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THE ONE 


Containing a Sum of the Superſtitions, I& atries, 
_ Crnelties, Treacheries, and Wicked Principles of "Lhe 
_ Popery, which hath diſturb this Nation above, an hun- 
dred and fifty Years.; filld..1t. with Fears' and: Fealouſics, 


and deſerves the Hatred of all Good Chriſtians. 


THE OTHER 


Laying op&ti'that Popery, which the Papiſts own and pro- 
fe : oo the Chief Articles of their Faith, and fome of 
the Principal Grounds and Reaſons which hold them in 
that Rglgion. 
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Miſ-repreſented, and Repreſented : 
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The Introduttion. 


WW UHE Father of Lies is the Author of Miſrepreſenting. 
-Y He firſt made the Experiment of this Black Art in 
Paradiſe ; having no ſirer way of bringing God s 
Precept to contempt, and making our Firſt Pa- 
rents tranſgreſs, than by miſrepreſenting the Command which 
their Maker had laid on them. And fo unhappily ſucceſsfulhe 
was 1n this his firſt attempt , that this has been his chief ſtra- 
tegem ever ſince, in all buſineſs of difficulty and concern; e- 
ſteeming that his beſt Mears for preſerving and propagating 
Wickedneſs amongſt Men, by which he firſt won them to loſe 
their Innocence. And therefore there has nothing of Good, yet 
come into the World,nothing been ſent from Heaven 3 but 
what has met with this Oppoſition ; the Common Enemy ha- 
ving employ'd all his Endeavours of bringing it into diſcre- 
dit,and rendring it infamous, by Miſrepreſerting it. Of this there 
are frequent Inſtances in the Old Law, and morein the New. 
The truth of it was experienc'd or: the Perſoz of Chriſt him- - 
ſelf, who,tho' he was the Sor of God,the izrmaculate Lamb , yet 
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4 The Introduftion. 
was he not out ofthe reach of Calummny,and exempt from be- 
ing Miſrepreſented. See how he was painted by malicious Men, 
the Sons of Belial, Miniſters of Satan 5 a prophane and wicked 
Man,a breaker of the Sabbath,a Glutton,a* Friend and Companion 
of Publicans and Sinners,a Fool, a Conjurer, a Traitor,a Seducer, 
a Tumultuous Perſon,a Samaritan,fullof the Devil ; he hath Bel- 
Zebub,and,by the Prince of the Devils,cafteth he out Devils,(Mark 
3-22.) There being no other way of frighting the People 
from embracing the 1rath and following the Son of God, but 
by thus disfiguring him to the Multitude, reporting Light to 
be Darkneſs, and God to be the Devil. The Diſciples of Chriſt 
every where met with the like encounters. Stepher had the 
people ſtirred up againſt him, becauſethey heard, he had ſpoke 
blaſphemous words againſt Moſes and againſt God, (AFs 6.11.) 
Pazl alfo and Silas, for exceedinely troubling the City, (AFs 16. 
20.) Jaſon alſo with them, becauſe they had turned the World 
wpſide down,and did contrary to the decrees of Ceſar,(AFs 17. 6, 
7.) Paul again, becauſe he did teach all men every where again 
#he people,and polluted the holy place,( AFs 21.28.) And becauſe 
he was a peſtilext fellow, and a mover of ſedition among all the 
Jews thronghout the World : to which the Jews alſo aſſerted, ſay- 
ing, that theſe things were ſo, (AFs 24.5, 9.) Neither did theſe 
Calumnies,thefe wicked Miſrepreſentations ſtop here ; he that 
ſaid, The Diſciple is not above his Maſter, if they have called the 
Maſfter of the Houſe Belzebib 5 how minch more ſhall they call ther: 
of his houſhold ? 41d not only foretel, what was to-happen to 
his Followers then preſent,but alſo to the Faithful that were to 
ſucceed them,and to his Chyrch infuture Ages 3 they being all 
to expect the like fate > that tho they ſhould be never fo juſt 
to God and their Neighbour, upright in their Ways, and live 
in the fear of God,and the obſervance of his Laws + yet muſt 
they certainly be reviled and hated by the World, made a by- 
word to the people, and have the repute of Ideots, Seducers, 
and be a ſcandal to all Nations. And has not this been verify- 
ed in.all ages? See what was the Stateof. Chriſtians mn the Pri- 
mitive times, when as yet Vice had not corrupted the purity 
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The TIntroduftion. F 
of the Goſpel. *Tis almoſt impoſſible to believe, in what con- 
tempt they were,and how ntterly abormaated; Tertwllian,who 
was a ſharer of a great part,gives us ſo lamentable an account 
of the Chriſtrans 1n his time, that 'tis able to move compaſiton 
in ſtones; He tells us, ſo many malirionrs landeys were diſpersd 
abroad, concermng the amr of their Worſhip; and their 
whole DoFrin deſcrib'd,not only to be folly,ard meer toys; but 
alſo tobe grounded on moſt helliſh Principles, and to beſo fall 
of Impieties 3 that the Heathens believ'd a man could not 
make profeſſion of Chriſtianity , without being 
tainted with all ſorts of Crimes 5 without being Apog. c. 2. 
an enemy to the Gods, to Princes, to the Laws, to 
good Manners, and to Nature. Hence they conceiv'd ſuch pre- 
judice againſt them,and they were render'd ſo 7-2p7015 in the 0- 
pinion of the Vulgar;that whatſoever accuſations were brought 
m, tho' never ſo falſe and maliciors 5 whatſoever Villanies were 
laid to their charge ; all was welcom to the exraged Multitude, 
to which nothing ſeem'd zzcredible concerning thoſe, that were 
thus already odions. Upon this 4t was, that they were brought 
in.gulty of Atheiſm, of Superſtition, of Idolatry, of Cruelty,of Se- 
dition,of Conſpiracies,of Treaſons : and bloody Perſecutions were 
raisd againſt them, to which the People were exaſperated by 
fears and jealouſies : 0' 0d Pontifices (as Spondanns 
ſays) Gertiltie ſuperſtitionts Chriſtianos more ſoli-» Sp. 4n.286. 
to,. calimnits ctrcumveniſſent\, quaſe alzquid contra Par. 
ruperinm molirentur  Becanſe the Priefts did iſe to 
divylge it abroad, hat the Chriſtians were Plotting againſt the Go- 
vernment, Nor were theſe Crimes the whole Sam of their 
Charge ; for befides, every pablick Calamity and Misfortunc 
that befell the Commonwealth;was thrown upon 
them.” It (a) Dapbres Temple was confum'd by (a) Sporrd. 
Lightning from Heaven, yet muſt the Chriſtiars An. 362. 
be condemned as the Incendiaries; If (b) the (6b) 1d. 
City was laid in Aſhes, it muſt be revenged on the An. 66. . 
Chriſtians. Nay, as (z) Tertallian has it; if Ti> (c) 4po.c. 
ber 'overflowed, if Nile watered not the Plains, if 40. 
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Heaven ſtopp'd its courſe, and did not pour its Rains here below 
if there were Earthquakes, Famin or Plague 3 they would imme- 
diately cry ont, Chriſtianos ad Leones, Ca? the Chriſtians to the 
Lions, asthe cauſe of all the Calamiies that arrived in the 
World, and all the Evils that People ſuffer d. And now the 
Chriſtians being thus reputed Prophane 1n their Forſhip, Ene- 
mics to the Government, and the undonbted occaſions of every 
risfortunethroughout the Empire 3 'tis eafie to conceive, in 
what contempt they were,and how deteſtable amongſt the Hea- 
thens; but becauſe none can relate 1t ſo to the 

(4) Ap.c.3. life,as(d) Tertullian has done 3 Ple fet it downin 
his own words,as tranſlated by (e) Dr. Howel, in 

(e)P.1.pag. his qr iy of the World. Is it not ſtrange (lays he) 
936, that the hatred wherewith this name is purſ;.ed, in 
ſuch manner blinds theMinds of moſt Men,that when 

they witneſs the probity of a Chriſtian , they mix in their Diſ- 
courſe as a reprooch,that he hath embraced this Religion 2 Ore 
ſaith, Truly, he of whoa you ſpeak is an Honeſt Man, if he were 
0t a Chriſtian, and his life would be'free from blame. Another ; 
Do you know ſuch a one, who had the reputation of a Wiſe and Di- 
ſereet Man? He is lately turr'd Chriſtian: (Again) Theſe People 
by an extreme blindneſsof hatred, 'ſpeak to the advantage of the 
ame Chriſtian, when they ſtrive to render it odious. For, ſay 
they, How pleaſant, and of what a good humour vas that Woman? 
How ſociable and jovial was that Man e *Tis pity they ſhould be 
Chriſtians. So they impute the amendment of their lives, to the 
Profeſſz0n of Chriſtianity. jog them alſo purchaſe the averſion 
they carry againſt the name Chriſtian, which we bear,withthe price 
of what is moſt pretions to ther ; rather deſiring to loſe the ſweet- 
zeſs of life, tranquillity of mind,and all ſorts of Commoaities,than 
to ſee in their Houſes,that which they hate. A Manwho heretofore 
had his Mind full of Jealouſie,car no longer endure the company 
of his Wife, what aſſurance ſoever he has of her Chaſtity, after once 
he perceives her to be turnd Chriſtian 3 4nd parts from: her now 
when her ations fullof Modeſty have extingui(h'd all ſuſpicions . 
wherewith he was heretofore mov d. A Father, who of a long time 
endurd 


The Introduftion. 6 
endur d the diſobedience of his Heatheniſh Son, reſolves to take 
from him the hope of ſucceeding him in his Inheritance, for turn- 
ing Chriſtian, when at the ſame time, executing his Commands 
witho:it murmmring. A Maſter that uſed his Slave gently, when his 
Carriage gave him ſome canſe of diſtruſt, now puts him far front 
him, for being a Chriſtian, when he hath mef aſſurance of his Fi- 
delity. "Tis committing a Crime to corre the diſorders of a Mans 
Life, by the motions of a Holy Converſion to the Chriſtian Faith 3 
ard the good which is prodic'd by ſo happy a Change, works not ſo 
powerfully in the minds of Men, as the hatred they have conceived 
againſt us. Indeed this hatred is ſtrange, and when I conſider, 
that the name of Chriſtian owly, makes it to be ſo, I would willing- 
ly know, how a name can be Criminal. and hyw a ſimple word can 
be Accuſed 8 Thus was Chriſtiamty wholly 7farozs amongſt 
the Heathens, contemn'd and deteſted. by all, and where Lzes 
were 11 credit, Calummies and Slanders confirm'd and back'd 
by Authority, there wa: no other Crime but Truth. And 'twas 
theſe Ca/nmmies, theſe falſe Accuſations 1nvented to cry down 
the Chriſtian Religion, oblig'd Tertul/ian to. write his Apology, 
wherein he declar*d to the World, that Chriſtianity was nothing 
like that, which tle Heathens imagin'd it tobe: That Idolatry, 
Superſtion, Ipiety., Cruelty, Treachery, Conſpiracies, &C. was none 
of their DoZrizez but Condenm'd and Deteſted by them 3 
that theſe Crizres were only the malicioxs inventions of the Hea- 
theniſh Prieſts, who finding themſelves unable to withftand 
the force of Chriſtianity, had no other way, to preſerve them 
felves in rep::te, and the People in their Error, than by forming: 
an ugly, odious and moſt horrid H7ſor, a da:nnable Scheme ot. 
Religion ; then holding this forth to the World, and crying 
out 5 This is the Religion of the Chriſtians, theſe are their Pranci- 
ples Behold their Tenorance, their Stupiaity, their Prophanc- 
eſs ; Behold their Inſolence, their Villanies, a People unſufferable 
in a Commonwealth, Enemies to their Countrey and their Prince: 
and thus Repreſenting it as Moxſtrows as they pleas d, they 
brought an odinz: upon as many as own'd that zaxze, and Con- 
dennd them for Follies and Crimes, that were no where, but 
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m their own In46:nation, \ And 'twasnot only in Tertullzaw's 
time, that Chriſ#zamty laid under this ſeandal; but alſo in after 
Ages. And therefore, as for the vindicatior of the Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, he wasfore'd to Apologize for his time, ſo did af- 
ter him St. Cyprian, Arnobize, and many other Eccleſiaſtical 
Writers; nay, and under Chriſtian Emperors, -the Calunzmries 
of the Heathens yet being'urg'd with much vigour and confi- 
dence, Oroſizs was oblig'd to write his Hiſtory, and St. Angnſtiz: 
his City of God, 1n defence of the Faith and' Do@rin of Chrilt. 
And now; when by the Propagation of Chriſtianity, and the 
laborious Endeavours of her Profeſſors, Heatheniſm was pret- 
ty well extinct ; yet was not the Mouth of Malice ſtopp'd: the - 
ſame Calummies which had been invented by the Ifdels, being 
taken up by evil Chriſtians. No one-going out from the Com- 
munion of the Church of Chriſt, but what did, by reviving old 
Scandals, and the addition of freſh ones, endeavour to make 
her 7famons, and blacken her with ſuch Crimes, as could be 
thonght moſt convenient for rendring her o4zoxs to all. It be- 
ing look'd on, by as many as ever went out of her, the beſt 
weans to juſtifie their Separation, and to gain to themſelves the 
credit of Orthodox Chriſtians ; to paint her out 1n all the 4x- 
tichriſtian Colours, and repreſent her as Helliſh, as wickedneſs 
could make her. ?Tis ſtrange how much ſhe ſuffered in this 
Point from the Marnichees, and from the Dozatiſts, and how 
much pains it coſt Saint AygniFir, to prove their Accuſations to 
be meer Calummies; principally intended to raiſe prejudices-in 
the minds of the People againſt her ; that ſo being convinc'd by 
theſe Hellith Artifices, of her teaching #»ſouzd and prophane 
Do@rin, wicked Principles, and humane Inventions inſtead of 
Faith; might never think of going to her, to learn the Truth ; 
nor even ſo much as ſuſpect her tobe the Church of Chriſt. 
This, St. Angnſtiz complains, was the chief cauſe of his continu- 
ing in the Errour of the Marxichees ſo longs and that he ium- 
pugn'd with ſo much yiolence this Chrrch.' And therefore, af- 
ter, he was come to the knowledge of the Truth, he diſcover'd 
this tothe World for theundecerving others, who were caught 
. 1n 
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The Introdufton. 9 
in the ſame ſnare, making it part of his Confeſſions, (Confeſſ. 
I. 6.c.3. p. 1.) When I came to diſcover, ſays he, that I ming- 
led joy and bluſhes, and was aſhamd, that I had now for ſo many 
ears been barking and railing, not againſt the Catholick Faith, but 
only againſt the fitons of my carnal conceits. For ſo temerarious 
and impious was I, that, thoſe things, which 1 ought firſt to have 
learned from them by enquiry, [ fir charg'd upon them by Accuſa- 
tions; readier to impoſe falſhoods, than to be inform d of the 
Truth And thus I ſo blindly accuſed thy Catholickh, Church 3 
ow ſufficiently clear'd to me, that ſhe taught not the Opinions, I ſo 
vehemently perſecuted + .and this he did, deluded and deceiv'd 
by the Marichees. And now fince 'tis certain, that this has 
not been the caſe of Saint Argnſtiz: alone, but of as many al- 
moſt, as have given ear to the Deſertors of this Church ; nay, 1s 
at this day the caſe of infimte Numbers, who:following that 
Great Father, whenas yet in his Errors; do not enquire, how this 
thing is believ'd or underſtood by her; but inſultingly oppoſe all, as 
if ſo underſtood, as they imagin ; not making any difference be- 
twixt that, which the Catholick Church teaches, and what they think 
ſhe teaches; and fo believing her to be guilty of as many Abſur- 
dities, Follies, Impieties, &c. as the Heathens did of Old: *Tis 
evident there's as much need now of Apoltogzes, as ever there 
was in Tertylliar's or Saint Anguſtir's time : Not Apologies to 
vindicate what 1s really her Faith and DoFrin ; but rather to 
clear her from ſuch Superſtitions, Prophaneneſs, and Wicked 
Principles,as are mralicouſly or ignorantly charged upon her. And 
tho' the number of Calummnies, the infincerity of Adverſaries, 
the obſtinacy of a biaſsd Education render a performance tn 
this kind, a juſt Task for a Tertwllians or St. Auguſtir's hand 3 
yet becauſe I find no ſuch eminent Pen engag?d in this Deſign 
at preſent; and the ſhewing the true Religion mn its own Colonrs, 
ſeems a Duty incumbent on every one, that's a Lover of Tryth; 
[le endeavour to pull off the Vizor from ſuffering Chriſtianity, 
and apvlogize for the Catholick Faith; that Faith, I mean, main- 
tained by thoſe Primitive Fathers, with ſo much Vigour and 
Zeal z which being firſt plantea in the Head City of the World 

B by 


—_— 4 Bs re Di _- 
mn 


10. The Introduftion. 


by St. Peter, hath bcen propagated throughout the Univerſe, 
and derived down to ns by many Chriſtian Nations, in Com- 
munion with that See ; under the Protefion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and the Charge of a Chief Paſtor, which beginning in that Great 
Apoſile, has continued 1n a Viſible Succeſſzon to theſe our days. 
This Faith it- 1s, for which at preſent I deſign to make an 
Apology, which having been 1n all Ages violently oppos'd, 
does at this time moſt wrozefully ſuffer, under Calunmies and 
falſe Iputations, Vie endeavour therefore to ſeparate theſe 
Calummies and Scandals, from what is really the Faith and Dy- 
&rin of that Church; Tle take off the Black and Dirt which 
has been thrown on her ; and ſetting her forth in her geruzze 
Complexion, let the World fee, how much fairer ſhe 1s, than 
ſhe's paixted ; and how much ſhe's {ike that Mozſter, which 
ts ſhewn for her. And becauſe the Membersof this Church, are 
commonly kyown by the name of Papiſts; I think I cannot 
take a more ſincere, apen, and compendious way, 1n order to. 
the compleating of this Deſign, than by drawing forth a do- 
ble CharafFer of a Papiſt : The oze expreſiing a Papiſt in thoſe 
very Colovrs as he is painted in the Imagination of the Vulgar, 
Foul, Black, and Antichriſtizn with the chief Articles of his 
imagined Belief, and reputed Principles of his Profeſſion. The 
other repreſenting a Papii?, whoſe Faith and exerciſe of his 
Religion, 18 according to the. DireFion and Command of his 
Church. That fo, theſe two being thus ſet together, their dzf- 
ference and diſproportion may be clearly diſcerned, and a diſco- 
very made, how unlike Calummy is from Truth ; and how diffe- 
rent a Papi? really is, from what he's ſaid to be. The former 
Character 1s of a Papii# Miſrepreſerted ;, the other, of a Papit 
Repreſented. The former is a Papz5t ſo deform'd and mon- 
{trous, that it juſtly deſerves the hatred of as. many as own 
Chriftianity; 'tis a Papiſt, that has diſturb'd this Nation now 
above an hundred years with fears and jealouſtesz threatning 
it continually with Fire-.and Maffacres, and whoſe whole 
deſign has been, to rob the Sovereign of his Crown, and the 
Subjed of his Liberty and Property. "Tis a Papiſt, that is ſo —_ 

minable, 
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ſuch: Popery, to' hate and deteſt it; F think my elf; 
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minable, ſo malicions, ſo unſiifferable in any Civil Govern- 
ment, that, for my part, I deteſt him from my heart ; I con- 
ceiv*d an hatred againſt him and all his, from my Education, 
when as yet a Proteſtant ; 'and now, being a; Roman Catholich , 
I am notin the'leaſt'reconeil*d to him; nor his Principles; but 
hate him yet worſe. I arm fo far from thinking the Laws too 
ſevere againſt ſuch Popiſh Recuſants, that I conld-with & far 
greater ſeverity were executed againſt them, them Favonrers, 
and all ſach as make men fo ſottifſhly Religions: And if to be 
a Proteſtart, noting more be requiſite, than to proteſt apainſt 

| and all 
Roman -Catholicks, as good Proteſtants,” as any +whatſoever 
throughout his Majeſtizes Donn:nons. And T dare<engage, that 
not only as many Roman Caiieo!ichs. as under the name of Pa- 


piſts, have ſeverely ſmarted in this Nation, for being the Pro- 


teſlors of ſich kind of Popery, but alſo, that all Roman Cath-- 
lick Nations in the World hall ſubſcribe to the condemnati- 
on of all ſuch Popiſh Principles and Dodtrines, ſhall joyn with 
all good Proteſtants for the extinguiſhing it, with all that 
Profeſs or Pradtiſe it, and_utter rooting it out from his Ma- 
jesties three Kingdoms and the whole Univerſe. The other 
Papiſt 1s one, that lives and believes what 1s preſcribed in the 


Conmncil of Treat, in Catechiſms ſet forth by Catholicks, and 0- 


ther Spiritual Books, for the Direction and Inſtruftion of all 
in their Commmion ; whoſe Faith and DoFrine I have here 
ſet down, with ſome Grounds and Reaſons of it, and will ſo 
leave it to Apologize forit (elf. In drawing out the Character 
of the former, I have quoted no Authors; but have defſcrib'd 
bim exa@ly according to the Apprehenfion I had of a Papiſt, 
fran”d by me when I was a Proteſtant 5 with the addition 0n- 
ly of foie few points, which have been violently charged a- 
gainſt me, by. ſome intimate Friends of late, to ſhew the-un- 
reaſonableneſs of my choice, after the quitting that Commu- 
munion. The latter is wholly copied out from the Papiſt, 
that I a»: now; being the Sum of what T was taught, when 
reconcil'd to the Church of Rex, and which atter ſixteen 
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years converſation with men of that Communion, 1n hearing 
their Sermons, 4n being preſent at their Catechiſing, in read- 
ing their Books and diſcourſing with them, I have found to 
be their DoFrine. I have done both, I hope, with Sincerity 
and Truth and without. Paſhon. For as, my endeavours have 
been, that my Relzgioz ſhould loſe nothing by Les, ſo nei- 
ther. do. I deſire it ſhould gain by them. And did I but know 
of any thing in the following Papers, that hasany relation to 
that +2 3+ Se Artifice, I would firike it out immediately. 
And do: here oblige my ſelf, upon- information, either-from 
Friend or Adverſary,' to acknowledge the miſtake, as it ſhall 
be made appear, and make a publick recantation. But it is 
time, we ſhould ſee what theſe Paps/ts are. ' 


(1B) 


PAPIST 


Miſ-repreſented, and Repreſented. 


\_tS 


Papiſt Miſ-repreſented, 
Worſhips Stocks and 

Stones for Gods. He takes 0 
notice of the Second Com- 
mandment, bit ſetting up Pi- 
cures, and Images of Chriſt, 
the Virgin Mary, ard other his 


Saints, he prays to themr,and puts 


his truſt and confidence in thenr, 
much like as the Heathens did 
1n their wooders Gods, Juptter, 
Mars, Venus, &c. Ard for this 
reaſon, he erets Stately Monu- 
. ments to them in his Churches, 


adorns them ſumptuonſly, burns 


Candks, offers Incenſe, and fre- 


- quently falls down proſtrate be- 


fore them, and with his Eyes 


fix'd on them, cries out, Help 
me Mary, aſlift me Antony, 
remember me Tenatins. ' 


1. Of Praying to Images. 


A Papiſt Repreſented, be- 
lieves 1t damnable, to 
Worſhip Stocks or Stones 
for Gods, to pray to PiFnres 
or [mages of Chriſt, the Vir- 
gin Mary, or any other Saznts; 
as alſo, to put any Truſt or 
Confidence in them. He 
keeps them by him indeed, 
to preſerve 1n his Mind the 
Memory of the things repre- 
ſented by them'z as People 
are wont to preſerve the 
Memory of their deceaſed: 
Friends, by keeping their Pi- 
cture. He 1s taught to: uſe 
them, by caſting his eye upon: 
the PiFures or Images, and 
thence to raiſe his heart to:the 
Prototypes, and there to em- 


ploy it in Meditation, Love, 


Thankſgiving. 


Lada : : :, 

-/ 

” | 
h F; / 
þ , | 
-Ft }! 
4 
s, 

þ T7 
FX | 
"% : 
' 
- J | | 
4 ith 
1 ti 
| 
n | 
Fe | 
© Bi} 

| 
» l 
6-4 : . 
bs i 

| 1 
; : 
1 it | 
7 4} 5 

" 

4 it} 

i 

: 
& $i! 
g ry 
* Fi 

80 

| 

" 

8? } 
. ' 
- $i 
|| [ 
.t B{ 
o : 
# [| 
's 8! 
: : 
y ' 
> 3 
» Shy 
£ {1} 
g IH 

; 

E oy 
bd {| 
1 | 

de » 1! 

.  $1ED 

F 

, 

il 

{4} 

3 : 
TE 

: 

'S 
pd | 

f 
> 'S 
< It 

11 

0 o 
. { 
h | 
1 | 
6 : 
] | 
- BY 

: 
1 : 

31 
»B 
2 | 
E ; 

Gu * 
2 + 

}} 
wh :// 
a tt 
8}! 


praying; lifting up the'Eyes, burning" Candles Ineeniſtyiohe. 


(14) 


Thankſpiving, Inntation, &c. as the Objef& requires : As 


many good Chriſtians, placing a Deaths-head before them, 
from the ſight of it, take occaſion to reflect often upon their 
laſt end, in order to their better preparing for it 3 or by ſee- 
ing Old Time painted with his Fore-lock,, Honr-glaſs, and Syth, 
turn their Thonghts upon the ſwiftneſs of {7-e, and that 
whoſoever neglects the preſent, 1s in danger of beginning 
then to lay hold, when there's, no- more to come. Theſe 
PiFures or Images having this advantage, that they inform 
the Mind by oze glance, bf what! w.reading, requires a Chap- 
ter, and 'fometimes a Volimie. There being no other iff 
rence between them, than that Reading repreſents leiſurely 
and by degrees; and a PiFure, all at once. Hence he finds a 
convenience 1n ſaying his Prayers with fome devout P:Fures 
before him 3 he being no ſooner diſtrafted, but the ſight of 
theſe recalls his wandring Thoughts to the right Obje& ; and 
as certainly brings ſomething good 1nto his Mind; as an 7- 
7odeſt Pigure diſturbs his Heart with nanghtmeſs. And be- 
cauſe he is ſenſible, that theſe holy PiFures and Images repre- 
ſent and bring to his Mind ſuch Objeas, which in his Heart 
he loves, honours, and venerates ; he cannot but upon that 
account love, honour, and reſpe&t the Images themſelves. And 
whoſoever loves their Hasban4, Chitd, or Friend, cannot but 
have ſome love and reſpect for their P:Fures ; and whoſoe- 
ver loves and honours his Kizg, will have ſome honour and 
eſteem for his [mage: Not that he venerates any [mace or P:- 
Fure for any Vertue or Divinity believ?d to be in them, or for 
any thing that 13 to be peritiond of them 5 but becauſe the 
Honour that is exhibited to them, is referr*d' to the Prototypes 
which they' repreſent, So that *ris"not properly the Jwages he 
honours, but Chriſt and tits Sarrts by the {nrages 7 as it 18: not 
properly the Izzages or PiFures of Kings or Dukes we gene- 
rally-refpe& or mjure ;- but /by. their Images or PiFnres.we 
reſpect or injure Kimgs or Dukes themſelves.” Allthevvenera- 
tion therefore he expreſſes before [aruges, whether bykneeling, 


1s 


(15) 
tis not at all done for the age, but is wholly referr'd to the 
things repreſented, which he intends to honour by theſe Adti- 
ons. - And how, by. ſo doing, he breaks the Second Command- 
»1ent, he cannot conceive; for the acknowledges only oze 
Ged,. and to him alone gives Sovereign Honour ; and is fo 
far from honouring Images as Gods, that for any ones ſati(- 
faction, he is ready to break or tear a Cruciffx, or other [mage 
whatſoever, into a thouſand pieces, and caſt them into the 
Fire. And what reſpect he ſhews them, feems to him no more 
injurious to any of. the Commandments, than 'tis for a Chri- 
ſtjan to love and honour our Neighbour, becauſe he bears the 


Image of God in his Sol; to kiſs ani] eſteem the Bible, be- 


cauſe 1t contains and repreſents to him God's Word ; or to love 
a good Preacher, becauſe he minds him of bis Duty ; all which 
reſpeFs do not at all derogate from God Almighty's Honour ; 
bur are rather Teſtimonies of onr greater Love and Honour 
of hin, ſince, for his ſake, we love and'eſteem every thing, 
that has any reſpect or relation to him. 


J—  — 
= _—— 


2. Of Worſhipping Saints. 


E makes Gods of Dcad 


men, ſuch as are de- 


parted hence, and now are no 


more able to hear or ſee or un- 
derſtand his Neceſſzties. And. 
tho' God be ſo good, as to in- 
vite all 'to come unto him, and 
ta apply themſelves to their only 
aud infinite Mediator , Jeſus 
Chriſt : yet ſo ſtupid 7s he, 
that negleFing, and, as it were, 
palſmg by both God and his 
only Son , and all their Mer- 
cies, he betakes. himelf to his 


E believes, there's on- 

ly Oze God, and that. 

*tis a moſt damnable Idola- 
try to make Gods of Men, 
either living or dead. His 
Church teaches. him indeed; 
and he believes, that zt zs- 
good and profitable to deſire 
the Interceiſion of the Saints 
reigning with Chriſt in Hea- 
ven ; but that they are either- 
Gods, or his Redeemers, he is. 
no where taught 5 but. de- 
teſts all ſuch Doctrine. He* 
| Saints 


O16 ) 


Saints ard there pouring forth 


his Prayers, be confides in 
them as his Mediators and 
Redeemers, and. expe#s no 
Bleſſung, but what is to come 


confeſſes, that we are all re- 
deem'd by the Blood of Chrift 
alone, and that he is onr ozly 
Mediator of Redemption : but 
as for Mediators of Interceſſion, 
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fo him by their Merits, and (that 1s, ſuch as we may de- 
through their Hands : and {ire lawfully, to pray for us) 
thus, without ſeruple or re- he does not doubt , but 'tis 
morſe, robs God of his Ho-. acceptable to God, we ſhould 
NOlY. have many. Moſes was ſach 
a Mediator for the Iſraelites ; 

Job for his three friends; Steper for his Perſe- 
C Rom. cutors. The Romans were thus defir*d by St. 

Ep. ad SCor. Paul to be his Mediators : ſo were the Corin- 
Eph. thians, ſo the Epheſrans ; ſo almoſt every ſick 

- man deſires the Congregation to be his Media- 
for; that 1s, to be remember*d in their Prayers. And ſo he 
deſires the Bleed in Heaven to be his Mediators ; that is, that 
they would Pray to God for his, And in this, he does not at 
all neglect coming to God, or rob him of his honour 3 but di- 
re&ing all his Prayersup to £72, and making him the ultizrate 
Objed of all his Petitions, he only defires ſometimes the Ju? 
on Earth, ſometimes thoſe in Heaven, to joyn their Prayers to 
his, that ſo the number of Petitioners being encreas'd, the Pe- 
tition may find better acceptance in the fight of God. And 
this isnot to make them Gods, but only Petitioners to God); *tis 
not to make them his Redeemers, but only Interceſſors to his 
Redeemer 3 he having no hopes of obtaining any thing, but 
of God alone, by and throngh the Merits of Chriſt; for which 
he deſires the Saints in Heaven, and good men on Earth, to : 
offer up their Prayers with hisz the Prayers of the JuSt avail- 
eth much before God. But now, how the Saints in Heaven 
know the Prayers and Neceſlities of ſuch, who addreſs them- 
ſelves to them, waether by the Miniſtry. of Angels, or in the 
Viſion of God, or by ſome particular Revelation, 'tis no part 
of his Faith, nor is it much his concern it ſhould be determin'd. 


For 


C7). 


For his part he does not doubt, but that God, who acquain- 
ted the Prophets, with the knowledge of things, that were yet 


___ tocomemany hundred years after; that inform'd Elijah ofthe 


King of $1r7a's Counſel, tho' privately reſolved on in his Bed- 
chamber, and at a diſtance 3 (2 Kings 6. 12.) can never want 
means of letting the Saints know the deſires of thoſe who beg 
their 7xterceſſron here on Earth: Eſpecially ſince our Saviour 
tells us, that Abraham heard the Petitions of Dives, who was 
yet at a greater diſtance, even in Hel: and told him likewiſe 
the manner of his living, while as yet on Earth. Nay, ſince 
*tis g<nerally allow'd, that even the very Devils hear thoſe 
deſperate wretches, who call on th:m ; why ſhould he doubt, 
that Saizts want this Priviledge, in ſome mann. r granted to 
finful men, and to wicked ſpirits ; who, tho departed this life, 
are not ſo properly dead, as trantlat:d trom a mortal life, to 
an immortal one z where, enjoying God Almighty, they loſe 
no Perte&tions which they enjoy'd, while on Earth 3 but poſ- 
ſeſs all in a more eminent manner, having more Charity, more 
Love, and being more acccptable to God than ever ; becom- 

ing like Angels; and as th<ſe offered up their Prayers for Je- 
_ riſalem and the Cities of Judah, ( Zach. 1. 12.) fo undoubt- 
edly they ikewife fall down before the Lamb, having every one 
of them Harps and golden Vials full of Odoirs, which are the 
Prazers of the Saints, ApOC. 5, 8. 


- 


3. Of Addreſſing more Supplications to the Virgin Mary than to 
; Chriſt + 


E believes the Virgn 

K Mary to be nnch more 
powerfl in Heaven than Chriſt, 
and that ſhe can Command 
him to do what ſhe thinks 
good : Aud for this reaſon he 
honours her much more than 


E believes it dainna- 
ble to think the 
Virgin Mary more powertul 
in Heaven than Chriſt : Or 
that ſhe can in any thing 
Command him. He honours 
her indeed, as one that was 
C choſen 


”" , 


he does her Son, or God the choſen to be Mother of God, 
Father ; for one Prayer he and Bleſſed amongit all Wo- 
ſays to God, ſaying tn to the men : And believes her to be 
Holy Virgin. moſt acceptable to God, in 

her Interceſſion for us : But 
owning her ſtill as a Creature, and that all ſhe has of Excellen- 
cy or Bliſs, is the Gift of God, proceeding from his meer Good- 
eſs. Neither does he at any time fay even ſo much as oze 
Prayer to her, but what 1s direQed more principally to God 5 be- 
ing offered up as a Thankful Memorial of Chriſt's Incarnation, 
and an acknowledgment of the 5leſſedneſs of Feſns the Fruit of 
ber Womb. And this without imagining that there's any more 
diſhonouring of Gol in his reciting the A:4clical Salutation, 
than in the firſt pronouncing it by the Ange! (Zabriel and Bli- 
zabeth : Or that his frequent Repetition of it 1s any more an 
idle Superſtinion, than 1t was in David to repeat the ſame 
Words over twenty times in the 136th. Pſalm. 
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4. Of Paying Divine Worſhip to Relicks 
H-* believes a kind of Di- F.JE believes it damnable to- 


vinity to remain in the think there's any Divi- 


4 
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Relicks of his reputed Saints, 


. and*therefore adores their rot- 


ten Bones, their corrupted Fleſh, 
their old Rags, with Divine 
Honour kneeling down to 
them, kiſſing them, and going 
in Pilgrimage to their Shrines 
and Sepulchres. And be is fo 
far poſſeſ®d with a conceited 
Deity lying hid in thoſe ſenſe- 
leſs Remains, that he fooliſhly 
believes, they work greater Mz- 
racles, and raiſe. more to Life, 


than ever Chriſt himſelf did. 


nity in the Relicks of Saints, 
or to adore thein with Divine }. 
Honour, or to pray to their 
rotten Bones, old Rags, or 
Shrinzs,or that they can work 
any ſtrange Cures or Miracles, 
by any hidden Power of their 
own. But he bclicves it good 
and lawful to k-ep them with 
a Veneration, and give them 
a Religious honour and reſped. 
And this he thinks due to 
them, inaſmuch as knowing 

himſelf 


_ 


himſelf oblig'd to reſpe& and honour God almighty from his 
Heart 5 he looks upon himſelf ali oblig'd to reſpeC&t and ho- 
nour every thing that has any particular Relation to him : But 
this with an 7zfer:orr honour 3 as the Jews did to the Ark, to 
the Tables of the Law, to Moſes's Rod, to the Temple, to the 
Prieſts: So we generally allow to the Bzble, becauſe it contains 
Gods Word ; to the Church, becauſe it is Gods Horſe; to Ho- 
ly Men and Prieſts, becauſe they are Gods Servants. And 
ſo he does to Relicks , becauſe they appertain to Gods Fa- 
vonrites 3 and, being inſenſible things, are yet very ſenſible 
Pledges and lively Memorials of Chriſt's Servants, dead in- 
deed to us, but alive with him in Glory. And more eſpect- 
ally, becauſe God himſelf has been pleasd to honour them, 
by making them [yſtr:-7exts of many evident Miracles, he 
has viſibly work'd by them as 15 manifeſt upon undeniable 
Record. And this, he believes, as cafie for God Almigh- 
ry now, and as much redounding to the honour of his Ho- 
ly Name, as it was 1n the Ol4 Lap to work ſach miraculous 
ettects by Moſes's Rod, by GedeolWHrumpets, by Elias's Mantle, 


| after he was taken up into Heaven, (2 Kings 2. 14.) Eliſewss 


bones, (2 Kings 13. 21.) and infinite other fuch like 7ſer/ible 
Things : and alfo in the New Lav, by the Hem of his own Gar- 
ment, (Mart. 9. 21.) by the Shadow of St. Peter, ( AFs 5.15.) 
by the Napkins and Hazkerchiefs, that had but touched the 
Body of St. Par, caſting ont Devils, and Curing Diſcaſce, 
(HFs 19. 12.) and ſuch like. And thus by having a Veneratt- 
otgand Reſpect for theſe, he honours God. An4 docs no: 
doubt, but that they that contern and prophane theſe, do thy 
like to God ; as much as they did, wio prophan'd the Dread 
of Propoſition, the Temple, and Veſſels that belong'l to it. 
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| J» Of the E:chariſt, 
E believes it lawfut : E beltv<s it unlawful to 


commit Idolatry, and commut Idolatry and 


—2 


(2 molt 


(20). 


makes it bis daily praiſe, to 
Worſhip and Adore a Breaden 
God; giving Divine Hononr to 
to thoſe poor, empry Elements 0 
of Bread and Wine, Of theſe he 
asketh pardon for his Sins 5, 0 
theſe he deſires Grace and Salva- 
tion; theſe he acknowledges to 
have been his Redeemer and Sa- 
viour, and hopes for no good, but 
what is to come to him by means 
of theſe Houſhold Gods. 4nd 
then for his Apology he alledges 
 ſfach groſs contradidions, ſo con- 
trary to ſenſe and reaſon, that 
whoſoever will be a Papiſt, wuſ# 
be no man: Fondly believing, 
that what he adorcs, is no Bread 
or Wine, but Chriſt rea/y pre/(y 


thus makes as many Chriſts, as 
many Redeemers, as there are 
Churches, Altars or . Prieſts. 
When according to God's infal- 
ble Word, there is but one 
Chrift, and he not on Earth, but 
at the right hand of his Father 
in Heaven. 


moſt damnable to worſhip or 
Adore any Breaden God, or to 
give Divine Honour to any E- 


f lements of Bread and Wane. 


He Worſhips only one God, 


f who made Heaven and Earth, 


and his only Son Jefirs Chriſt 
our Redeemer; who, being in 
all things equal to his Father, 
in Truth and Omnipotency, 
he beheves, made his words 
good, pronovne'd at his laſt 
Supper ; really giving his Body 
and Blood to his Apoſtles : the 
Subſrance of Bread and Wine, 
being by his powerful Words 
changd into his own Body 
and Blood ; the Species only 


or Accidents of the Bread and 
ander thoſe appearances, and 


Wine remaining asbcfore. The 
ſame he bclicves of the nioſt 
holy Sacrament of the Eucha- 
rift, corifecrated now by 
Prieſts; That it really contains 
the Body of Chriſt, which was 
deliver for us 3 and his Blood, 
which wasſhed for theRemiſ- 
fon of Sins. Which being there 
united with the Divinty, he 


confeſſes Whole Chriſt to be preſent. And him he adores and 
acknowledges his Redeemer, and not any Bread or Wine. And 
for the believing of this My/tery,he does not at all think it meet 
for any Chriſtian to appeal from Chriſt's Words, to his own 
Senſes or Reaſon, for the examining the truth of what he has 
ſaid 3 but rather to ſubmit his ſezſg.and reaſor to Chriſt's Words 
mn the obſequiouſneſs of Faith. And that being a Son of Abra- 


ham, 


Car ) 
ham, *tis more becoming him to believe as Abraham did: 
promptly ,. with a Faith ſzperiorr to all Sexſe or Reaſon, and 
whether theſe could never lead him. With this Faith it is, he 
believes, every Myſtery of his Religion, the Trinity, Incarnati- 
on, &c. With this Faith he believes Chriſt to be God, thovgh to 
Senſes he ſeem'd nothing but Mar: With ths he believes that 
what deſcended upon our Savior at his Baptiſm in Fordar., 
was really the Holy Ghoſt, though Senſes or Reaſon could dil- 
cover it to be nothing but a Dove : With this he believes, that 
the Maz that Foſhna ſaw ſtanding over againſt him, with his 
Sword drawn, (Foſh:5.13.) and the three Men, that Abrahane 
entertain'd 1n the Plains of Mambre, (Ger. 18.) were really. 
and ſubſtantially zo Mex; and that notwithſtanding all the 
informationand eviience of S2zje from their Colour, Features, 
Proportien, Talking,Eating and many other:, of their being 
Mer ; yet, without any diſcredit to his Senſes, he really be- 
lieves they were nov fachthing, becauſe God's Word has aſſu- 
red him of the contiary : And with this Faith he believes 
Chriſt's Body and Blood to be really prefent in the Bletled Sa- 
crament,though,to ai apvearance, there's nothing more than 
Bread and Wine : Thus,not at all hearkening to his Sexſes 1n - 
a matter where God ſpeaks, he unfcignedly confeſſes, That he 
that mad< the World of nothing by his ſole Word : That Cu- 
red Diicaſes by his Word : That raiſed the Dead by his Word: 
That expelPd Devils: That commanded the Winds and Seas: - 
That multiplied Bread : That changed Water into Wine by 
his Word, and Sinners into Jult Men, cannot want Power to. 
change Bread and Wane into iis own Body. and Blood by his-. 
ſole Ford. And this withont danger of multiplying his Body, 
of making as many Chriſts as Altars, or leaving the right-hand 
of his Father. But only by giving to his Body a ſipernatural ' 
manner of Exiſtence ; by which, being left without exterſeor: - 
of parts, and rendred izdependert of place, it may be one and 
the ſame in many places at once, and whole in every part-of - 
the ſymbols,and not obnawjous to any corporeal contingencKs, . 
And this kind of Exiſtence is .no more than what, 1n a. man- 
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_ 
ner, he beſtows upon ever Glorified Body: Than what his own 


Body had, when born without the leaſt violation of his Mo- 


thers Virginal Integrity : When he roſe fromthe Dead out of 
the Sepulchre,without removing the Stone : When he entred 
among his Diſciples,the Doors being ſhut. And though he can- 
not underſtand how this 1s'done, yet he undoubtedly believes 
that God is able todo, more than he is able to underſtand. + 


6. Of Merits and Good Works, 


E believes Chriſi”s Death 
| and Paſſion to be incf- 
feFual, and inſignificant, and 
that he has no dependence upon 
the Merits of his Sufferings, or 
the Mercy of God, for the ob- 
taining Salvation 5, but that he 
.#s to be ſaved by his own Me- 
rits, and Good Works, And.for 
this reaſon, he is very zealouſly 
buſie in Faſting, in Whipping 
himſelf; in Watching, in going 
in Proceſſuon, in wearing Hair- 
fhirts, and uſing a thouſand ſuch 
like Mortifications , and ha- 
wing done this, he thinks him- 
ſelf not at all behoi:!:n to God 
ſor his Salvation, and that to 
g1VE him Heaven, will be no Fa- 
vour : It being now þis d e, up- 
onthe acconiit of his own Me- 
ritoriows Atchievements.ithout 
any God-a-mercy to Chriſt bis 
Paljion, or his Maker's Good- 
refs, 


E believes it damnable 

to ſay, That Chriſt's 

Death and Paſſion 1s ineffe- 
(tual and infignificant : And, 
that 'tis the Dofrine of De- 
vils to believe, that he has no 
dependence for his Salvation 
upon the Merits of Chriſt's 
Sufferings,, or the Mercy of 
God ; but only upon his own 
Merits and Good Works. 1s 
his Faith to. believe, that of 
our ſelves we are not ſuffict- 
ent ſo much as to think a 
good thought, that the Grace 
by which we are juſtified, 1s 
given us purely gratis upon 
the account of Chriſt's Me- 
rits : moreover, that no Man, 
how juſt focver,can merit any 
thing, either in this Life or in 
that to come, independent on 
rhe Merits and Paſſion of Je- 


{ns Chriſt. Nevertheleſs, that 


thigh the Merits of Chriſt, 
the Good Works of a Juſt 


Man 


| (23) 

Man proceeding froth Grace, are fo acceptable to God, that 
through his Goodreſs and Promiſe, they are truly Meritorious 
of Eternal Lifz. And this he has learn'd from the Apoſtle, 
(2 Tim. 4.8.) where he is taught, that there is a Crown of 
Juſtice, which our Lord, a juſt Judge, will render at the laſt 
day, not only to St. Paz, but alfo to all thoſe that ſhall have 
fought a good fight, and conſummated their courſe, kept the 
Faith, and lov'd his coming. Knowing therefore, that at the 
day of Judgment he 1s to receive according to his Forks : He 
endeavours by good Works to make his Vocation agnonnge "ok 
And in following this counſe], he thinks he no more offends 
againir the fulneſs of the Merits of Chri{t's, or God's Mercy, 


than the Apoſtle does in giving it. 


© CEO” Hy YT I I 
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_}J E believes itipart of -his 


of Men ; fooliſhly thinking that 
theſe have power to ſorgive ſims. 
And therefore as often as he 
| finds his 'Con ſciente oppre (Fd | 

with the guilt of his Offences; 
he calls for one of his Prieſts, 
who are commonly more wicked 
than himſelf, and falling down 


at his feet, he unfolds to him the 


whole ſtate of his Soul 5 and ha- 
wing rin over a Catalogne of his 
Sins, he asks of him pardon-and 


orgiveneſs, And what.is mo 


Ghoſtly. Father , after he has 


heard all his Villanies in his ear, 


7. Of Confeſſron. 


Religion to make Gods 


(4 is moſt ly p 
abſurd'of all, he is ſo ſillily tu- 
pid, as to believe, That if his 


nn 


FT E believes it damnable- 

| in any Religion to 
make Gods of Men. However, 
he firmly hold*, That when: 
Chriſt, ſpeaking to his Apo-. 
ſtles, ſaid, (Joh. 20. 21.) Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe 
ſins you ſhall" forgive, they are 
forgiven and whoſe ſins you. 
ſhall retain, they are retained : 
He gave to them, and their. 
Succeflors , the Biſhops and 
Prieſts of the Catholick Church, 
Authority to abſolve any tru-- 
y penitent Sinner from his 
Sins. And God having thus 
erven them the Miniſtry of Re- 
conciliation, and made there 
Chriſt”s Legates, (2 Cor. 5.18, 
I9, 
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does but pronounce three or four 
Latin words, making the Sign 
of the Croſs with two Fingers 
and a Thumb over his Head, his 
Yins are forthwith forgiven 
him, although-he had never any 


thoughts of amendment, or in- 


tention to forſake his wickedneſs. 


27%) 


19,20.) Chriſt”s Miniſters, and 
the Diſpenſers of the Myſteries 
of Chriſt, and giventhem Pow- 
er to Inoſe on Earth whatſoever 
was to be looſed in Heaven , 
(Mat. 18. 18.) He undoubt- 
ediy believes, that whoſoever 


comes to them making a fin- 
cere and humble Confejſzor of 


his Sins, with a firm purpoſe of amendment, and a hearty reſo- 
lution of turning from his evil ways, may from them receive 
Abſolution, by the Authority given them from Heaven, and 
not donbt but God ratifies above, the Sentence pronounced 
1n that Tribunal, looſing in Heaven whatſoever is thus looſed by 
them on Earth. And that whoſoever comes without the due 
Preparation, without a Repentance.from the bottom of his 
heart, and real intention of forſaking his Sins, receives no be- 
nefit by the Abſolution ; but addeth ſin to (in, by a high con- 
tempt of God's Mercy, and abuſe of his Sacraments. 


 — 


—_— A —_—— __ — 


3. Of Indulgences. 


E believes, that his Holy 
H Father the Pope can 

= give him leave to com- 
mit what Sins he pleaſes, Eſpe 
cially if he can make him a Pre- 
ſent of a round ſum of Money, 
he never need doubt of obtain- 
72g an Jndulgence or Pardon 
for himſelf and his Heirs for 
ever, for all ſorts of Crimes or 
Wickedneſs, he, or any of his 
Poſterity may have convenience 
of falling into. And having this 
'Commuſlion-2z his Pocket, un- 


E believes it damna- 
| ble tohold, That the 
EA Pope, or any other 


Power in Heaven or Earth, 
can give him leave to commit. 
any Sms whatſoever : Or,that 
for any {um of Money he can 
obtain any Indulgence or Par- 
don tor Sin+ that are to be 
committed by him, or his 
ers, hervatter, He firmly be- 
lieves, {bat no Sins can be 
forgiven, bur by a true and 
hearty Kepentance : But _ 

It 


1” 


"> 
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der the Pope's Broad-Seal, he 


may be confident that Chriſt will 
confirm and ſtand to all that 
his Vicar upon Earth has grant- 
ed, and not call him to any ac- 
count for any thing he has dones 
although he ſhorld chance to die 
without the leaſt remorſe of Con- 
ſcience or Repentance for his 
S715. | 


{till there is a Power in the 


Church of granting Indulgence, 


which concern not art all the 
remiſſzon of ſrus exther Mortal 
or Venial 3 but only of ſome 
temporal Puniſhments remain- 
ing due after the Guilt 1s re- 
mitted. So that they are no- 
thiflg elſe, bit a Mztzeationor 
Relaxation, upon juſt Cauſes, 
of Canonical Penances, which 


are, or may be enjoyn'd by the Paſtors of the Church, on pe- 
nitent Sinners,: according-to; their ſeveral degrees.of demerit. 
And this he 1staught to be'grounded, onthe judiciary Power, 


left by Chriſt in his Church, of binding 


or loofing : 'whereby . 


Authority was given to erect a Court of Conſeence,'to aflign Pe- 
nalties'ory releaſe them, as Circumſtances ſhould require. And 
this Authority he knows Saint Paul plainly owr'd 5 (2 Cor. 2.6.) 
where he decreed a Penance; ſaffciert ({ays he) to ſuch a man, 


is this. puniſhment : And, 


(2 "Cor. 2. 10.) where he releaſed 


one 3 For your ſake (ipeaking of the Penance injoyn'd the In- 
ceſtuous Corinthian) I forgave it, in the Perſon of Chriſt. And 
what Mo; 1s given at any time onthis account, concerns not 
at all the Pope's Coffers, but is by every one given as they 


pleaſe, ether to the 
whereſoever they jud 


oor, to the Sick, to Prifoners, &+c. 
it moſt Charity. And though he 2c- 


knowledges many abuſes have been. committed in Graz: 
and Gaining Indulgences, through the default of ſome parcacu- 
lar Perſons; yet he cannot imagin how theſe can be in Ju- 
ſtice charg'd upon the Church, to the prejudice of her Faith 
and Doctrine; eſpecially fince he has been to caretul 4n the 
retrenching of them: As may be ſeen by what was done in 
the Council of Trext, Dec.de [ndulz. cr poteſtas. 
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9. Of SatisfadFion. S 


H* believes very injuriouſ- 
L b off __ s Paſſon, 
being perſuaded, that his Suffe- 
rings and Death were not fufft- 
ciently ſetisfaFory for our fins; 
tut that it is neceſſary for eF#ery 
one to make Satisfaction for 
themſelves. And for this end, af- 
ter he has been at Confeſſwon, the 
"IF injoyns him a Penance ; 
by t : 

is to ſatisfhe for his. offences 3 


* and thus —_ relying up- 


02 his own Penitential Works, 
he utterly evacuates Chriſt's 


Paſſion 3 ard though be profefe 
ſes himſelf a Chriſtian, and that 
Chriſt is his Saviour; yet by his 


little truſting to him,he ſeems to 
think him to be no better. than 
what his Cracifix informs him, 
that is, a meer Wooden oe. 


e performance of which, he 


_ | Ebelieyes it damnable, 

4A to think any thing in- 
jurioully of Chriſt's Paſſzor. 
Nevertheleſs he believes, that 
though Condign Satisfaction 
tor the Guilt of Sin, and the 
Pain Eternal due to it, be 
proper only to Chriſt our Sa- 
viour ; yet that Penitent fin- 
ners beingRedeem'd by Chriſt, 
and made his Members, may 
in ſome meaſure ſatisfie by 
Prayer, Faſtmg,Alms, ec. for 
the Temporal Pain,: which by 
order of God?s Juftice fome- 
times remains due »,. after the 
Guilt,and the Eternal Painare 
remitted. So tnat truſting in 
Christ as his Redeemer, he yer 
does notthink that by Chriſt's 
ſufferings, every Chriſtian 18 
diſchgrg*d of his particular 
Sufferings ; but that every 


one is to ſuffer ſomething for himſelf, as St.Paxl did, who by 
Tribulations,andin ſi ffering 1n his own. fleſh, did: accompliſh thoſe 
things, that wanted of the Paſſions of Chriſt; and this. notonly 
for himſelf, but for the whole Church. (Coloff. 1.2 4.) and this he 
finds every where in Scripture, viz. People admomih'd of the 
greatneſs of their ſins,doing Penance in Faſting,Sack-cloth and 
Aſhes,and by valuntary auſterities, endeavouring to. ſatisfie the 
Divine Juſtice. And theſe Perſonal SatisfaFions God has. ſuth- 


 ciently alſo minded him of, in the puniſhment of Moſes, Aaron, 


David and infinite others ; and evenin the AﬀiAions ſent by 
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7. 


(27) 

God upon ourown Age; in Plagnes, Wars, Fires,” Perſecitions, 
Rebellioxs ; and ſuch hike : Which, few are ſo Atheiſtical, but 
they confeſs, to be ſent from Heaven for the juft chaſtiſements 
of: our fins 3 and which we are to undergo, notwithſtanding 
the 1nfinite SatisfaFion made by Chriſt , and without any un- 
dervalumgof it; Now being thus convinc'd of ſome Tempo- 
ral Puniſhmentsbemg due to his fins, he accepts of all Tribu- 

lations, whetherin Body, Name or Eſtate, from whenceſoever 
the come, and with others of his own chuſfing, offers them up . 
to God,for the difcharging this debt, ſtill confefſing, that his 

Offences deſerve yet more. But theſepenitential Works he -is 
taught-to be no otherwiſe ſatisfaFory, than as joyned and 
apply*d to that Sat7-fa#ior, which Jefits made upon the Croſs; 
in vertue of which aloe, all our good Works find a gratetul 


acceptance 1n God's fight. 


— 


10. Of Reading the Holy Scripture. 


HE believes it part of his E believes it damnable 
- Duty to think meanly of in any one to think, 
the Word of God; +0 ſpeak ir- ſpeak or do any thing irreve- 
reverently of the Sctipture';' to verently towards the Serip- 
do what he is able, to lefſe#' the ture; or by any means what- 


repute of it , and brine it into 
diſgrace. And for thitend;he ſays 
#1s obſcure, full of ambiguous 
expreſſions , plain contradicti- 
ons, not fit to be read by theVul- 
gar , zor to be Tranſlated into 


Vulgar Lanenages: And with- 


out reſpe to Chriſt or his Apo- 
{tles,prophanely preaches.that n0 
ten Dooks inthe World has done 


fo'much miſchief to Chriſtianity 


as this one +: And under a vain 


ſoever to bring 3t into difre- 
pute or diſgrace. He holds it 


m the higheſt Veneration of 


all men Iiving, he profeſtcs it 
to be the Dew of Heaven, Ora- 
cles of God, Fonntaiz of Eter- 
nal Life ; that to prophane it, 
is to 1ncur the guilt of Dam- 
nation : And that we are ra- 
ther bound: to loſe our lives, 
than concur any way to Its 
prophanation. 'Fis true, he 

DD 2 ___ does 


( 28) | 
pretence of preventing farther does not think it fit,to be read 
inconveniencies, endeavours to generally by all, without Li- 
deprive all of this Spiritual com- cence, or mn the Valgar 
fort, of this Divine Food, of Tongues : Not for any diſre- 
this Heavenly Light, that ſ5 be- fpe& to it; But, 1. Becauſe 
ing kept in darkneſs, they may he- underſtands, that private 
be alſo preſerud in ignorance, Interpretation 1snot proper for 
and damned eternally. the Scripture, (2 Pet. 1. 20.) 

__ _ 2..Becauſe that in the Epiſtles 
of Saint Parl are certain things hard to be underitood, which the 
unlearned and unſtable deprave, as alſo the reſt of the Scriptures, 
to their own perdition, (2 Pet. 3. 16.) 3. Becauſe God hath gi- 
ven only ſore to be Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, other ſome Evange- 
lifts, and other ſome Paſtors and DoFors, (Epheſc4.1 1.)For theſe 
Reaſons, he is taught that 'tis not convenient for the Scripture 
to be read 7ndifferently by all men, but only by ſach as have - 
expreſs Licenſe,and good teſtimony from their Gurates 3 that 
they are humble,diſcreet and devout Perſons 3 and ſuch as are 
willing to obſerve directions in the peruſing thisSacred Volume; 
that is, take notice of all Godly Hiſtories, and tmitable ex- 
amples of Humility, Chaſtity, Obedience,mercy to the Poor, 
&-c. and allſuch placesas areapt to. provoke and ſtir up the 
hatred of Sin, fear of God's Judgments, love of Vertue, cc. 
and in all Hard, Obſcure and Diſputable Points to reter all to 
the Arbitrement of the Church, to the judgment of thoſe, 
whom God hath appointed Paſtors aud Do@Fors : Never pre- 
ſuming to contend, controul, teach, or talk of their own Sexſe 
and Pharnſte in deep Queſtions of Divinity,and high Myſteries 
of Faith 5 but expecting the Senſe of thefe from the Lips of 
the Preiſt who ſhall keep knowledg, and from whaſe month they ſhall 
require the Law, (Mal.2.7.) And this Cantion is uſed, leſt that 
the Scripture coming into the hands of a preſuming ſort of 
proud, curious and contentious People, be abuſed and per- 
_ verted 3 who make 1t their buſinefts toenquire into Dogmatt- 

cal, Myſtical, High and Hidden Secrets of God's Counſels 3 
into Predeſtznation, Reprobation, Eleion, Preſcience and other 


ſuch 


(.29) 
ſuch incomprehenſible Myſtzries; and upon the preſumption of 
I know not what Sprrit, immediately become Teachers,Control- 
lersand Fudges of DoFors, Church, Scriptures and all; and ac- 
knowledging no Aurhority left by Chriſt, to which they are 
to ſubmit ; under pretence of Scripture and Gods Word, make 
way for all ſort of Prophanereſs, Irreligion and Atheiſm. So that 
tis not for the preſerving Ipnorarce, he allows a reſtraint np- 
on the reading the Scrrptures,but for the preventing a blind,rg- 
norant Preſumption. And that it may be done to edrfication,and 
not to deſtruFion, and without caſting the holy to dogs, or pearts 


to ſwine. 


- 


m—___ 


11. Of Apocryphal Books. 


] E believes it lawful to 
4 make what Additions 
toScripture his Party thinks good; 


aud therefore takes no notice of 


the antient Canon approved by 
the Apoſtles and Primitive Chri- 
ſtians 5, but allows equal Autho- 
rity to the Books of Toby, Ju- 
dith , Eccleſtaſticns, Wiſdom 
and the Macchabees, as to the 
other part of the Scripture 3 al- 
though 77 were always rejed- 
ed by the Jews, never extant in 
the Hebrew Copy, and expreſly 


Condemned by Saint Jerome ,. 


as not Canonical, and never 
admitted by the Church, but 
only of late Years iz ſome of their 
Synods, which made theſe [nno- 
vations contrary to the Senſe of 
their Anceſtors. 


E believes it damnable 

to add any thing to 

the Scripture. An yet allows 
the Books of Toby, Fudith, Ec- 
cleſiaſticus, Wiſdom, Macchabees, 
to be Canonical: becauſe the 
Church of Chriſt has declard 
them ſuch 3 not only im theſe 
later Ages; but even in. the 
Primitive tines. Saint Greg. 
Nazianz. acknowledg'd them 


 Canonical.COrat.de SS. Macc. ) 


who lived in the Year 354. 
Alſo St. Ambroſe,(lib.de Jacob. 
OF vit.beat.) An.370. Innocen- 
tins 1. (Ep. ad Exup.) They 
were allo received by the 
Third Council of Carthage , 
Anno 419. which approv'd 
all theſe Books as Canonical . 

Can. 


Can.47. and was ſubſcrib'd by S. Avguſtine, and_confirm'din 
the Sixth General Synod. (Augnſt. 1:b.2. DoF. Chriſt.cap.8.) So 
that tohim *tis of little concern, whether they were ever in 


the Hebrew Copy the Canon of the Church of Chriſt being of 
much more Authority with him, than the Cano of the Jews ; 
He having no other aſſurance that the Books of Moſes , and 
the four Goſpels, are the true Word of God, but by the Au- 
thority and Canon of the Church. And: this he has learn'd from 
that great DoQtor St. Argnſtine,who declares his mind plainly 
n this caſe, ſaying, That he world not believe the Goſpel , except 


the Authority of the Catholick Church moved him therennto. ( cont. 


Ep. Fundam.c.g.) Now heis well ſatisfied, that many doubted 
whether theſe Books were Carorical or no; and amongſt o- 
thers, S. Jerome 5 becauſe the Chrrch had not then declar'd 
them ſo. But ſince the Church's Declaration,no Catholick ever 
doubted ; no more than of other Books, viz. of the Epiſtleto 
the Hebrews, the Epiſtle of S.James, the ſecond of S.Peter, the 
ſecond and third of S.Fobn, S.Judes Epiſtle, and the Apocalypſe : 
All which were for many yearsafter the Apoſtles time,doubt- 
ed of 3 but afterwards declared' and received as Canonical. 
This he finds St. Jerome exprefly confefling of himſelf, vis. 
That for ſometime the Book of Judith ſeemed. to him Apocryphal ; 
to wit, tl the Conncilof Nice declar'd. it otherwiſe. (Pref. in 
Judith.) The like he affirms of St.Jazze's Epiſtle; that it was 
doubted, of by many , for ſeveral years; but parlatim tempore 


procedente meruit authoritatem : By little and little in proceſs sf 


time it caind Authority (de viris alluſerb.Jacobus:.) For thisrea- 
fon he matters not, what Books havebeen reputed Aporryphat 
by ſome,and for ſome-years : But only what Books are Re- 
ceivd.and Declar'd by the Church,Canonicalin what year,and at 
what time ſocver, For believing that the ſame Spirit of trath 
aſliſts her in af Ages ; helook: upon himſelf equally obligd to 
receive her Defizitions of the Year 419. as of any. of. the pre- 
ced<nt years: It not being poſſible forChriſt to fail of his Prc- 


miſe,or the Holy Cholt to ery or wiſenide the Chirch in that 
year, more than in ary other. | 
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12. Of the Vulgar Edition of the Bible. 


B makes no Conſcience of 


abnſing the Scripture, 
and perverting it, for the main- 
 tenanceof his Errorsand Super- 


ſtitions. And therefore, though 


he dares not altogether lay it by ; 
leſt he ſhould, by ſo doing, boſe 
all claim to Chriſtianity : Tet he 
utterly diſapproves it, as it is in 
its genuine Truth and Purity, 


and as allawed in the Church of 


England ; ard crying this down, 
he believes it unlawful to be read 
by any of his Communion. And 
then puts into their Hands ano- 
ther Volume, which in its Fron- 


tiſ-piece bears the Title indeed of 


the Word of God, with the 
names of the Books and Chap- 
ters 5 but in the context of it, 
zs ſo every where full of Corrup- 
tons, Falſifications, and intol- 
terable Abuſes, that it almoſt e- 
very where belies its Title, and 
is unfit for.any one, who profeſ- 
ſes Eli a Chriſtian. WF 


- 


he daily uſes , commonly know 


E believes it a damnable 

fin, to abuſe the Serip- 

tyre, or any ways to pervert 
it, for the maintenance of Er- 
rors or Superſtitions; and 
thinks himſglf oblig'd, rather 
tolay down his lite, than con- 
cur to, or approve of,any ſuch. 
Faltifications or Corruptions,. 
prejudicial to- Faith or Good. 
Manners. For this reaſon, be- 
ing conſcious, that 1n all Ages. 
there has been ſeveral Cope? 
of this ſacred Volume, quite 
difterent from the Or7gials 
many places, either through 
the miſtake of the Tranſcribers, 
or alice of others , endea- 
vouring by this means to gain 
credtt toth-ir new Doctrines : 
He is commanded not to re- 
ceive all Books indiffterently 
for the Word of God, that 
wear that Title; but only ſuch 
as areapprovd by the Chxreh, 
and recommended to her as. 
Legitimate. And fuch 1s that,. 


n by the name of the Fulgar- 


Tranſlation which has been the principal of all other Latzz 


Copies in al 


ges, {ince the primitive times 5 much commens 


ded by S. Azguſtine ; and never altered in any thing,but once 
heretofore by the holy Studies of S. Hicr. And twice or thrice: 
fince, being review'd by Authority, and purg'd of ſuch mi- 


ſtakes, 
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ſtakes, as in length of time, -had crept in by Tranſcribers or 
Printers faults. And that #his Tranſlation” is moſt pure and 
incorrupt, as to any thing concerning matter of. Belzef, or dif- 
ferences in Relieron, 15 not only the Doftrine of hzs Church ; 
but alſo the Sentiment of many Learned Men of the Reforma- 
tron; who-approve this Verſron, and prefer it before any other 
Latin one whatſoever. Beza 1n his Preface to the New Te- 
ftament, Anno 1559. blames Eraſmus for rejeCting it. Paulys 
Fagins cries aut againſt all that diſallow it, (Cap. 4: Verſe Lat. 
Paraphr. Chald.) Lydovics de Dien,with admiration confeſles it 
to be moſt Faithful, (in Not, ad Evang. Pref.) Caſanbon prefers 
it before the Greek Text now in uſe 3 and acknowledges that 
it agrees with the ancient Manuſcripts, (in Not. ad Evang. & 
AF.) Grotins profeiles to the World, that he highly eſteems 
it, for that it contains no erroneous Opinions, and is very 
Learned 3 (mlla dogmata inſalubria continent, & multum habct 
in ſe eruditionis, Pref. Annot. in vet. Te3t..) And tor this reaſon, 
he refers his Anotations generally to this Tranſlation, as he de- 
clare; himſelf. So that, ſeeing this Verſzoz 18'deliver*d to him 
with the approbation of his whole Church, and is commended 
by moſt Learned Adverſariesz he thinks he. has great reaſon 
to receive it, and that he way peruſe it, without any danger 
that can come to him, from any Corruptions or Fal{ifications. 
And becauſe he has not the like aſſurance of the Eneliſh Tran- 
flation, allowed by Proteſtants, or any other made ſince. the 
teformation, by any of that Perſuafion; but ſees, that there has 
been almoſtas different . Tranſlations made and Publiſh'd by 
theſe, as there has been Men of different Humours, different 
Spirits, and different Intereſts 5 whereof none have ever ap- 
prov*d the Yerſrons of any of the reſt; bur cryd out againſt, 
and Condern'd them, of many Alterations, Adaitions, De- 
traFions, and Forgeries, Bucer and the Ofcandriuns exclaiming 
againſt [ther 5 Lather againſt Muzſter 5 Beza agaiygſt Caſtaleo 
Caſtales againſt Beza 3 Calvin againſt Servetss : i TICHS A 
gainſt Calvin and Bezz, Our Engliſh Miniſters againſt Tindal 
and his Fellows: And this, not. upon the account of ſome 
OVET= 
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overſights, or light miſtakes, or the following of different Co- 
pies; but accuſing one another of being Abſard and Serſeleſs, 
1n their Tranſlations 3 of obſcuring and perverting the meaning 
of the Holy Ghoſt, of Omciſſions and Additions,” of perverting 
the Text incight hundred forty and eight places 3 of corrupt 
and Jai Tranſlations ; all which inexpreſs Terms, has been 
charg'd by great Abettors of the Reformation againſt a Bible 
yet usd in Ergland , and ordered to be read in all Churches 
by Queen Elizabeth, and to be ſeen in the Abridgment of a 
Book deliver'd by certain Miniſters to King James , pag. It, 
12. in Mr. Burge's Apology, Se&.6. Mr. Broughton's Advertiſc- 
ment tothe Biſhops. And in DoCtor Reyzold's retuling before 
the King at Hampton-Conrt, to ſubſcribe to the Communion- 
Book , becauſe it warranted a corrapt and falſe Tranſlation of 
the Bible. For theſe,and ſuch other reaſons, he is commande 
not toread any of theſe Tranſlations ; but only that, which 
is recommended to him by the Church. 


13. Of the Scripture 4s a Rule of Faith. 


E belietes it lawful ; nay, 
that it is his obligation 
to nndervalue the Scripture, and 
take from it that Authority , 
which Chriſt gave it, For where- 
as Chriſt left this to the World, 
#5 the Rule of Faith, and os a 
Sacred Oracle, from whence all 
his Followers might be in[truded 
in the Precepts of a_good, Life, 
learn- all the Myſteries of their 
Faith, ard be reſolved in all dif- 


's E beltevesit damnable 


to undervalue the 
Scripture , Or take from it 
the Authority given ut by 
Chriſt. He gtves jt all reſpect 
due to the Ford of God ; he 
owns it to be of greateſt A- 
thority apon Earth, and that 
It 1s capable of leading a Man 
to all Truth , whenſvever 1t 
is rightly underſtood. - But 
to any one that miſunder- 


ſtands 


ficult and doubtful Points of Ree» - ſtands it, and takes it in any * 
ligion :« He 7s taught fiat to other ſenſe, than what was 
deny all this , and to believe that intended by the Holy Ghoſt ;, 
the Scriptare 7s not capable of he believes it to ſuch an one, 
deciding any one paint of Con- to be no Scripture, no Word 
troverſie, or reconciling the dif- of God ;, that to ſich an one, 
ferent Sentiments of Men inRe- it is 0 Rule of Faith, nox 
ligion : Ard thus demeans him- Judge 'of Controverſies. And 
ſelf towards the Word of God, that what he thinks to be the 
in a manner moſt unbecoming a DoGrine of Chriſt, and Com- 
Chriſtian. mand of Heaven, is nothing 

but his own Imagination and 
the Syggeſtion of the Devil. And fince, by the experience 
of ſo many thouſand Herefres ſince our Saviour's time, all - 
pretending to be grounded on Scriptare, he finds that almoſt 
every Text of the Bible, and even thoſe that concern the 
moſt Eſſential and Fundamental Points of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, may be interpreted ſeveral ways, and made to ſignifie 
things contrary to one another ; and that while thus contrar 
meanings are by ſeveral Perſons drawn from the ſame Words : 
the Scripture is altogether filent, without diſcovering which 
of all thoſe ſenſes is #hat intended by the Holy Ghoſz, and 
leading to Truth, and which are Erroneous and Antichri- 
ſtian : He i taught to believe, that the Scripture alone can be 
no Rule of Faith to any Private or Particular Perſon ; not 
that there is any thing wanting on the Scriptare-ſide 3 but be- 
cauſe no Private Perſon can; be certain, whether amongſt all 
the ſeveral meanings every Text 1s obnoxtous to, that which 
he underſtands in it, 1s the Rzght,” or zo. And without this 


certainty of Truth, and ſecurity from Error, he knows, there's 
nothing capable of being a+ Kule. 
"5 
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14. Of the Interpretation of Scripture. 


E believes that his Church 
which he calls Catholick, 


is above the Scripture 3 and 


prophanely allows to her an un- 
controllable ny of being 
Judg of the Word of God, 
And being fondly abuſed into a 
diſtru$t of the Scriptures, and 
that he can be certain of nothing, 


ever of tbe Fundamentals of 


Chriſtianity, from what is del:- 


vered in them, though they ſpeak, 


never ſo plainly 5, he is taught 
to rely wholly upon: this Church, 
and not to believe one word the 


Scripture jays,»rleſs his Church 


E believes, that -the 
Church 1s not above 
the Scripture > but only al- 
lows that Order between them, 
as is between the Judge and 
the Law. And is no other, 
than what generally every 
Private Member of the Re- 


formation challenges to him- 


ſelf, as often as he pretends 
to decide any *Doubt of his 
own, or his Neighbour in 
Religion, by interpreting the 
Scripture, Neither is he 
taught at all to diſtruſt the 
Scripture, or not to relie on 


Jays it too. it 3 but only to diſtruſt his 
own private Jnterpretation of 
it, and not to relie on -his own Judgment, in the Reſolution 
of any Donbt concerning Faith or Religion, though he can 
produce ſeveral Texts in favour of his Opinion. But in all 
ſach Caſes he is commanded to recur - to the Church; 
and having learnt from her, the ſenſe of all ſuch Texts ; 
how they have been underſtood by the whole Commu- 
nity of Chriſtians, in all Ages fince the Apoſtles; and 
what has been their Receivd Do@rine, in ſuch doubtful 
and difficult Points ; he is oblig'd to ſubmit to this and never 
preſume on his own Private Sentiments , however ſcemingly 
grounded on Reaſox and Scripture, to Believe or Preach any 
New Do#rine oppoſite to the Belief of the Church; but asf.e re- 
ceives from her the Book , ſoalſoto receive from her the ſenſe 
of the Book: With a Holy Confidence, that ſhe that did not 
cheat him in delivering a Falſe Book for the True one, will not 


E 2 cheat 


(36) 
cheat him in delivering a Falſe and Eryoneowus ſenſe for the 
True one; her Authority, which is ſufficient in the one, be- 
ing ot leſs m the other: And his own Private Judgment, 
which: was inſufficient in the one, that is, in finding out the 
Tr:e Scripture , and diſcerning it from all other Books ; be- 
ing as incapable and inſufficient in the other , that is, in cer- 
tainly diſcovering the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, and avoid- 
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ing all other Heterodox and Miſtaken Interpretations. 
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I5. Of Tradition. 


E believes the Scripture 
to be 1mperfet: Aud 
forthe ſupplying of what he thinks 
Defective in it, he admits 
Humane Ordinations ; * and 
Traditions of Mex ; allowing 
equal Authority to theſe, as. to 
the . Scriptures themſelves ; 
thinking himſelf 2s much oblig'd 
to ſubmit to theſe, and believe 
them with Divine Faith, as he 
does, whatſpever is written in 
the Bible, and confriſedy ſpoken 
by the Anthor of all Truth, God 
himfelf. Neither will he admit 
of any one to be a Member of his 
Communion, altho he undoubt- 
edly believes every HYord thats 
written in the Scripture un- 
leſs he alſo aſſents to theſe Tra- 
ditions, aud gives as great cre- 
dit to them as to the Word of 
| God, although inthat, there is 


| E believes,the Scripture 

not to be imperfeF,nor 
to want Human Ordinations, 
or Traditions of Men, for the 
ſupplying any defects 1n it : 


Neither does he allow the 
ſame Authority to theſe, as to 


the Word of God;or give them 
equal credit or exact it of 0- 
thers, that deſire to be admit- 
ted into the Communion of 
his Church. He believes no Di- 
vine Faith ought to be given 
to any thing , but what is of 
Divine Revelation ;, and that 
nothing is to have place in his 
Creed,but what wastanght by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles; and has 
been believd and taught mm 
all Ages by the Chyrch of God, 
the Congregationof all True 
Believers, and has been ſo de- 
liverd down to him mougy 
a 


(ES, 


' not the leaſt fooiſtep of them to all Ages. But now , whether 


be found. that which has been ſo delive- 

_ _-. _.. red downto hum, as the Do- 
darine of Chriif and his Apoſtle:, haz been by Word of Month, 
or Writing 5 is altogether indifferent to him; he being ready 
to follow,in this point,asin all others, the command of S. Pal, 
that is, To ſtand faſt,and hold the Traditions he has learw d,whe- 


ther by Word, or by Epiſtle, (2 Theſſ,2.15.) And to look upon 


any oneas Anathema, that ſhall preach otherwiſe than he has(thus) 


received, (Gal.1.9.) So that, as heundoubted holds the Serip- 


ture to bethe Mord of God, pennd by Prophets and Apoſtles, 


and inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe in all Ages, from Mo- 


ſes to Chriſt,and from Chriſt to this time,it has been ſo Taught, 
Preach'd, Believ'd and Deliver'd ſtcceitively by the Faithfal; 
and never ſcruplestheleaſt'of the truth of it 3 nor ſticks to 
aſſent to it, with a ſtedfaſt and Divine Faith ; altho they are 
not, nor havenot at any time been able, to prove what they 
have thus taught,and deliver d,with one Text of Scriptre. In 
the like manner.,jis he ready to receive and believe.all that thi; 
ſame Congregation has, together with the Bible, 1n all Ages ſuc- 
ceilively, without interruption, Taught, Preach'd,Behev'd and 
Deliver'd as the DoFrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles 3 and aflent. 
to it with Divize Faith 3, juſt as he does to the Bible 3 and e- 
ſteems any one Anathema, that ſhall Preach otherwiſe than he. 
has thus receiv'd.And although ſome may ſeriouſly endeavour 
to convince him, that ſeveral Pointsof Faith, and other Relt- 
g10Us Practiſes, which he has thus recerv'd and belteves,are not 
the Doctrine of Chriſ?,nor Apoſtolical Inſtitutions, but rather 
Inventions of Men, and Leffons of Antichriſt,and ſhould pro- 
duce ſeveral Texts of Scripture for the proving of it: Hes not 
any thing furpriz'd at it:As well knowing, that he that follows 
not this Rule,of Believing all to be of Chriſt,that has been univer- 


fally taught and believ'd as ſuch 5 by the Church of Chriſt 5 and 


of underſtanding the Scripture in the ſame ſenſe , in which it 
has in all Ages, been underſtood by the ſame Church 5 may Vve- 
ry eafily frame as many Creeds as hz pleaſes, and 0X8 

riſt 


(38) 

Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſpeak what ſhall be moſt agreeable 
to his Humonr,and ſuit beſt with his IztereF,and find plain 
proofs for all : And make no more difficulty in produ- 
cing Scripture againſt Chriſt's Do#rine, than the Zews and 
the Devil did againſt Chrifts Per/on#, who never wanted 
their Scriptum eſt; (Jt is written z) when *twas neceſſary to 
carry on their defigns. And if there were any thing in 
theſe ſort of Arguments, to make him doubt of the truth 
of any Poixt of DoQtrine, thus receiv'd ; he thinks it 
might make hir call in queſtion the Truth of the Scr:p. 
ture and the Bible it ſelf, as ſoon as any thing elſe. . They 
all ſtanding upon the ſame foundation of the Chureh's 
Tradition, which, if it fail in one, leaves no ſecurity in 
any. h 


— — _ 


16. Of Conncils. 


| Ebelieves that the Faith 
of his Church may re- 


E belives that the Fazrrh 
of his Church can re- 


ceive wew Additions every 
day : And that h? is not only 
oblig*d to believe what Chriſt 
taught, and his Apoſtles ; but 
alſo every Definition or Decree, 
of any General-Council «ſ- 
ſembled by the Command of the 
Pope. So that as often as any 
thing is iſſu-d out, by the Au- 
thor:ty of any of theſe Church- 
Parliaments, and orderd to 
be beliewad; be thinks himſelf 
under pain of Damnation, im- 
med-'ately bound to receive it 3, 
and heving adatd it to his 
Creed, to aſſent to it with as 


ceive no Aaaitions ; and that 
he is oblig'd to believe no- 
thing, beſides that which 
Chrift taught and his po- 
files; and if any thing con- 
trary to this, ſhould be de- 
find and commanded to be 
believ*d, even by ten thou- 
ſand Councils, he believes it 
dammnable in any one to re- 
ceive it, and by ſuch De- 
crees, to make Additions x0 
his Creed. However, he main- 
tains the Neceſſity and Right 
of Geperal Councils lawfully 
Aſſembled ; whoſe buſineſs 

it 
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Faith, as if it had bees Com- 
maxnded by Chriſt himſelf, and 
Decreed in. the Conſiſtory of 
Heaven. And by this means 
he never eomes to underſtand 
his Religion or know what he is 
to Believe: but by the contrnual 
Alterations, Additions Dimi- 
nutions, Interpretations, of 
th:fe Conmils h: is preſerud 
in a neceſlary Confuſion ; avd 
though he changes often, yet 
he fondly thinks himſelf always 
the ſame. 


(39) 
Firm, S Sw and Divine a 


it 15, not to coin yew Articles 
of Faith, or deviſe Freſb 
Tenets, but only, as often 
as any Point of Receiy'd 
DoQrine is impugned or 
call*d in queſtion ; to debate 
the matter ; and examine, 
what has been the Belief of 
all Nations (who are there 
preſent in their Prelates) in 
that Point. And this being 
agreed on, to publiſh and 
make known to the World, 
which .is the Catholick Do- 
aFrine, left by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ; and which the 


me broach'd Error. And by this means to prevent the loſs 


of infinite numbers of Souls, which might otherwiſe be 
deluded; and carried away after new inventions 5 not be- 
ng capable by their own knowledge and abilities to diftin- 
guiſh betwixt 7ruth and Fz!ſhood, and diſcover the ſubrilties 
of every crafty D:c:zver. And in this caſe he believes thar 
he is oblig'd to ſubmit, and receive the Decrees of ſuch 
a Conncil; the Paſtors and Prelates there preſent, being 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles appointed, for the deciſion of 
luch Controverfies.1hey having the care of that flock com- 
mitted to them, over nhich the Holy Ghoſt bas made thens 
Overſeers, to feed th: Church of God, ( Af. 20. 28.)-and to 
watch againſt thoſe Men,who ſhould ariſe from «mong them- 
ſelves, ſpeaking perverſe things to draw Diſciples after them, 
(2b. Ferſ. 30.) And he having recciv'd Commands likewiſe 
the whole flock of Chrift,to obey :heir Prelates,and to be ſubjeF 
to them, nho watch,and are to rexacy an account for their ſouls, 
(Heb. 13.17.)with an aſſurance,cthat, He that heareth them, 
heareth Chriſt ;and h: that d:ſpiſets thems deſviſet» Chriſt, ( Lak. 
10. 16,) And withal being taught, that as this way of the 

Antients 


4c | h | 
Antients of the Church and Prelates meerving, in caſe of | 
any danger threatning their Flock, or any new DoQrine 
ariſing ; was the means inſtituted by Chrift, and practiſed * 
by the 2poftes, in the firſt planting of the Church, for the 
preventing Schi/ms, and preſerving Unity among the Faith - 
ful, and that they ſhould [peak and fhink the ſame thing, and 
be per fetHy joyn'd together tn the ſame mind,and ſam? judgment, 
(x Cor. 1.10,)S0 it ought to be the means in all ſucceeding 
Ages, for the preventing Divjftozs, and conſerving Unity 
ainong the Faithful. And that therefore, as that Contro- 
verſie concerni g the neceffity of Circumciſion, (AF. &. 15.) 
ariſing in the Apoliles time, was not decided by any Private 
Perſonz nor even by Paul and Barnabas, who nevertheleſs, 
had receiv'd the Holy Ghoſt, and one would have thought, 
might have pretended to the Spirit and a heavenly Zight ; 
but by a Gerzeral Meeting of the Apoſtles and Elders of the 
Church at Feruſalem who were conſulted by Paul and Bar- 
nabas about this queſti"n. So all other Diſputes and difficulties 
of Religion ariling in ſucceeding Apes, 01ght to be referr'd 
to the Succeſſors of the Apoftles (whoſe Charge, Dignity 
and Office is to continue to theend of the World, though 
they are dead in Perſon) who are to conſider of the matter, 
(A#.15.6.) as the Apoſtles did 3 while all the Multituae keeps 
ſilence, (Yerſ.12.) without any one preſuming on any Learn- 
ins, Gifts, Vertue, Prayers or [nſpiration, to intermeddle in 
the Diſpute, or putan end to the Qu:#4107: This being none 
of their buſineſs or obligation, bur only with all Patience 
and Humility to expeQt the Determination of their Prelates 
and Zlders, and receive it with the ſame expreſſions, as 
thoſe Go'd Chriſtians did heretofore, who rejoxced for the 
conſolation, (Ad.15,31,) And unleſs this, that the 2poflzs 
did, 'and their Obſequtons flock, be taken as a Pattery in all 
Apes, for the ending. ſuch like difficulties : he believes 
'tis impoſſible that Believers ſhould ſtand faſt with one ſpirit, 
with one mind, ( Phil. 1. 27.) and be not carried away with 
divers and ſtrange DotFrines, (Heb. 33.9) 


17. Of 


' and cannot gecerve. 
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17. Of Irfallibility in the Church, 


= belives that the Pa- 

ftors and Prelates of 
his Church are Infallible, 474 
that like ſo many Divine Ora: 
cles, or petty Familiar Dei:tes, 
th:y are exempt from Error, 
| But this 
eſpecially, when they are met 
together in a General Coun- 
Cll : It being a main part of his 
Faith, That then they are ſe- 
cure from all miſicke; and 
that it is as imp ſſible for th-m 
ro decline either to the right- 
hand or te 15+ left, in any of 
th.ir Definitions and D:crees, 
as it is for God to leave Hea- 
Ven, and become th: Aithor of 


lies.Thus fonaly belicving theſc 


ro br affifted with a meceſſa- 
ry Infall:bilty ke Gods,whom 
th ir Ja+oranceull Example and 
Debauch'd 7;wes,to a truc Con- 
ſiderer, ſcarce {p a: to be Ma. 
As if Gea Almighty did fo 
blind; throw his Benefits and 
Graces amon2ft his Creatar:s, 
that none ſhould have a mere 
porerful aſſiſtance of God's 
Truth and Tufallible Spirit, 
than thoſe in whom there was 


leaſt of Goa to be fonna, 


F 


E believes that the Pa- 
{tors and Prelates of 
his Church are Fall;ble ; that 
there 1s none of them, bur 
may fall into Errors, Hereſie 
and Schiſm, and confequent- 
ly are ſubje&t to miltakes. 
But that the whole Church 
can fail, or be deceiv'd in 
any one Point ot Faith, this 
he belier ez impoſſible;know- 
ing it tobe built on better 
P;omiſ:s; ſuch as ſecure her 
tromall Eryor, and danger 
of Prevarication. Her Foun- 
aation being laid by Chriſt, 
azainſk which the gates of hell 

all not prevatl, (Matt. 16. 
18.) The Power that pro- 
tects her, being Chriſt him- 
ſelf; Behold, 7 am with 
you all gays, (Vatch. 28. 
20.) The Spirit that Gmides 
and Zeaches her, being the 
Comforter the H-ly Ghoſt; 
who ſhall teach h-y all things, 
ana ſugaef? to h:r all things 
that Chriſt has ſaia to her, 
(Zeb. 14 26.) The re that 
ſhe 1s to be thus preteded, 
tzugh: and :/ijtea, being not 
only while rhe 4poſtles lived, 
or for the krit chree, four 
or 


_ —_ 
or five hundred years next after ; but for ever, to theend 
of the World, Behold, 7 am with you all aays, (Matt. 28. 

20.) He will give you another Paraclete, that be may abide 
with you for evers(Foh. 14.16.) And the thing, that ſhe is 
to be thus taught to the end of the World, being all zruth: 
He ſball teach you all truth, {Foh. 16. 13.) Now being aſſu- 
red by theſe: Promiſes, that the Church of Chriſt ſhall be 
| tughe all'T ruth by the ſpecial aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, 
to the end-.of the World.z the .has: Faith to believe, that 
Chriſt will make his Fords good ;, and that his Church ſhall 
never fail, gor be corrupted with Antichriſtian Doctrine, 

nor. be the Miſtreſs of Errors; but ſhall be taught all Truth, | 
and ſhall teach all Truth to the Conſummation of things 5 
and that 'whoſoever hears her, h:ars Chrift : Aud whoſoever 
deſpif. th her, deſpiſes Chrift ; and orght to be efteem d 175 an 
Heathen or a Publicin, (Matt. 18. 17.) The Irke affiſtance 
of the;Holy Ghoſt, hei believes to bel in all General Councils, 

which-1s' :the Charchreprefentstive : (as the Parliment is the 
Repreſentanve of the Nation: } by which they: are ſpecially 
Protected from all Z#rror,in all Definitions and Declarations 
10 matters of Faith," So that what rhe Apoſtles pronounc'd 
concerming the (Reſult tot; their Council ;- (A. 15. 28.) 
1t hath ſeem d good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to ws ; hedoes not 
doubt; may be pretix'ds to all the: Derezminations in Poirit 
of Faith, Refoly'd 'ony\by any' General-Council la fully Al- 
{erabled ficice that time, orto be held'to'the Worlds ends. 

The 4/7 ſtance being. to extend as far as the Promiſe. And 
though 'ris poſſible that ſeveral of the Prelates and Paſtors 
in ſuch an Aſſembly,as alſo many others in Communion with 
the Church of Chriſt, ſhould at other times, either through 
Pr-d: or Tyn0raxce, prevaricate, make Innovations 10 Faith, 
teach erroneous Dottrines, and endeavour to draw num- 
bers after them 3 yet he is taught, that this does not at all 
argue a Fallibility in the Charch ; nor prejudice her Faith, 

bur only the Perſors, that thus unhappily fall inro theſe 
. Errors, and cut themſelves off from being Members of the 
My itical 
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Myſtical Body of Chriit upun; Earth +: Whilltthe Bel ef of 
the Church remains pure anc! untainted ; and experiences 
the truth of what St. Paz! faretold,. chat. Grievons wolves 
ſhall enter in among you, not ſparin: the flock: A'ſo of your 
own ſelves ſhall mn ariſ”, ſpea"ing perverſ: things, to draw 
away Diſciples after them, (2d, 20. v' 29, 40.) Which as 
It prav'd true.even in: the Apotlties time, by the fall of /Vz- 
cholis and bis followers, as alfo of feveral others: So it has 
been verifed inall Ages {ince, by turbulent and preſuming 
Spirits broaching new Dottrines, and making 'Separa' ions 
and £hiſms: Bur: this without: cafting any more. aſperfion 
on the Cherch'or Congregstion of the' Faithful, than the fall 
of Fidas did onthe Apoftles';' or the/Rebellion of? Zuciftx on 
the Hierarchy of Azg:l;; which was'no more than thar 
ſuch wicked and preluming Spirts meet our from among(t 
them, and were exp-/Pd their .Communion, as unworthy. 
Neither docs it.refl=&ar all on the Churches Hathority, or 
make the Truth of her Doctrine queſtionable tohim ; thar 
many of her Emincat Members, Doctors, Prelares and 
Leading Men, have been, or. are, great and enormous ſtz- 
acrs, infamous for their Pride, Covetonſnerſs, or other ices 
whatſdever : The-Prowi/es of GodPs' rantinuil-: and: nninter- 
rupten. Aſiftans? to lus Churgh, tbeigg not: ro bderfruftrated 
by the wickedneſs of fuck: pariicular Men, though in great 
Digaities. Theſe Promiſes being mace ſurer to Her, than 
ever to. the Zuwiſh Church : Which nevertheleſs ſtood firm 
in her Authority, and the Delivery of 7ruth,..ngtwithitand- 
ing, the frequent /do/atry of the People, Nadaband Abihn's 
(Conſecrared Prieſts) offering ſtrange fire : .Corah, Nathan, 
and Abiram's making a great Schiſm, and the ſins of. Moſes 
and Aaror, and other her High-Prielts in all ſucceeding 
Ages:. Nay though all things touching Religion and Ver: 
tus were in a manner run to decay, in our Saviour's time, 
both in Pr: ffs and: People; yet did he maintain the 4#'ho-. 
rity of the Fe-2þ Church, and command all t5 be Obedient, 
and ſubmit rorthoſe who had rhe ſuperiority 3 without call- 
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Ing in queſtion their Authority, or doubting of the reaſon- 
ablenels of their Commands. 7he Scribes and Phariſees (ſays 
he, Mat. 23. 2.) fit in Moſes's Chair : All therefore, what- 


foever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do: But do ye not 


after their works, If therefore God's ſpecial Aſſiſtance was 
never wanting to the Church of the Zews, ſo as to let it fail in 
the 7ruth of 1ts DoF aine, or its Authority ; notwithſtanding 
the Pride, Covetouſneſs, Cruelty, Impiety, Idolatry, of 
many of her Zevites, Elders, Prieſts and High Prieſts , Why 
ſhould not he believe the ſame of the Church of Chriſt, which, 
2s St. Paul ſays, is built on better Promiſes ; and that it re- 
mains entire in the 77th of her Dofrine, and her Aut ho- 
rity, notwithſtanding the viciouſneſs of many of her Gover- 
xours? Eſpecially, ſince he's in a manner confident, that 
there has been nothing ſo infamous acted by any Prie#s, 
Prelates, Popes or others, ſince Chriſt's time, but what ma 
be fellow'd, nay, was out-done by the Priefts of the Fews. 
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18. Of the Pope. 


E believes the Pope to 
be his 


zo be far above a'l the Angels. 
That Chriſt is no longer Head 
of the Church, but that this 
Holy Father hath taken his 
place; and that whitſoever he 
Orders, D:crees or Commanas, 
is to be ruceived ty his Flock, 
with the ſame reſpe&, ſubmiſſt- 
on and awe, as if Chriſt had 
ſpoken it by bis mouth. Por 
that his Holineſs hiwwing once 
recetya th: Tripple-Crown 
on his Head, is now no more 


great God, and. 


'E believes the Pope to 
be none of his God. 
neither Great nor Zz#tle 
that he 1s not above the 
Angels, bur only a Man. He 
believes that Chri#, as he 1s 


ſupreme Maſter, Governonr 


and Zord of all Created 
things, fo alſoof his Church, 
of which he acknowledges 
him to be the Founder and 
Head. Burt as notwithitandipg 
this Lordſhip and Headſhip*of 
Chriſt over all things, every 


Fither of a Family owns him- - 


f0 
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| #0 be looPd wpon 4 a Man, 
. bat as Chriſt's Vicar, whoſe 
. Office it is to Conſtitute - and 
Oraain ſnch things as Chriſt 
forgot, when he mas upon 
Earth, not throughly conſuder- 
ing, what would be the Exi- 
gexcies of his Flock in future 
Ales. And for this intent, 
he ts aſſiſted with 4 certain My- 
ſterious Infallibility 5 ſuch a 
hides it ſelf, when he is upon 
his owes . Private Concerns, 
\ expoſes him to all th: Deſigns, 
Cheats, Malice, and Machina- 
tions of his Enemies, and hits 
him be as eaſily overſeer, as 
imprudent, as filly as his Neigh- 
boars. 
to his Chlir, to hear any Pub- 
lick Buſineſs, then it begins 
fo appear, and protetts hins 
from all Miſtake and Errors 3 
and he becomes immediately 
full of the Holy Ghoit, though 
he had the Devil and all o 
Villani:s and Wickeds:({s in 
him juſs before. 


or that has any Superiority. 


But whep he comes 1n-. 


ſelf to be after of it under 
Chriſt ; every petty Com- 
maxnaer of a Ship, ſtyles him- 
ſelf Maſter of it under God ; 
and every Prince, King and 
Emperor is confeſled ſupreme 


Lord and Governour of his 


Dominions #»der God:So alſo 
he|believes that there 1s a Pa- 


ffor, Governour and H-ad of 


ChriſPs Church under Chri#, 
to wit, the Pope or Biſhop of 
Rome, who is the Succeſſor of 
St. Peter, tro whom Chriſt 
committed the care of hts 
Flock; znd who hath been ' 
follow'd now by a Viſible Suc- 

ceſſiow of above 250 Biſhops: 
Acknowledg'd as ſuch in all 
paſt Ages by the Chriſtian 
World. And now believing 
the Pope to enjoy this Digni- 
ty, he looks upon himſelf 
oblig'd to ſhew him that Re- 
ſpe&, Submifſion and Obe- 
dience, which is due to his 
Place; a thing which no bo- 
dy can in Reaſon or Conlct- 


. ence deny ro any one in Re/e, 
Neither does he 


doubt bur 


God aſliſts thoſe, who have this Charge, with a particular 
h:lping Grace, ſuch as has a ſpecial re{pe& to the Office and 
Fanition, more than to the Perſon, Such was given to al} 
the Prophets, when they were ſent to Preach : Such to 
Moſes,when he was mide God to Pharaoh, C Exod. 7. 1.) 
Such to the Seventy Fld rs, when God taking of the Spirit 
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of Moſes, gave it unto thim, and conſtituted». ther! Fudge. 
Such to Cajphas, who inCounctl, propREſied of 'the Death 
of Chrift, which St. Fohn aſcrib'dvnot” to his Perſon, but 
to his Office of High-Prieff.: (Joh. 114 51.) And thu Ipake 
be. not of himſelf. but being High-Prieſt that year, he Prophe- 
firdy, that bed ſhonld. die for that Nation, By 'Priviledge | 
of kis-.Office,. uttering a.7rath, which +he 'himſslf never 
meant. With ſuch like he/pizg Grace he doubts not but 
God generally affiſts the Paſtors of the Ne» Zaw, and more | 
eſpecrlly the Hieh-Prieſt, for the Good of the whole Flock. 
And. therefore though he were-as wicked as Cazphas, yet 
he 1s ready «0 tender him all reſpef# due ro: his Fanttion, 
and obey him in every thing concerning the Zxtrciſe of his | 
Charge, not forany conſideration of his Perſon, but meer- | 
ly for the Office he bears : It being the Duty of a good Sox 
to Ob.y his Father, and of a Zoyal Subject his King; and 
_ .-never1to queſtion their Authority, or diſrefpe&t them in | 
thezr Office, though for ſome particular Vices, they may 
have little reſpe& for-their Perſozs. In this manner 1s he | 
ready to bchave hinfſ{elf towards: his Chizf Paſtor, with | 
-all Reverence' and Submilfon;, never iorupling to receive 
| his' Decrees and: Dofrartfons, Nuchi\as arevflued -torth by his 
Authority, with all their/due circumſtances, - and-accord- 
ing to Zaw, in the' concern. of the whole Flock, And 
this whether he has the affiſtance of a Divine D»fallivity, 
or no: Which, tho? ſome allow him, ' withoot being 10 a 
General Conncil, yer he is fatisfied, 'tis only their Opinion, 
and fiot their Faith, there being no Obligation 'from 'the 
Church of afſenting to any: ſuch Doctrine. And therefore, 
as 1n any Civil government, the Sentence of the Supreme 
Fudge or Higheſt Tribunal, 1s th be Obey'd, tho' there be 
no afturance of Tafali;bility or Divine Protittion from Error 
or Miſtake ; So is he taughr, thould be done to the Or- 
ders of the Supreme Paſtor, whether he be 7zfallible 
Or NO. 
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Ig, Of Diſpenſations. 


_Þ Ebelieves,that the Pope 
has Authoyity to diz 

ſpence with the Laws of God; 
and abſolve any one from the 
obligation of keeping the Com- 
maniments, So that, if he has 
but his Holy Fathers leave, he 
may configently difſerable, lie, 
ond forſwyear himſelf in all 
whatſoever he pleaſes, and ne- 
ver be in danger od being call'd 
fo an account at the laſt day ; 
' eſpecially if his Lying and 
 Forſwearing was for the com- 
: mongood of th: Church: there 
' being then a ſure Reward pre- 
' par'd for him in Heaven, as a 
' recompence of. his good [mten- 
' tions and. heroick Atchieve- 
ments:' Ag? if at any time 
he fhou/d chance to be catch'd in 
' the manegement of anyof theſe 
 Publick ava Church-con- 
' Cerns, and berng obnoxious to 
Penal Zaws, ſhould have Sea- 
tence of Death paſs'd on him ; 
he has liberty at his laſt hour 04 
the Scaffold or Ladder,to make 
a Pulick Deteſtation of all {::ch 
Crimes, to make Proteſtations 
of his Innocence ; ts ca'l God 
to witneſs, that he dies unjuſtly; 


E believes, that - the 

Pope has no Authority 
to 4:ſpenſe with the Zaw of 
God; and that there's no 
Powey upon Earth can #bſolve 
any one from the Obligation 
of keeping the Commands 
ments. or give leave to Ze, 
or Forſw.ar 3 or make, that 
the breaking of any the /zaft 
Divine Precept, {hafl not be 
accountable'for, at the day 
of Judgment. ' He 1s taught 
by his Church in all Books of 
DireQion, 1n all-Catechiſms, 
in all Sermons, that every 
Lieis a Sin ; that to call God 
to witneſs to an Hutruth is 
aamenable ; \ that it ought not 
be done to ſave the whole 


World; that whoſoever does 


it, either for his. own 
Perſonal account; or for the 
Intereſt of Church or Pope, or 
whatſoever elle, muſt of 
neceſſity anſwer tor it, at 
the lait day, and expect his 
portion with the Devil and 
his Angels, if unrepented: 
and that no one can give leave 


tor Lying, Perjury, or commit- 


tina any Sin ; or even pre- 
and 
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and that as he is immediately to 
appear before the Supreme 
Fuage, he knows no more of any 
ſuch deſigns, and u as clear 
from the guilt of them as the 
Child unborn. And this tho 
the Evidence 47 1inſt bim be 4s 
clear as noon day, th the Jury 
b2 never ſo Impartial, and th: 
Judge xcver ſ» Conſcientious. 
For that he having taken the 
Sacrament and Oath, of Se- 
crelie, andreceiv's Abſvluti- 
on or 4 Diſpenſation from the 
Pope, may then Lie, Swear, 
Forſwear, 44 Protelt all that 
be pleaſes, without ſcruple,with 
a gooi Conſci:nce, C:riſtian- 


like, Holil; and Canonically. 


oy 
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tend to it, unleſs it be the 
Devil himſelf, or ſome de- 
viliſh Mzrifters of his, ſuch - 
as he deteſts in his heart, and 

utterly abominates. And in 
conſequence to this he be- 
lieves, that whoſoever at the 
hour of his death, denies any 
Crime,of which he is guilty, 
and proteſts himſz!t to. be 
innocent, when he is not lo ; 
can have nv hope of Mercy : 
but departing out of this ' 
World, an enemy to God 
and the Truth, ſhall infalli- | 
bly be rcceiv'd as ſuck in the 
next ; and dying with a Ze 
in his mouth, can expeCt no 
reward, but from the Fa- 


ther ob Lies. And this, what- | 
{loever his. Crime was, whether incurred by an undertaking 
for Mother Churc), orno; and whatſoever his Pretences 
for the denial of the Truth were, whether 4b/olutions, Dif- 
penſations, the Sacrament, or Oath of Secreſie, or whatſoever | 
elſe: nothing ot theſe being capable of exculing him in Zzes 
or Perjury, or making them ro be T-nocext, and not diſplea- | 
{ing to Gad, Nor indeed did he ever hear of theſe ſo much 
talk'd on, Di/p:nſations and Abſolutions, from any Prieſts of 
his Cazrch, ether in Sermons or Confeſſi:15 « he never read 
of them in his B»oks and Catechiſms ; he never ſaw the | 
PraCtiſe of them in any of his Communin; it having been 
theirCuſtom ever ſince Oaths were firt devis'd againſt them, 
rather to {uffer the loſs of their Goods, Baaiſhments, Im- 
priſonments, Tormen's, and Death it ſelf, than Forſwear 
themſelves, or Proteſt the leaſt Untruth. And ?*tis not -out 
of the memory of man, that ſeyeral might have ſaved their 


Eſtates 


Tan 5 | 

Eſtates and Lives too, would they have ſubſcrib'd to, and 
own'd but:oxe Zie; and yet refus'd: it 5\ chuſing- rather:to 
die infamouſly, than prejudice their Conſcience with an 
Untruth..' .So that it ſeems a great Myſtery to him, that 
thoſe of his Profeſſion, ſhould have Leave and Diſpenſations 
to Lie and Forſwear themſelves at pleaſure, and yet that 
they ſhould need nothing elſe but Zying and Perjury,, for 
the quiet enjoyment of their Eſtates, for the ſaving their 
Lives, for the obtaining Places of higheſt Command-and 
greateſt Dignity ; ſuch as would be extraordinarily advan- 
tagious for their Cauſe and the Intereſt of their Church. 
And: yet that they ſhould generally chuſe. rather to forego 
all: theſe {ſo conſiderable Conveniences, than..once Lie or. 
Forſmear themſelves. :Aridiis it not-another-great Myſtery, . 
that theſe Diſp:»ſations for Lying and Swearing ſhould be 
according to the Receiv'd Dofrize of his Church; and yer 
that he, or any of his Communion, were. never. inftruQed 
nvr inforny'd of any ſuch” Diabolical Point ? nay,. had ne- 
ver-come to the knowledge of it, had it fot been for the In- 
formation receiv*d from ſome Zealous Adverſaries, ſuch 
as relate either meerly upon 7ruff, or elſe ſuchas have re- 
ceivid'a Diſpenſation of Lying from the Devil, that they 
might charge the like Do&rine on the Church of Rowe and 
the Pope, i8*$ 
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20. Of the Depoſing Power. 


T1Z believes that the Pops: *F 1IS no part of his Faith 


has Authority to dil- 
penle with his Allegiance #0 
his Prince ; and that he needs 
20 longer be a Loyal Subjedt, 
and maintain the Rights, Pri- 
viledges and Authority of his 
King, then the Pope will give 


to believe; that rhe 
Pope has Authorityto dilpenle 
with his Alegian:e to his So- 
vereign, or that he can De- 
poſe Princes upon any account 
whatſoever ; giving leave to 


INE Subjeas to take up 


ArmssS 


him leave. And that if this 
Mighty Father rhink fit to 


thunder out an Excomunica-- 


tion againſt him, then h: ſhall 
be d:em'd the Beſt SubjetF ani 
Moſt Chriſtian, that can firſt 


{b:4 his Prince's Blood, and 


rake him a Sacrifice to Rome: 


and hs but il rewarded for 


his pains, who, after ſj» Glori- 
ous an Atchjievement, has not 
h's Name placed in the Calen- 
dar, and he' Canoniz"d—for « 
Saint. So that there can be no 
greater Danger to a King, than 
ro have Popiſh Subjeds, he 
helding his Life amongſt them, 
only at the Pope's pleaſure. 


«8 


Arms againſt them, and en- 
deavour their rum, - He 
knows - that. Depoſing | and 
King-killing Power. has been 
maintain'd by ſome Canozifts 
and Divines of his Charch, 
and that it is, in their Opini- 
on lawtul, and annex'd to 
to the Papal Chair. _ He 
knows likewiſe that ſome 
Popes have endeavour'd to 
at according to zhis Power. 
But that this DoQrine ap- 
pertains to the Pai:h of his 
Church, and is to be believ'd 
by all of that Communzos, is 
a malicious Calamyny, a down- 
right Falfry. And for the 
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truth of this, it ſeems to 
him a ſufficient Argument, that for the few Authors that 
are Abetors of this DoQrine, there are of his Communi- 
on three times the number, that publickly diſown all 
fuch Authority ; beſides feveral Univerſities and whole Bo- 
a:es that have ſolemnly condemn'd it ; without being :in 
the leaſt ſuſpected of their R</izion, or of denying any 
Article of their Faith. Thoſe other Authors therefore 
publiſh their own Opizzons in their Books, and thoſe Popes 
ated according to what they judg'd lawful ; and all this 
amounts to no more, than that this Do&Qrine has been, 
or 15, an Opinion amongit ſ"me of his Church; but to raiſe 
it to an Ariicle of Faith upon theſe grounds is impoſlible. 
Let his Church therefore anſwer for no more, than what 
ſhe delivers for Faith, let Prelates anſwer for their A7:- 
0x5, and Aut-ors for their own Opinions ; otherwiſe more 
Churches muſt be charg'd with Depoſing and Aing-killing 
Duttrine, beſides that of Rome : The Univerſity of Oxford 

We: _ having 


2 
having found other Authors of Permicions Books, and Dam- 
wable Doftrines, deſtructive to the Sacred Perſons of Princes, 
their State and Government, beſides Feſwits. As may be 
ſeen in Their D?cree, publiſ'd ia the Zondow Gazctte, 
Fuly 26.1683. | In which they condemn'd twenty ſeven 
falſe, impious, ſeditjions a x open fitted to ſtir up Tumults, 
overthrow States and Kingdoms, to lead to Rebellion, Murder 
of Princes, and Atheiſm it ſelf. Of which number- only 
three or four were alcrib'd to the Zeſuirs ; the reſt having 
men of azother Communion for their Fathers. And this 
Do&rine was not firſt condemn*d by Oxford ; What 'they 
did here in the Year 1683. having been ſolemnly done in 
Peri, in 1626. , Where the whole Colledge 'of Sorbow, 
gave Sentence againſt this Propoſition of SanF#erellus 5 viz. 
That the Pope, for Hereſie ani Schiſm, might depoſe Princes, 
and exempt the Subjeits from their Obedience ; the like was 
dorie by the Univerſities of Caem, Rhemes, Poitiers, Valence, 
Bourdeaux, Boerges, and the- Condemnation ſubſerib'd by 
the-Fefnits.” And Mariane's Book was commirted publick- 
by to the flames, by a Provincial Conncil of his. own Order, 
for the diſcourſing the Point of King-killys DoArine pro- 
blematicaly, Why therefore ſhould this 4ifoys! DoQtrine 
be laid to his Cherch, when as it has been' writ againſt 
by ſeveral hundred ſingle Authors in her Communion, and 
diſown'd and ſolemnly condemn'd by ſo many famous 
Univerſities? And why ſhould the AFions of ſome few Popes, 
with the Private Opinions of ſome Speculative Doors, be 
{ooften and vehemeatly urg'd for the juſt charging of this 
 DoArine upon 'the Faith of the Church of Roxy: ; which,ito 
a Serious, Impartial Conſiderer, are only meer Fallactes, 
capable of Zibelling all Soci-ties in the World, of overthrow- 
' 1ng all States and Kingdoms, and only fit Arguments for 
AKnaves to cheat Fools withal. There being fi Gover x- 
- ment in the World which might not 'be eafity prov'd 7- 

rannical ; No Religion,  Perſwaſion, or Society, whick might 
not plauſibly be endiced of Atheiſm ; if the Aftions, Pre- 
G 2 tences 
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tences, Claims, and .Endeavours of ſome few. of their Go- 
vernonrs,and: Leading Men 5: the Opinions, Writings, Phan» 
ſies of ſome Authors, be once allow'd as Sufficient Evid-nces 
for the\bringing. in the VerdiQt of G=z/ty upon the whole; 
When: alice therefore and Z»vy have done .their worſt 
in this\point,, to render the Papiſts bloody and barbarous 
to the: World .yet?tis certain;after all, that Popiſþ Princes 
fit: as -ſafe-in their Thrones, enjoy. as much Peace and\ Se- 
curity; as any ch:r Princes whatſoever. And that the Pas 
piſts in- Eng land can give as good proofs of their Loyalty, 
as:the beſt of thoſe that: clamour ſo loud againſt them. 
They ican bid defiance to:their Adverſaries, to ſhew. any 
onePerſonof Honour .and Eſtate amongſt them, or even 
Four: of 'any. condition whatſcever, that bore Arms againſt 
Charles the: Firſt,. during the whole time of his Troubles. 
They can, make good, that there was ſcarce any amongſt 
them; that. didi not affift his Hajefty either with Perſon 
or Purſe, or both, And they can ſay, rhat Charles. the. Firſt 
was! murder'd in cold blood by his Proreſfaut Subjes,. at- 
ter.many hundred Papi/ts had loſt their Lives for the pxe- 
. venting that Butchery ;. and that Charl:s the Second, be- 
-jng/purſued, by the - ſame . SubjefFs. for his Life, -ſav'd-itia- 
;moogſt, the Pagiſtc. foe ras Ea 
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3 -. ," 21, Of Communion in one hind. 
EE Locate ins IST KELIS. 3347 
1 £ believes," that heis 0 Þ} JE. believes, thathe is 
'-&' lorger .oblig'd tp) obey Þ © 4 'oblig'd toobey all the 
Chriſt's Commands, thay his Commands: of : Chriſt: and 
_Church will give him kave. that neither: his Church; : nor 
And that therefore, tho Chriſt . any other; Power. upoti Earth 
inflituted ghe Sacrament »naer + can limit, alter, or annul a- 
both kinds, and commanded it - ny Precept of Divine Inſtitu- 
zo be rtaciv'd Toby all ; yet he tion, contrary to the inten- 
thinks it not neceſſary, for any tion of the Zaw-giver. Nei- 
| ther 


"Cs ) 


tado { now, but Prieſts be- 
canſe bis Church, forſooth, hath 
forbidden the Cap te the Laity ; 
And put « flop to the. Precept 
of Chrift, who- ſaid, Drink ye 
all of this, (Mat. 26.) i» 
ſubmiſſion to. which Church- 
Prohibition, all the poor people 
of his Communivn contentealy 
reſt, mhile they ſee themſelves 
defrauded of great part of that 


benefit, which Chriſt left them, 


as his Laſt Wl ang Teftamint; 
for the comfort of their. poor 


Souls, andthe Remedy of. their ' 


Tafirmities. 


- ther is the Denial of the Cap 


ro the Laity, a praQtiſe any 
ways oppoſite to this his Be- 


lief': He being taught , that 


tho! Chriſt Inſtituted the 
Bleſſed Sacrament under both 


.kinds,. and ſo deliver'd it to 


tis Apoſtles, who only were 
then preſent, and whom he 
had made Prieſts julſt before; 


yet he gave no C:mmana, that 
; it ſhould be - /o receiv?d by all 
the . Faithful : But left-rhis 


indifferent ,, as '1S; evident 


from his own: words,. where 
. be attributes, the; obtaining 
+, Ifeererlaſting,..(the End of 


the Inſtitution)ſometimes to the, receiving. undet.vorh. kinds, 


ſornetimes under .oxe : as when he fays: Jf any man eat of 
' this bread, he (hall live for ever. He that eat. thme, even h: ſhall 
live by me, He that eateth of thisBread ſhall live for eve, (Job. 
6-515, 5558.) .A0d A cxrious, Reader may find] ab; many>Fexts 
for thus Receiving underioxs kind, as forthe other.. {AndSt.. 
Aug uſtiz was ſo. far of this Opinion, that he ſays; that 
Chriſt hinfelf adminiſtred theSacrament to fome of his Dil- 
ciples, under one #;xd only, . vis. to thole twogoing to. 
' Emans, (.£u6, c; laſt, 30.) And thatthe Apoltles afterwards 
did often praiſe the like, when they aſſembled; to 'bres+ 
bread, ( Atts 2. &c. ) Which places He and other Fathers 
explicate of the Sacrament, (Aug. 1. 49. de Conſ. Fuang.) And 
that this was the Cuſtom of the Primitive Chriſtians, to- 
give it under oze kind, to Children, the Sick, and that men 
99 a Zpurney uſed: lo toxarry it with, them, is atteſted by 
all antient Writers. and:modern Hiſtorians, Nay he finds, 

that this was the praQtice of the Church, to Communicate 
under oze kind only,or gl{c under both,as every one thonght 
' good, eſpecially inall Privat Communions, for the firſt tour 


hundred 


Oe AR NY 
hundred years8fter Chriſt: and that the firſt Prevept "of 
Receiviut under both kinds, was given to theFaithfulby+Pope 
Zeo |. in'the year 443; and'Confitrd Þy Pope Gelafius 1n 
490: not for the correcting any b»ſe, that had crept into 
the Church, but for the diſcovering; the Manichees, who be- 
ing of opinion,that Chriſt had no-trusBly0d, and that //ine 
was the Ga/l-of the Devil, us*dvo{ntk amongſt the Chri- 
ſiians, and (eeering under the formiof breaaoxly, as thereſt 
did, remain'd-undritinguifh'd ; till by this Obligation of all 
Receiving the Cup, which they judg'd unlawfuland abomi- 
nable) they were all deretted. And, now, if a thing till 
that time /zdifferent, was for theſe* Motives' determin*d by 
an Eccleſiaſtical Precept,” and ſo obſery'd for many hundred 
years, without ſcruple or queſtioning the Larhority >; why 
ſhould he-doubtto fubmit to the ſame Authority, when up- 
on different Motives and Circumſtances, they Ifſue forth 
another-Precept, Few doubt of this, in the matter of Zat- 
ins ſtrangled Meats and Blood, which; tho' forbid by the 
Apoſtles, (Ads 15.)and ſounlawful, is now by another Or- 
der, and upon other Circumſtances, become a thing rdiffe- 
rent, and like other things. And why then ſhould he ſcruple 
in'this, eſpecially fince there's no /»j#ry done, nor: he de- 
frauded of any thing: For believing the Real Preſence of 
Chriſt in the Sacrament, he conſequently believes whole and 
living Feſus to be entirely contain'd under either Species : 
And that receiving under 9x? kind, he is truly partaker of 
the whole Sarramext, and not depriv'd:of either the- Body or 


Blood of Chriſt. + 


AC. ut 


22. Of the Maſs. 


VF Fbcheves, aninſuffici- E believes that the S- 

ency 2 the Sacrifice crifice made by Chriſt 

made by Chriſt «pon the Croſs: upon theCroſs, was altogether 
And that his Death will lztle (# 


ved 
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Ficient : That by it he Sa- | 
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avail us in order to ony Re- vedand Redeemed us,paying 


% 


demption; vpleſswe, by 45;;;1, rhe Debt of (in,and ſ*risf1ing 


Sacrificing him td his Fa+ 
ther, perfect "what he begay. 
And th-refore little taking no- 
tic: of St. PauPs words to the 
Hebrews, (Chap. 10. 14. ) 
where he ſays, that Chrift our 
High Pri:ft by one Oblation 
hath perfeQedfor ever them 
that are ſanQified : He thinks 
heſball never be [anitified, but 


by the Offering made by his 


Maſs-priefts pox therr altars, 
when they ſay Maſs z, an1 tb: s 


w-olh relying »gon this ſuper-. 


ftition 3 ax invention of | ſom? 


crafty Pope for the deceiving 


Widows «4 Credulous Ho- 


men; be is tauzht to neplelÞ the 
Paſſion of Chriſt, aud to put no 
hopes in his Merits, aud the 
work of our Redemption. 


fering a Sacrifice, 


the Infinite F»/tice of h:s Fa- 
ther: That by it he procur'd 
Mens for our Salvation ; 
which Mears, are Faith and 
Good Yorks,and that the beſt 
of all Good Forks, and moſt 
honourable to God, is the Of- 
And as 
Chrilt's 7/orſhipping of God, 


Chrift's Fo{tine , Chriſt's 
Praying and Suffering for us, 


does not hinder or evacuate 
our Horſbipping of God, our 
Faſting, our Suffering our 
Praying for our ſelves. So 
neither did his S«crifice, hin- 
der or evacuate all Sacrifices 
for ever. But as he inſtituted, 
Faſting, Praying, and Suffer- 


-10g for his Followers, that by 


ſo doing, they might apply 
what he did, to themſelves; 


ſo alſo he inſtituted a Sacrifice, that by it they might apply 
the merits of his Sacrifice and make it beneficial to their 
Souls. So that though he firmly believes, that Chriſt offe- 
red Sacrifice for our Redemption, and by on? only Offering, 
(ſpoken of by St. P44!) perfeFted by way of R-demption 
the Sandification of all thoſe that are SanQifed': Yet healſo 
believes, that to receive the benefit of this C/feri2g, we muſt 
alſo do our parts, by our Good Forks concurs :ng with Chriſt, 
ſo becoming Zehourers together with God, (1 Gor. 3.'9\) and 
in ſome manyer purifymg or own ſelve:, 1 Foh. 2.3.) and 
therefore not omit the beſt of all Works, which is Sacrifice, 


. proper to none but God . VVnich our Saviour Feſvs Chriſt 


inltiruced 
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inſtituted; a his laſt Supper, when. leaving anto us his Body 
axd Blood under two diltinR,Sr "-ies of Breed, and Wine, he 
bequeath'd as a Zegses to his Apoſtles not qoly a Sacrament, 
but alſo a Sacrifice; A Commemarative \ Sacrifice lively Re- 
preſenting in an «nb/oady manner, the b/-ady. Sacrifice, which 
was offered for us upon the Croſs ;. and, by. a diſtinQtion of 
the Symbols, 'diſtin&ly ſbewing hjs death (Chriſt's) un/il he 
come. This he gave in charge to his Apoſtles, as to the firſt 
and Chief Prieſts of the New-Teſtament, and to their Sucr 
ceſſors to Offer ; commanding them to do the ſame thing, 
he had there done at his /:ft Sypper, in commemoration of 
him,. And this is the O#lati0n or Surrifice.of the Maſs,which 
has been,bſery'd, perform's aodfrequented.by che Fairhfyl 
1n all Apes,atteſted by the General Conſent gf antient Canoys 
vniverfl Tradit iony Councils, and the pratiſe.of the whole 
Church, mention'd and allow'd of by all the Fathe rs,. Greek 
and Zatin; ang never calld;intg queſtion bur of late Years: 
Being that Pure afier'n | which 27; Jacky, (Prophecying. of 
Chriſt) foretold | 9ulc be c4fertd-among the Gentiles in egzery 
place, ( Mal. 1. 11.) asit is underſtood by ſeveral Fathers, 
and particularly, S. Cypr.1, 1, c, 18. adverſ.. Jud. $. Ferome, 
S. T7 heodoret, Ne pril, in, theirCommentaries upon this Text. 
S. Auguſtine, |. 18, C. 15, de Civit. S. Chryſoit, in Pſal. 95. 


and others. 
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23. Of Pargatory. 


| Ebelicves is damnable 
to admit of any thing 
for Faith, that is contrary 


B E believes, contrary to 
all Reaſon, the Word 
of God, and all Antiquity, 


that befides Heaven and Hell, 
th.re & 4 third Place, wbich 
his Church # pleas'd to call 
Purgatory ; 4 Place intended 
purely for thoſe of his Coms- 


to Reaſon, the. Word of God 
and all atiquity ; And, that 
the Being of a Third Place, 
(call'd Purgatory ) is ſo far 
from being contrary 0 all 

or 
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munion, where they may eaſily 
have admittance after this life, 
without danger of falling into 


Hell : For that though Hell 


was deſigned firſl, for the 
puniſhment of foncrs ; yet that 


now, ſince the bleſſed diſcovery 
of Purgatory, Hell may eaſily 
be skip'd over ; and. an Fternal 
Damanation avoided, for an 
exchange. of ſome ſhort Penal- 
ty w#nz:rgone- in this Pope's 
Priſon; where he never n 64 


fear to be detain'd loag, for 


that if h: has but a friend left 


behind him, that will but ſay . 


a" few Hail-Maries' for. his 


or "any of theſe, that" it i 


atteſted, confirm®d and . e- 


ftabliſh*d by them all. *Tis 
expreſly in the 2d. of the 
Macchabees, C. :12, where 
Money was ſent, to Hiern 
ſalem, that Sacrifices might 
be offered for the ſlain: and 
*tis recommended as a Holy 
Copitation to Pray for the Dad. 
Now though thele Books are 


. not thought Canonical by 


ſome, yet St. Augnſtine beld 
them as /ach, and ſays they 
Are {o receiv'd by the Church, 
(1. 18. de Civit,) But? whe» 
ther ſo, or no: One thing is 


fou!, or in his Teſtament did 'atlow'd * by all, vis. That 
but remember to order a ſmall they contain' nothing. con- 
ſum to be preſented to ſome trary to Faith, and that they 
Maſs-Prieſt ; he never weed © were cited by *the: Antienr 
doubt of being foon Releavd; . Fathers, for the Confutation 
for that x Golden Key will” as of Errors, forming, -of good 
infallibly open ' the Gates of Manners, and - the. explica- 
Purgatory, 4s of any, other© tion of the Chriſtian Do- 
Prifdc wharfrentl, FRET atrin2 : Thus were they-us'd 
SE porch CORES by Origen for © ondetmoation 
of the Palewtinian Hereticks, (Orig. in cap.y. Ep. ad Rom,) thus 
by S.Cypriar,C Lib. ae Exhor. Martc.11.) thus by Fuſcb.Ceſari- 
enſis, ( Li5. Prepay. Fuang. 116.15.) S.Gerg. Naz. Ambroſ &c, 
And heis in a manner certain,that thefe Books would never 
have been pur to this Uſe by theſe Haly andLearhed Fathers; 
they would never” with ſuch confidenhave produc'd. their 
Asthorigy, ' nor : would they: have been read by the] Chavch in 
thoſe Goldex times, had this DuQUrine of a Third Place, and 
of Prayers 'for the Dead, which they maintain, been any 
Tal: Superſtition, *a meer” Dream, coitrary to Reaſon, the 
nn Tora 
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Hor of God and jg or'had it. been any Zrrox at all. 
The Being allo of a 7 ird Place is plainly intimated.by our 
Saviour, (Mitt. 12-32.), where he lays, thoſo:wver. [prak- 
eth_againſt the Holy Gboſt, it ſhall nos be foroiven him, ncither 
in this world, neither in the world to come. By which words 
Chriſt eyidenjly ſuppoſes, that Crhough. theſe ſhall not) 
yet ſome. fins are forgiven in 1the Hortd to come : Which 
ſince it cannot be in Heaven, where no {ix enters ; nor in 
Fil, whence there is no Redemption ; it muſt neceflarily 
be. ſome Middle- State: and in this ſenſe it was underſtood 
by St. Fguſtine nigh twelve bundred Years ago, as is mani- 
felt in his Works, (Civ. Dei. 1 21,6. 13,8, 24. & 1b, 6,comt. 
\Fulian 6. 15.) ſo allo by St. Gregpry th: Great, ( L..4. Dial. 
£. 39.) ſo allo by St. Berzard againſt the Hereticks of his 
time. In the ſame manner does St. Auguſtive underſtand 
thoſe words. of St. Paul, (1 Cor, 3. 15.) He himſelf ſhall be 
faved:: yet ſo 4s by ſire. Where he thinks him to. ſpeak 
of'a purging fire ( Auguſt. in P/al. 37.) Sp the fame F«- 
ther Rn Erfiaads that Priſow of which St. . Peter ipeaks; 
(1. Pet, 3.19.) to be ſome place of Temporal. Chaſtiſement, 
(Avuz.. Ep. 9.), And if this great. Door of the Church ip 
thoſe Purep times, found -ſo often in the Bible, « Place of | 
Pains, after this life, from whence there was Releaſe ;. how 
_ can” any ore ſay, without great preſumption, that the 
Being of a Third Place, is contrary to. the /Yord of, God. ? 
Neither can the Aptiquiry of this DoQtrine be more juſtly 
calld in queſtion, of which is found ſo early mention, not 
only by this Holy Father ; but even by orhers his Predee 
"ore the Diſciples of the. Apoſtles, and the beſt. /Yie- 
weſſes of their DoQrins, (Don). 1. de Eccl. Hier.c, 7, In 
Ad SS. Perpet. & Felicit. mention'd” and approv'd, by'S. 
Anguſt.. L. 1, de Arima & ejus 019.6, 10.4. 3.6, 9. & fl. 4 6: 
18. Tertul, l. de Cor. M1, 6, 3. Cypr. Ep. 66. ad Cler: Arngb, 
[. 4. cont. Gen, pag. ult.) and many gthers quoted at. length 
by the Learned NVarals Alexapd, Tom. g. Hitt. Eecht et 
41.) And as for the Reaſon. of, this Te t, hg -is bound tg 
think it dges not want 1t, ſince. he finds it abetted by ſuch 
(iv res we 4  Vertuous 
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Vertuous, Learned and Conſidering Men; whom he dares 
not reckon - Fools.; never hcaringy that theſe us'd to Bez 
Leve, but upon very :gooad Grovnds' and ſubſtantial. Rea- 
ſons. And he thinks he is able to give fome ! himſelf, by 


what he has learn'd from the Scriptures, and theſe Fathers. 


For having been taught by theſe 5 Firf, That when a 
{ſinner 15 reconcil'd to. God, though. the eternal Puniſhment 
due to lis (ms, is always remitted, yet: there fomerimes 
1emains a Zemporal Penalty to. be undergone: - As: in - the 
caſe of the /ſraelites, Cum. i 4.) who by Moſes's Prayers 
obtained Pardon tor their Murmurizg, and yet were ex- 
cluded the Zaxd of Canaan. © As in the Caſe of D:vid, (2 
Sam, 12,) who was puniſh'd in the loſs of his Chzla, after 
his fiz was forgzven, Secondly, That there. are ſome fins, 
which of their own nature are Zi9ht and Yemal, ſuch as 
cot the fervour of Charity, but do not extimeniſh it, from 
which even Holy Men are not exempt, and of which it is 
faid, that the Z»/} Man falls. ſeven tim's, ( Auguſtin, Enthir.. 
c. 70, & lib. Queſt. Off, tr, g. 26 )'Thirdly,. That teall ſig: 
whecher-great or {atabl, fome' Peralty is due to the Zul#ige 
of God 3 who as he has Mercy to forgive, has alſo: Fu#1ce.to 
puniſh : ſo that as St. Anguſftine ſays, (in Exarr.in Pſal.5a.) 
Hhoſoever ſeeks to God for mierey, muſt rememb r that he. is 
juſt, and that his fin ſPall-not paſs unpaniſh:d. Fonrthly, That 
generally ſpeaking,-trw Men depart our of this life,. but et 
rher with the guilt of ſome :l;ght offences and wextmal fins, 
or <l{e obpoxtous to ſome Zemperal Puniſhment due to: 
fortner ſins forgiven. From theſe Heads, Diſcourſe: leads: 
him immediately ro the WVecefſity of ſome Third Place, For 
lince the Znfinite Goodneſs. of God can admit nothing.into- 
Heaven, which 1s not c/eaz, and pure from all fin both greas 
ana [mall: And his Definite Fuſtice can permit none to receive 
the Reward of Bliſs, who as vet are not out of Deb#, but 
have ſomerhing in Z#5tice to ſuffer : There mult of neceſſity 
be forne Pace or State, where Souls, departing this\life,par- 
don'd as to the Erernal Guilt or. Pain, yet obnoxious to 
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ſome Temporal Penalty, or with the guilt of fome weni:l 
faults, are Purg'd ani Purifi'd before their: Admittance into 
Heaven. And this is what' he is taught concerning P«rga- 
z0r3., Which though he knows not, Yhere it i ? of what na- 
ture the Pains are,or hw long each Soul is detained there? yet he 
believes, that that thoſe, are in this Place, being the Ziving 
Members of Jeſus Chriſt, ate reliev'd by the Prayers of their 
Fellow-Members 'here on Earth, and that the Charitable 
Forks perform'd upon their Death-bed, and the Alms dif: 
pos'd on ih their Z2ft will, are very available afterwards in 


order to their ſpeedier relzaſe. 


| 24. Of Praying in an Unknown Tongne. 


E is counſelPd by bis 
Church, to be preſent at 
Sermons, but xever permitted 
to hear any, he is able to under- 
ſtand : they being all deliver'd 
in a unknown Tongue, He 
is taught to Pray, but it muit 
be. in Latin. He is commanaed 
fo aſſt at the Church-Service, 
and to h:ar Maſs, but it mutt 
be without underſtanding 4 
word ; it being all perform in 
a Language, of «hich he is al- 
rogether Ignorant. nd thus 15 
miſerably d'prived of all the 
comfortable Benefits of Chriſti- 
anity : Hearing, but without 
Underitanding 3 Praying 
but without reaping Fruit ; 
aſſiſting at Publick Aſſ mblies , 
but like a Stock or Stone, with- 


E is counſel d by his 
— Church to be preſent 
at Sermons, ſuch as he is able 
to underſtand; they being al- 
ways dcliver'd in the Pulgar 
Zanguage of every Country : 
In Prance, French: in Spain, 
Spaxiſh : in 7taly, Italian: in 
England, (if permitted) Fus- 
liſp. They being purely in- 
tended for the good [n#ruts- 
on of the Congregation pre- 
ſent. He is taught to Pray,and 
always provided of ſuch 


Books of Devotion, as he is 


capable of underſtanding ; 
every Nation being well 
furniſhed with ſuch helps, 
extant in the Language Pro. 
per to .the Country. He is 
commanded. to afhift at the 
Church 
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pars, or any the leaſt Church Service, and to hear 
ſenſe of Deuction, | Mafs ; and in this he is in- 
2, ſ{trued ; not to underſtand 

the YYords, but to know what is dope 3 For the Maſs being 
a Sacrifice, wherein is daily commemorated the Death and 
Paſſion of Chriſt, by an Olzation, made by the Prieſt, of the 
Body and Blood of the Immaculate Zamb, under the Sym- 
bols of Bread and Wine, according to his own [n#itutivn : 
"tis. not the bulineſs of the Congregation preſent, to em- 
ploy their cars 1n attending to the /Yoras ; bur their Heats 
in contemplation of the Divine Myſteries : by railing up 
fervent affections of Love, Thankſgiving, Compaſſion, Hope, 
Sorrow for {ins, Reſolutions of amendment, &@c. that thus 
having their Heart and Intention united with the Priefts, 
they may be partakers of his Prayers, and of the Sacrifice hes 
rhen Offering ; than which, he. believes-nothing is more ac- 
ceptable ro God, or beneficial to true B:lievers. And for the 
railing of thele atfeQions. in his Soul, and filling his Hearr 
with the extaſfics of Love and Devotion,he thinks in this caſe, 
there's little need of Words; a true Faith, without thele,is 
all ſuficienr. Who could but have burit forth into Tears of 
Love and Thankſgivingitt he had been preſent while our Sa- 
viour was tied to the Pillar, Scourg'a and 7 ormented, though 
he open'd not his mouth , to the By-ſtanders, nor ſpoke a 
word ?Who would have needed a Sermon,to have been fill'd 
with Grief and Compaſſion,if he had ſeen his Saviour expos'd 

. to the ſcorn of the Fers, when he was made a bloody ſpeQa- 
cle by Piate,with Zcce homo,Zo the Man? Who would have 
ſtood cold and ſenſcleſs,upon Mount Catvary,under the Croſs, 
when his Redeemer was hanging on 1t, rhough he had not 
heard, or not under{tood a worg that he ſpoke? Does any one 
think that thoſe Zoly Former, who follow'd their Zord, in 
theſe ſad Paſſages,znd were Witneiles of his Sufferings wan- 
ted Holy AﬀeCtions in their Souls,bec-uſe he ſpoke not; or 
were they ſcandaliz'd ar his lence ® Was not their Path in 
him that ſuffer'd,by which they believed him to be Chriſt Fe- 


[ws 
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ſ#5, true God and man,laying down his life for the Redempri- 
ox of a Man.ſufficient to excite in their Souls, all the Paſhons 
due from a ſinful Creaturezto his bleeding Redeemer,to his 
Crucified Feſ»s ? The like Faith alſo is ſufficient to fill him. 
with Devotion,when he is preſent at the Holy Sacrifice of the: 
Maſs : For believing,that Chriſt is there'really preſeat before 
him, under the Species of Bread azd Z/;me,and that He that 
ties upon the Altarzis the Zamb of God th:t takes aray the ſins 
of the Y Yorld ; What need of more, to quicken in his Soul 
all the 4ffe#ion of a Devout ZLover?Can he behold his R: deem: 
er before him, and not break forth into Zowe and Thankſ- 
giving?Can he ſee him,that gives ſight tothe Blind,health to 
the Sick,and life to the Dead,and yet ſtand till fſenfelefs and 
unmov'd,without putting and Petition to him, withour ask- 
ing any thing, for his b/izd, ſick and Siful Soul { Can he be- 
tteve, that he thatgave his life for the World, and died 
for our ſins, is there before him, and not be touch'd with 
ferro and comtrition for his Offences? Can he ſee commemo- 
rated every 4cleful paſſage of his Saviour's ſufferrne s, in! the 
feveral Myſteries of the Maſs, and yet not be tilPd with grief 
and c-mpaſſion ? Is not Feſus welcom to a Devout Soul, al- 
though he come in ſi/exce 2 Is not the Preſence of a Chriſt, 
a more forcing motive toa Chriſtian, than any Human Hords 
could be ? And if he muſt needs have Fords, let him behold 
with the eye of Faith thegaping Wounds of his. Redeemer, and 
{ce if thoſe ſpeak nothing to his Soul: If they do not,?ris be- 
cauſe he wants Fai/h. Itnothing theretore concerns his De- 
votion, that the Maſs 15 {aid in Zatin : It the Church has or: 
der'd it thus, fo to preſerve Vzity ;as in Faith, fo in the 
External Worſhip of G:d, and to prevent. alterations and 
changes, which it would beexpos'd to, tf in /ulgar Langua- 
gs : and other good Reaſons ; VVht's that to him ? He 
{hould receive but Intle advantage, if it were in his Mother 
Tonone. For beſides, that the greateſt part is faid in ſo /ow 
a voice, that "tis not poſſible he ſhould hear it; the ords 
dy not belong to him ; that's only the Prieſt's Office ; and 
Ts 


( 63) 
his Obligation is, to accompany the Prieſt in Prayer and 
Spirit , to be a joynt-offerer with him , to contemplate 
the Myſteries there repreſented, and to excite in his Soul 
Devotions according to the exigency of every Paſſ1ge : Ac- 
cording to the DireCt'o 15 he finds in his Froliſh Prayer- 
Books, of which there are extant great variety, ſet forth for 
the helpof the'/pnor ant; by which they are taught the mca- 
ving of every partand Ceremony of the Meſs, and how toap.- 
ply their Devotions accordingly. And if atany time he be 
preſent at other publick Devotions, as the Charch Offic:s, the 
Litanies, ſolemn Thankſgiving, Ex: quies, &c, which are all 
perform'd in Zatiz ; or ſhould ſay any privite Prayers, or 
{ing an Fyms 1n the fame Language, which he underftands 
not ; yet.is he taught that this may be done, with great 
benefit to his Soul, and the acceptance of God ; if at theſe 
occaſions, he does but endeavour to raiſe his thoughts to 
Heavep, and fix his heart upon his Makr. For that God 
does not reſpect the Zzngnage of the Zips, but of the Hearr, 
does not-attend the morion of the Tongwe, but of the Mind 3 
and if theſe/be but direQed to him in Tha-kſpiving in Praiſ- 
ing, in Petiti: ing.un Humiliation, in Contrition, and fuch hke 
AQts, as circumſtances require, he. need nor doubt but 
that God accepes his: Prayers and Devotion. It being an un- 
deniable thing, that, to-ſay Prayers well and devontly, "ris 
not neceſſary to have attention on the YYoras, or on the 
Senſe, of the Prayers: But rather purely on God : Of theſe 
three 4tt-ntions, this /z/t being approved by all, as of great- 
eſt: perfection, and moſt ipleaſing ro God. And this he can 
have, wherher he underſtanis the Words or no. It bcing 
very uſual and eaſie for a Petitioner, to accompany his Pets- 
tion with an earneſt defire of obtaining his ſuir,though the 
Zanguage, 1n which it 15 worded, be «known to' him. 
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TV -F 7s kept in Ignorance, 
as to an Eſlcntial part 


of his Duty towaras God ; n-- 


ver b:ing ptrmitted to know 
the Commandments , but by 


halves. For in the Books deli- 


ver'd to him. for his Inftrutts- 
on, ſuch are Catechiſms and 
Manuals, th: Second com- 
mandment is wholly left out : 
And he by this m:ans, is taught 
to fall into all ſort of Superltiti- 
ous Worlhip ayd down-right 
Idolatry. And then the Com- 


m4udments he does learn, are in 


ſuch diſorder, by 4 c nfuſion of 


the two firſt i1to.one, and a cut- 
ting the laſt into two: by putting 
ouly thre? in the firſt Table, 
and ſeven inthe lecond : Thit 
0 reaſon can beable to juſtifie 
this mangling and chopping, in 
oppoſitiow toall Authority and 
Antiquity. 


( 64) 


25 Of the Second Commandment. 


E is inftrudted in his 

whole Duty ; towards 
God, and moſt eſpecially in 
the Tex Commandments. | He 
is taught to underſtand them 
all and every one: thar there's 
an obligation of obſerving 


them, under pain of eternal 


D:imnation ; and-that whos 
ſoever breaks any oze of them 
loſes the Favour of God; and 
as certainly hazards the loſs 


of h1isSoul,as'if he broke them 


all. And though 1n the ſhorr 
Catechiſms and Mapnals,, in 
which the whole Chriſtian 
Dodrine 1s deliver'd. in .the 


molt compendions and eaſie me- 


thod,. in condeſcendence: to 
weak Memories . and low 
Capacities 3 the Second Com- 
mandment (as "tis reckon'd by 
ſome) be wholly omitted: 


_Yertit is tobe ſeen arlength, 


in other Catechiſms. and 


Do&rinal-Books, to be met: with every where in great plen- 
t:, And ifany one ſhould chance not to lee any of theſe, 
yet would he be out of all danger, of talling into any Super- 
ſtiti us FYorſhip or Tdolatry : for that having read his Firſt 


Commandment, Thou 


ſha't have no other Gods before me ; he is | 


taught, that by this he is commanded to Serve, Eove, Adore | 
and Worſhip one ozly True, Living and Eternal God, and | 


no | 
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ng more :.. That *is forbidden him, to Worſhip any Crea- 
tyre for a, God, \0r to: give it the honour due toGod; and 
that whoſoever Worſhips any dols, Images, Pictures, or any 
graven thing (whatſoever the Obje& be, whether in Hea- 
ven above1in the, Earth, or in the V Vaters under the Earth) 
for Got, breaks the Commandment, by committing /dolatry, 
and ſtands guilty of an inexculable and moſt damnable fin. 
Now having been taught that this is the intent of the firſ#Pre- 
ceprof the Decaloguehe thinks there can be but little danger 


of his becoming Sup:rftitiovs 10 his YVorlhip, or an /delater, 
'for want of the Second : there being nothing in zh#, but 


what, he.1s tully-and expreily inſtructed in, by having learn- 
ed the Firſt :* it; being rather 'an Zxplication of this, than 


any New and'diſtinif Precept : And-for this reaſon he finds 


them in his Books: puttog<rher: as Oe, or rather as the fir/t 


Commandment: with* is explication';' by which means it comes 
.about, that there are only Zbrce inthe fir/t Table, teaching 


him-his D«ty towards God . and. Seve in the /atter,concern- 
ing his Duty to his Neighbour ; which is the Diviſion af. 
ſfign'd by St.. Laguſtin., And though St. Hierom oblerves 
not this method, but divides; them into Fear and S;x: yet 
there being no direQtion in Scr/pture concerning the Vum- 
ber of the Commaywnr-nts,. to beaſign'd to each Table ; nor 
tolet us know, which is the firſt, which the Jecopd, which 
the thira Commandment, or, which the /2/7. He is taught, 


| that cis but an wnyeceſſary trouble, to concern himſelf about 


the Vumbcrof them, or Diviſion, whenas his whole butt 
neſs ought to be, the Obſervance of them in his Life and 
Converſation. | 


nh 
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26, Of Mental Reſervation. 


YE 1s tauoht, to keep no HE taught, to keep 
A 1J- Faith with any,that are Faith with all ſorts of 


repured Hereticks by this People, of whatſoever #:ds- 
I 


MERs 


Promiſes he has made, tho? ne- 
ver ſo poſitive and firm with 
this ſort of Peopl-, bh? may law- 
fully break; and cheat and cozen 
them without any ſcrup'e. Aud 
tho* he muſt not do this, by 
aownright Lying, and t.lling 
Untruthe; for that would be a 
ſin; yet he may make uſe of any 
indired ways, ſuch are diſſimu- 
lations, equivations,ezxd men- 


tal reſervations, and by theſe: 


meins draw thew into his 


ſnares; and this without fear of 


offending God, who is well plea- 
.d, ith this kindof pious crafts 
and allows of th ſe holy cheats. 


(66) 


Church 5 and that whatſoever 


ment or Pcrſwaſion they be, 
whether in Communion with 
his Cherch,or no :he is taught 
to ſtand to his Word, and vb- 
ſerve his Promiſe given, or 
made to any, - whatſoever : 

and that he cannot cheat or 
cozen, Whether by diſſembling 
equivocations, Or mental r:ſer- 
vations, without dehance of 
his own Conſcience, and 
the violation of God's Zaw. 
This is the InftruQion he re- 
ceives from the Pa/pir, the 
Confeſſienary, and his Books 
of DireCtion. The holy Fran- 
cis Sales, in his Tntroduttion 
ro 4 Devout Life, (p, 3.c. 30) 
tells him plainly, Zer your 7 alk 


be courteous, frank, ſincere, plain ani fai:hful, without do':ble 
dealing, [ub ilty or aiſſembling:; this he is taught ro obſerve 
and praQtiſe, and that without this/tis not pofſible to pleafe 
God. Inte Catechiſm ad Parochos, comgit'd by order of the 
Council of Trezt, and recommended to all Pariſh-Priefts for 
the InſtruQtion of the Faithful,he is raught, that by the#ghr 
Comanament 1s forbidden all difſimulation, whether in Word 
or Deed ; that cum ſcelere conjuntt ſunt, toſpeak or do other- 
wilſe,than for the intimation of what is in the mind, is abo- 
minable and wicked ; That no man can bear falſe witneſs 
againſt his Neighbuur, whether he be Fried or Enemy. And 
Pope /nnoc nu! Nl, ina Decree iſlued forth the Sccond of 
March, Anne 167g. has ſtrictly commanded all the Faithful 
1n virtue of holy Obedience, and under pain of incurring 
the Divine Vengeance, that they never Swear equivocally, 
or with any m-ntal reſervation,upon no account or pretended 
convenience whatſoeverzand that ifany preſume either pab- 

| lickly 
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lickly or privately to teach or maintain the D-Arine of 
Swearing with equivocations or mental Reſervati's, that they 
ae fatto incur Excommunication late Sextentie,and cannot be 
abſolv'd by any, but the Pope himſelf,excepting at the hour 
of death. Heis taught therefore to ſpeak plainly and ſin- 
cerely, without difmnlations, equivocations, mental reſerua- 
tions, Or any ſuch little artific:s, which cannot be but very 
injurious to all Society, and diſplealing to the Firſt Truth. 
And now if .any futho-s, in communion with his Church, be 
produced as Pa:rons of inward Reſerves , and grand abet- 
tors of theſe mental juggles, let them hold up their hands, 
and anſwer for themſelves ; their Church, has declar'd for 
no ſuch DoCtrine, and is no more to be charg'd with their 
extravagant Opinions, than with the unexemplar lives of oz 
ther her Acmbers, whole irregularities are not at all deriv'd 
from their Religion, but from the negleQ of their own cor- 
rupt Inclinations, and giving way to the' temptations of 
their Enemy. | 


Rs CE 
A ———_—_—_ 


27. Of a Death-bed Repentance. » 


ZE is bred up: in a t'tal E is bred up in the 


neg led of the Service of 
God, of all Yertue and Devotts 
on, while be us well and in good 
health , npor preſumption of a 
death-bed-repentance ; anda 
confiderce, that all bus fins will 
be c-rtainly forgiven, if hz can 
but once [ay,Lord have mercy 
upon me, 4t the laſt hour. 
And "tis a ſufficient encourage- 
met to him, to rely wholy up- 
oa this, to ſee, that. thre is no 


| Service and Love cf 
God, taught to work his Sal- 
vation 10 fear and trembling, 
to provide in health-time a- 
gainlt the Zaf! hour, and by 
no means to rely upon a 
death-bed-repentance ; for that 
men, generally ſpeaking, as 
they live, fo they die; and 
tis to be fear'd greatly, that 
thoſe who negleQ God Al- 


, mighty and forſake him al! 


2 their 
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ſuch proffligate Villain, ome their life-time, will never 


that has liv'd, tho to the find him, at their dearth. So 

h:izht of wickedneſs and de- that, with St.* Angnſtize he 
biuchery, of his Communion ' doubts -the Salvation of ' as 
but at his d'ath he ſhall be aſ- many, as defer their Con- 
ſiſted by a Prieſt, «nd ſhall re- verſion tilt that hour, and 


' ceive ap Ablolution from «ll has no encouragement at all 


his fins, with ay abſolatePromifſe to do it. However, if any 
of being ſoon admitted to Blils, are found; that have been 
and reigning with Chriſt, if he fo negleQtul- of their Duty, 
can but ouce ſay, thit he is as to put off this grear buli- 
ſorry ; or if his Yoice fail neſs of Frernity to the Zaſ 
him, feanifie es mnch by a Nod Moment , he's taught, thar, 
of his Head, or t4e Motion in Charity, they ought to 
of a Finger. | have all ' Wi/tance poſſible ; 
to put them in mind of their 

condition,to excite them to a hearty deteſtation of all their 
Offences: to let them know, that, though they deſerve 
Hell-fire in puniſhment of their wickednels, yet that they 

ought by no means d:ſpair, for that God is merciful ; and, 

who knows, but, it they heartily call upon him, and en- 


deavour for a fincere repentance, with an humble conhi- 


dence on the Merits and Paſſion of Feſus Chrift, he may 
hear their Prayers, ſhew them Mercy; and-give them time 
to rep?nt. Thele are all the Promiſes can be.given in this 
point ; and this is what he ſees daily /practivd ; And if 


ſome, by theſe means, are preſerv'd from falling into de- 


fpair, *tis well; but as for any receiving from hence en- 


couragement of coming into the /iz--circumfances, he thinks 


there's bur little danger, eſpecially fince there's nothing ſo 
often repeated in Books, no more common SubjeQs for Ser- 
mons, than the diſplaying the manifold perils of delaying 
ones Converſion , and putting off Repentarce till the lf 
boar, | 
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28. Of Fafting. _ 


E u contented withthe 
appearance of Dewvo- 

tion ; and looking not b.yona 
the name of Mortification , 
he fi'is down well ſatisfied 
with the ſhadow, 1ithout ever 
taking care for the Subſtance. 
And thus, being a great Pre- 


$ tender to Faſting and the De- 


nial of himſelf, he !hinks þz 
has ſufficiently complied. with- 
his Duty in this point , and 
mae good his claim ; if he 
has but abſtain'd- from fleſh ; 
And though at the ſame time 
he regales himſclf ' at Noon 
with all the variety of the 
ftuffs him- 
ſelf at Night with th: beſt 
Conſerves, a#4 delicateſt Jun- 


kets, 4d drinks all day the - 


pleaſanteſt Wines , and her 
Liquors: yet  h: perſwades 
himſelf, that he is a truly Mor- 


"tified max, that he has moſt 
 Chriſtian-lite 


comm:morated 
the bitter Death azd Paſſion 
of his Reaemeer, and done 4 
Horr of Eec Forer. in order 
to the ſuppreſſing hi corrupt 


inclinatiozs,and {atisfying for 


the Oifences of bis Life paſs'd 


j I S Church teaches him, 
that the Appearance 

of Devotion, the Name of 
Mortification and pretence. 
to it, are only vain and fruit- 
leſs things, it they. are not 
accompanied with the ſub- 
ance. And that *tis bur a. 
very lame compliance with 
the Eccleſiaſtical Precept of 
Faſt'xo, to abſtain:from fl (b, 
unleſs all other exceſſes, are 
ar the {ame time carefully 
avoided. *Tis true,his Church 
has not forbidden on. theſe 
days the drin<ing of Wine, 
but permits a moderate. uſe 
of it, as at other times ;- But 
is ſo far from giving liberty 
to any of her Flock of com- 
mitting exceſſ-s, that ſhe de-. 
clares Drunkenzeſs and all 
Gluttony whatſoever, to be. 
more hainous and ſcandalous 
ſins on ſuch Deys,than on any 
other : They being cxprelly. 
contrary; nor only to the 
Law of God, butalſo to the 
intention . of the. Church, 
which appoints theſe times 
for the retrencning Debau- 
cheries, and conquering our 
VICIOUS 
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Nay, he has ſuch a prepoſte- vicious Appetites, And now 
rous conceit of thinzs that he if Jny of his Profeſſios make 
b. liewes it a greater ſin to eat lob. ſcruple' of being dra 
the leaſt bit of Fleſh o» 4 Faſt- on a Faſting day,than of eating 
ing-day, than to be do vuright the leaſt bit of fleſh; he knows 
drunk, 07 comm t any o'h:y nothing more can be ſaid of 
excels : as having leſs ſcruple them, than of many. others, 
of breaking the Command- who will not break the Sab- 
ments ofGod,thas of violating bath day, by doing any:ſervile 
any Ordinance of th: Pope, /abour on it;for all the World, 
or any Law of his Church, looking on this as a moſt 
damning ſin; and yet at the 

ſame time, have little {cruple of ſwearing, curſing, lying, or 
reveiling.the greatelt part of the day. Whioh 1s Not, be- 
cauſe they have more liberty for theſe, than the former ; 
they being all moſt wicked Offences; but becauſe they 
that do thus, are but Chriſtians by halves, who with a kind 
of Poariſaical and Partial Obedience, lee ro bear ſome of 
the Commandments moſt zealouſly in their hearts, while 
others they trample under their feet , ſcrupling many 
times at a Moat,-and at other occaſions paſſing by a Beam 
undiſcern'd : for which their Church is not to be accoun- 
table; but they themſelves,as being guilty of a wilful blind- 
neſs,and a moſt unchriſtian negligence, This 1s the real caſe 
of ſuch of his Comm1ni0n,who on days of Humiliatioz,while 
they abſtain from Fleſh, yet give ſcandle by their intem- 
perateneſs. They have a Command of God, by which they 
are oblig'd on af days to live ſoberly, and to avoid all Glut- 
tony and Drunkenneſs ; and on Faſtings days, beſides this 
Command of God, they have a Charch Precept, by which 
they are bound (if able) to eat but eve Meal in a day, and 
that ot of Fl-ſþ. And now if ſome are ſo inconſiderate | 
and carelels, as to be ſcrupulouſly obſervant of oze of theſe ' 
Commands, and wholly negligent of the other ; *tis not be- 
cauſe their Religion teaches them to do fo, (which detelts 
and condemns all ſuch /cand:lons partiality, and complying | 
with 


erp 


with their Duty by halves) but becauſe they ſhut their ears 
to all good Inftruftion, and chuſe rather to follow their- 
own corrupt Appetites, than the wholſom DoQrine of 


their Church. 


29. Of Diviſions and Schiſms in the Church. 


which th: r: are 45 many 
Schiſms, as Families : An1 
they are ſo divided in their Opi- 
nions, that commonly, as ma- 
ny 4s meet in Company 5 fo ma: 
#y ſeveral Tenets arc maintain- 
ea. Hence ariſe their infinite 
and endl {5 D\putes 5 and the 
diſagreement of their Divines, 
whopretend t» givea true and 
lid explicatio; of tve Mylte- 
ries of the Chriſtian Faith, ana 
y t differ in a5 many Points 
as they write of. Beſines, what 
variety of Fudsments are there 
in thety Religious Houſes «nd 
Cloiſters, none agreeing with 
another , in their Foundation, 
Inſtitution and Profefſion ? 
This being of the Religion of 
$r. Dominick, that of Sr. 


HE? is of a Religion, in 


Francis, 4 thira of St. Ber- 
nard,, others of 3t, BenediQt; 
| and ſo without Number; ſo 

' that as many Orders, as many 
' Religions. 4nd yet. they pre- 
teud to Chriltiaa Unity, 


E is of a Religion , in 
which there are no 
Schiſms or 'Separations ; all 


the Members of it (however 


{pread rhrough the World) 
agreeing like one Mar ineve- 
ry Article of their Faith, by 
an equal ſubmiſſion to the De- 
terminations of their Church, 
And no one of them, though 
the moſt Learned and Wile, 
ever tollowing any other&u/e 
in their. Faith, belides this of 
aſſenting to all.thit the Church 
of God planted by Chriſt, ffi. 


ſted ana prot ed by the Hoty 


Ghoſt, propofes to the Fatthful 
10 be believ'd, as the Dottrine 
of the Apdſiles, and recciv'd 
as ſuch in all Hoes, Which is, 
all unanimouſly to believe as: 
the Church of God believes, No 
one of his Communion ever 
doubting of this,or ſcrup'ling 


to receive any thing,after his 


Churches Declaration. And 
now, though they all rhus. 
cunſpire in every Point of 

Faith 
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amidſt this diverſity growing Faith" yet there is'a Sreat ds- 
"upon thews every day. verſity amonglt theSchool-mez 
| TR in their Divinity-points, and 
Opinions of ſuch matters,as are no Articles of Faith, and have 
no relation to it, but as ſome Circumſtance or Manzer,;which, 
being never 4:fiz'd by their Church, may be maintain'd ſeve- 
rajly, either th4, or that way, without any breach of Fazh, 
or injury to their Relizion: And of thele things only they 
'Diſpute, and have their Debates, in maniter of School-Ex- 
erciſes, without any- diſagreement at all.1n. their Belzef, but 
with a perfeQ Unity. The like Hnity 15 rhere amongſt the 
Religious Orders, all which ſay the ſame Creed, own the ſame 
Authority in the Charch of Chriſt; and in every thing profeſs 
the ſame Faith ; and have no other differences, .than as it 
were of {ov many ſeveral ſteps or degrees in the practiſe of a 
Devout and Holy Life. Some being of a more Severe and 
Stridt Diſcipline, - others of a more Gexz:l: and Moderaze. 
Some {pending more time in Prayizg,others more in Hatchs 
?ng, Others, more in Faſting, ſome being intended for the 
Catechiſing, and breeding up of Youth; others for taking 
care of Hoſpitals, and looking after the Sick 3 others for go- 
ing amonglt' /xfidels, and Preaching to them the- Goſpel. of 
Chrift, and for ſuch like Pious and Chriſtian Deligns, to the 
greater Glory and Honour of God. Which differences make 
No other difference in the ſeveral Profeſſors, than there'was 
between Mary and Martha, who expreſs*d their Love and 
Service to their Zord ina very different employ 3 but both 
li commendably, and without any danger of prejudicing the 
UH Unity of their Faith, 
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2 30. Of Fryars and Nuns. 


E is tau;ht tohave a high E 1s taught to bave a 
eſteem for all thoſe of his | high eſteem for thofe 


Communion ,whoCloiſtring th.m- of his Communion, who un- 
der 


LY Helew Ss 


; 


| 


ſelves up, become Friars. aud 
' Nuns3, 4 ſort of People, who 
| call themſelves Religious, and 


are nothing but a Religious 


Cheat ; munder the cloke of- 


Piety and pretence to Devotion, 


deceiving the World; and live: 


ing to the height of Wickedneſs, 


under the notion of Saints. 7 hey 


vow Chaſtity, Poverty and 
Obedience, 4nd obſ.rve ns- 
thing leſs , but live in all re- 


| ſo:&s ſo irregular and ſeauda- 


lous, that were there to be ta- 
ken 4 compendious draught sfall 
the Luxury, Pride, Covetouſ. 
neſs, Irr eligion, and other YVi- 
ces, thro the while World, it 
might he modell'd according to 
what is athed between any of th: ſe 


four VValls,in which th:ſe Re. 


der take that ſort: of life, 
which according-to Chriſt's 


own direftiolhiiand his Apo- 


ſtles, is pointes out as the be/?. 
A ſort of People, who endea- 
vour to perform all that God 
has Commazded, and alſo what 
he has ConxſclPa, as the berrer, 
and in order to more per- 
fetion, They hear Chriſt de- 
claring the danger of Riches; 
they therefore embrace a vo- 
luntary Poverty, and lay aſide 
all Titles to Wealth and Poſ- 
ſeſſions. St, Paul Preaches, 
that he tnat giveth not his Vir- 
gin in Marriage, doth better 
than he that does ; and that ſhe 
that u unmarried careth for the 
the things of th: Lord, how ſhe 
may be holy, both in body, and 


cluſcs live, without danger of ſpirit: They therefore chule a 


omitting any thing, that 1s wick- 


fragle Fate,Conſecrating their 
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Firginity to God;that fo they 
| may be wholly intent on his 
ſervice, and be careful how to plexſe him; while ſhe that is 
married careth for the things of th: World, how ſhe may pleaſe 
her Hausband, (1 Cor. 7. 32, 33, 34, 38.) The Goſpel Pro- 
| claims, that thoſe that will fo/low Chriſt, muſt deny them- 
' ſelves; they theretore renounce their epx wills, and withour 
| reſpe& totheir own proper inclinations, paſs rheir lite 1n | 
| a perpetual obedience, And becaute the World is corrupt, ſo 
that to a Pious Soul, every. buſineſs is a Dira&ion, every 
diverſidna 7:mptat'o#, and more frequent the Provocutions 
to Evil, than Examples to Go-d ;, they therefore retire from 
itas muchas poſſible, and confiaing themſelves to a lirtle 
Corner or Cell,apply themſelves wholly to Devotion, mak- 
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ed and unchriſtian. 


ing Prayer their buſineſs, the Service of God their whole em- 
ptoy,and the Salvation of their Soxls their only deſign, And 
now if in _z#heſei Rerirements, where every thing 1s. order'd, 
aS1t may be moſt advantageous for the promoting Fertue 
and Dcv-tion,nothing permitted that is likelyto prove a di- 
ſturbance to Gadlinels, or allurements to Evil, yet ſome live 
ſcanaalouſly, and give illexample to the World;V Vhat can be 
{aid 3 bur that no Szete can ſecure any Man and tharnoſuch 
provifion can be made in order to a Holy Zife, but itmay 
be abar'd? But yet he docs not think thatfuch ab«fes, and the 
vitiouſneſs of ſome, can be argument enovgh to any juſt and 
Teaſonable Man, to condemn the whole, and the e/titation it 


ſelf. Is not Marriage abus'd an infinite number of ways, and 


many forc'd to embrace this ſtate, or atleaſt to accept of 
{uch particular Perſons contrary to their own choice and 1i- 
king ? Is there any ſtate in this World,any Condition, Trade; 
Calling, Profeſſion, Degree, or D.gnity whatſoever, which 
is not 495d by ſome ? Are Churches exempt from abuſes * 
.Are not Bibles and the HYordof God abus'd? Is not Chriſti- 
anity it (elf abus'd, and even the Mercy of God abus'd * If 
therefore there is nothing ſo Sacred andDivine in the whole 
World, which wicked and malicious Men do not pervert to 
their ill deſigns,to the high diſhonour of God,and their own 
Damnation: How can any one upon the meer conſideration 
of {ome 4uſes, paſs Sentence of Condemnation againſt a 
thing, which otherwiſe is Good and Holy? *Tis an undeni- 
able truth,that to embrace a Life cxempr,as much as can be 
from the turmoils of the YVorld; and ina quict retirement 
to Dedicate ones ſelf to the Service of God, and ſpend ones. 
daysin Prayers and Contemplation, :s a moſt commendable un- 
dertaking, and very becoming a Chri/tian. And yet if ſome, 
who enter {ſuch a courſe of life as this ;- fall ſhort of whar 
they pretend, and inſtead of becoming eminent in Vertue 
and Godlineſs ; by their unexempla; lives, prove a $canaa! 
to their Profeſſion ; Is their Rule and [»/titntion to be con- 
demned; orrather,they who {werv*d from it 2 No,let not 
the Dignity of an 4poſt/-, lufter for the fall of Zndas : Nor 

the 
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_ the Commandments ligunder;an aſperſion,: upon the account 
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3I. Of Wicked Principles and PraSices, + 


HZ is a Member of a 
 Church,nhich zs called 
Holy ; but 7» her DoQrine 
and Practices ſo Foul az A- 
bominable, that mhoſoever 
admires her -for SanCtity, may. 


| «pon the ſame grounds 45 ho- 


mage to Vice it ſelf. Has ever 
any Society force Chriſft"s tim, 
appear'd in the World fo black 
and deform'd with | Hilliſh 
Crimes as' ſhe 4 Has: not ſbe 
out , done, even. the, moſt: Barba- 
r0#s Nations and: Tufidels with 
her Tmpieties, and drawn 4 


ſcandal, upon | the name: of 


Chriſtian, by her unparelicl'd 
Fices? Take bat a viem: of the 
horrid Prattices ſhe has been 
exgae'd in, of late years ; con- 
ſider" the. French «4 Iridh 
Maſſecres, the." Murd: rs ':10 
Henry the Third 44d" Fourth, 
Kings of France, the: Holy 
League, , the Gun-powder- 
Treaſon, 
Oueen Mary, the Firing of 
London, th: late 'Plot 7 the 
Tear 1678. to ſubvert the 
Government, 41d a'ſftroy his 


K 


the Cruelty of 


\E 1s a Member'of a 

. 2  Charch; ' which, : ac- 
cording.to'the gth Article 
of the Apoſtles Creed, he be- 
lieves to be Holy; and this 
not only-in Name,but alſo in 
Doi#rine'; and for witneſs of 
her SanCtity,” he- appeals to 
her Councils, Catechiſms, Pul- 


pits, and Spiritual Books of 


DireQion ; in' which : the 
main-defgn is,to imprint in 
the hearts of the Faithful, 
this comprehenſive Maxim of 
Chriſtianity z That they ought 
to loue God, abowe all things, 
with th%}, whole heart and ſoul 
aud their neighbor, 4s them- 


felves:. And that. none flatter 


themſelves,with a confidence 
to jſbe faved.by Faith alope 


f - withont living-ſoberly, juſtly 


and pioufly;'\as: *ris in the 
Council of Trext, Sefſ. 6. c. 
11. So that he doubts not at 
all; but thatas many as live 
according ro the dire#ion"ot 
his Church .and'in obſervance 
of her Do@#rin-, live holily in 


'\the Service and Fear of God ; 
X and 
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Majeſty; 
Edmundbuty Godfrey,and a 
infinite number of other ſuch 
like . dewiliſh Contrivances ; 
and then tell me, Fbethey. that 
Church, which has b:+32 the 
Author. and Promoter of ſuch 
berbarphs Defirnrt: onght to be 
efteem'l Holy, and ' reſpeited 
for Piety, and_ Religion, or r4- 
ther be; .convernn'd for the 
Mifſtris of [arqu#y phe Whore 
of Babylan;.whnh hath. pol: 
luren.. the : Earth '' with * hey 

Hitheaneſs, a2d, tanght' no- 
thing blit the Dodtrine' of De- 
viti © «Ani, detrnever fo -majy 
Pretengespe mae; net 051 euts 
dents, that al theſe Execy able 
Pradic's have biew done ac- 
cordize to the known Princi- 

ples of +hzs: Holy: Church, 
ale that: hen\ greateſt Parnons, 
the moſt. Learwed of 'bed' Di: 
vines, h'r moſt eminent 'Bi- 
ſhops, her Prelates,' Cardi- 
nals, ard even the Papes 
themſelves, have been the chief 
Managers of theſe Helliſh Con- 
trivances, And what more 
convinces Argument, . that 
they are all w.ll approves, and 
conform to the Religion taupht 
by their Church? 


the death of Sir 


. into eternal Bliſs, 


and- with: -24n humble cenfi- 

dence tithe Merits and Palſs- 

0x of their Red:exmer,may hope 

to be receiv'd, after thisLife, 
But that 
all in Communion with his 
Charch do not live thus holily, 
and:1n the' fear of God, he 
knows *tis too, tobievidents 
there being many -in all pla- 
ces; wholly forgetful of their 
Duty, giving themſelves up 
tro'albſores of Vice;and guilty 
of moſt horrid Crimes. And 
tho*: he 1s\not bound to be- 
oo» all to be 7rwth, -that is 
rg/d von them: by -ad- 
x ol there being no 
Narrative: of any of "thoſe 
deviliſh Comivences and 
PraCtiſes laid to them, where- 


in Faffion and Fury.have not 


niade great a/a/tioxs; where- 
intbings\Dubious are mot 1m- 
prov'd'into Certainties, Suſpt- 
crons into Realities, Feari and 


Jjeatvuſies into Subſontial Plots, 


and down-rizht Lies 'and Re- 
corded. Purjavies \ into. Pulpit, 


nay Goſp:l-t#uths, Yet he 
really thinks, that there has 


been Men of his Prof* ion of | 


every raok and degree, 
learned and unlearned, high 
and low, Secular ad Eccle- 


ſiaſtick, that Se beenſcandalous in their Lives, wicked 
in their Deſigns, without the fear of God in their hearts, 


Or 
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or care of their own Salvation. But what then ? Is the 
whole Church to be condemn'd,for the vicious lives of ſome 
of her Profeſſors 7 and herDoFrixe to ſtand guilty of as many 
Villanies, as thole commit, who neglett to follow it ? If 
ſo, let the Men oi that Soci:ry, Fudgment or Perſraſion,who 
are not in the hike circumſtances, fling the firſt fone. Cer- 
tainly if this way of paſſing ſentence, be once allow'd as 
juſt and reaſonable, there never was, nor ever will be, any 
Reliyiow or Church of God upon the Earth. *Tis but reckons 
ing up, the idolatries, Superſtitions, Cruelties, Rebellions, 
Murders of Princes, Impicties, and other ſuch like Enor- 
mities, committed by the Zews, as they ſtand recorded in 
Scriptare ; and 'tis immediately - prov'd, that the Zews 
were never the choſe People of God, nor their Law, the 
Dictates of Heaven, *Tis bur making a Liſt of the Mi/ae- 
meanours, Irregularities, buſes, Exceſſes, Treacheries, Simony, 
S:parations, Diſcords, Erronevus Doftrines, to be found even 
1n the time of the Apoſtles and their fo:lowers ; and they 
are all effeQually prov'd to be the Diſciples of »'ichrif?, 
and that the World's Redeemer had no ſooner aſcended into 
Heaven, bur his Apoſtles left him, and began to {ct up for 
Schiſm and Vice. By this way, Conſtantine may be evident- 
ly cendemn'd for an Heathen, becauſe be murder'd his 7ife 
and his-Sox. And the Relzgion of: Theodefins be mark*d our 
for Atheiſm, becauſe by his order, Seven Thouſand Theſſa- 
Tlonians, were treacherouſly maſſacred in three hours ſpace, 
without diſtinction of Sex or Ape, or the Innocent from 
[the Guilty. -A Coxfidext Undertaker would find no difficul- 
ty in/provingall this; eſpecially if he had but the Gyfr, 
of exagerating lome things, miſrepreſenting others, of finding 
Authoriti:s and Texts for every 1dle Story, of charging 
the extravagant Opinions of every fing/e Author upon the 
R-lizion they profeſs, of rakiag together all the Wicked- 
neſs, Cruelties, Treacheries, Plots, Conſpiracies, at any 
time committed, by any ambitious Deſperado's or wicked 


| Villajns : and then poſitively aflerting, thar what rheſe 


did 
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did, was according to the Dorine of that Church of which 
| they were Members ; and that the true Meaſures of the 
Santtity and Goodneſs of the Church in whoſs Communion 
theſe Men were, may be juſtly taken from the Behaviour 
of ſuch Offezderr. But certainly - no Man of Reaſon and 
Conſcience can allow of ſuch Proceedings. No ſober Man 
would ever go to 7yburn,and HFhets/tons-Park;to know what 
is the Reljgioz profcis'd in England according to Ziw. Nor 
would look into all the Sinks, Jakes, Dunghills, Commoan- 
{hores about Town, from ſuch a Proſpe& to give a true 
. Deicription of the City, Why therefore ſhould the Cha- 
rTacter of the Charch of Rome and her Dittrin: be taken only 
from the looſe Behaviour and wicked Crimes of ſuch,who, 
tho? in Communion with her, yet live not according to her 
direction! ? She teaches Holineſs of Life,Mercy to the Poor, 
Loyalty and Obedience to Princes , and the Neceſlity of 
keeping the Commandments, {witneſs the many Books of 
Devotion and Direction, made Zygliſh, for publick beneiit, 
written originally by Papiſts) and great numbers there are 
(God be prais'd) who. praCtice this in their Lives. And now 
if there be many alſo, who ſtop their ears to good Inſtrufti- 
on, and following the Suggeſtions of their own ungovern'd 
Appetites, of Pride, Ambition, Covetouſneſs, Luxury, &c. ſo 
lay aſide all concern of Salvation, and become unchriltian 
both to God and their Neighbour, that they are a ſhame to 
their Profeſſion : why ſhould the Church be repreſented ac- 
cording to the wickedpeſs of thole that negle& her DoiFrine, 
and not rather by the Piety and Exemplar Lives of ſuch 
as toilow it ? Is not this to deal by her, (if we may uſe 
ſuch a Compariſon) as *tis generally done by the Sign of 
St. Dunitan, . near 7emple bir: on which, tho? the Saint 
be drawn almoſt in the fl proportion, and there's no more 
of the D-vil on it ; beſides the reaching towards him with 
a pair of 7Zozgs ; yet 'tis de{crib'd only by the Name of 
the Devil Tavern, without the leaft mention of the Saint ? 
And is not thts partzality unjuſt, and theſe pi ce-meal De- 
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ſcriptions unreaſon2b'c, Let the CharaFer of the Church 
be given according © what ſhe reaches, and not. accord- 
ing to the Hriting- of every poſttive Opiniator, and the 


General Conncils; and itanding fait to theſe ; they yet own, 
that many of their /Y7:itersarc too looſe in their Options, 
that ail Biſhops and Cardinals are not (o edifying, as it be- 
comes their ſtatez and that Pypes may have their failings 
too. A Pope is a Temporal Prince, keeps a Conrt,has variety 
of Officers about him. And if he has Flare. rers, and Miſn- 
formers too, 'tis nothing but what all Princes are ſenfible 
of, bur eannot remedy. And hence he doubts not, but 
*tis poſſible that he: may be engag'd in unlawful under- 
takings, and invite others to the like, And are not all 
other Prixc-s ſubject to this too 2 But what then 2 Theſe 
AQtions of Popes concern not the Faith of thoſe, who are 
in Communion with them; they may throw a ſcandal 
indeed upon the Relzzion,but they can never alter it's Creed, 
But what need any other recuin to the numerous Cla- 
mours made daily againl{t rhe wickedneſs ot the Papiſts * 
Tis a ſufficient Vindic:tion of their Chief Paſtors or 
Popes, (to uſe the words of a Perſon of Quality) that a- 
mong two hundred and fifty, that have now ſucceſſively 
bore that Charge, there are not above rex or twelve 
ainſt whom, their moſt malicious adverſaries can hind 
occaſions of ſpitting their venome ; and that a Challenge 
may be made to the whole World, to. ſhew but the fifth 
part of ſo many ſ«ccefftve Govermonrs, lince the Creation, 

of which there have not been far more that have ab#:'d: 
their Power. And as for their F:ck and People owning. 
this Authority, *tis true, many wick:d things have =o 
one 


» 


negle& the care of their Souls : but however the Gemera/i- 
ty of them live like Chriſtians z few come to them, but 
with their Religion they change alſo their Manners for 
the better, few deſert them, but ſuch who feem to be 


 faln out with all Chrifjazity : and whoſoever will look 


into any of our neighbouring Popiſh Towns, as Pars, 
Antwerp, Gant, &c, will find in any oxe of them, more 
Praying, more Faſting, more receiving the Sacraments, 
more . viſi:.ing Priſoners and the Sick, more Alms-giving, 


done by ſome of them ; and too many like Libertines, 


than inany ze» Towns of the Reformation. 


32. Of Miracles. 


Eis ſo given up to the 

belief of idle Stories 

and Ridiculous Inventions 7x 
favour of his Saints, which he 
calls Miracles 3 that nothing 
can be related ſo every way ab: 


ſard, fooliſh and almoſt impoſ- 


ſible, but it gains credit with 
him z, and heis ſo credulouſly 


confident of the truth of them, 


that there's no difference to him 
be!wixt theſe Tales,and what he 
reads in Scripture. [is a pret- 
ty Romance, 70 ſee what zs re- 
counted of SaintFrancis?sCord, 
the Scapular, Saint Anthony, 
Saint Bridgit, and other ſuch 
Favourites of Heaven, Hethat 
has but read the Atchievements 
of theſe, may excuſe the peruſal 


E 15not oblig'd to be- 
A lieve any one Hrracle, 


beſides whar is- in the Scrip- 


ture; and for all others, he 
may give the credit, which 


in prudence he thinks they de- 
ſerve ; conſidering the Hope-: 


ty of the Relator, the {utho- 
rity of the Fitneſſes,and ſuch 
other circumſtances, which 
on the like occaſions ule to 
gain hisaitſent. And if upon 
the account of mcer Hiſtory, 
and the conſent of Authors, 


few make any doubt, bur . 


that there was {uch an one as 
Ceſar, Alexander, Mahomet, 
Zather, &c. VVhy ſhould he 
doubt of the truth of many 
Miracles, which have not on- 


. ly 
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of Beyis of Southampton, the ly the like conſent of 4uthors 
Seven Champions, er Que- and Hiſtory, but alſo are at- 
vedg's Dreams ; for theſe teſted by great numbers of 
have nothing to compare to th: eye-witneſſes, examin'd by Au- 
former, either for rare inven- thority, and found upon Re- 
tion, wonderful ſurpriſes or cord, with all the formalities 
performance of impoſſibles. due to ſuch a Proceſs 2 Saint 
| Auguſtin relates many Mira- 
cles done in his time, ſo does St. Zerome and other Fethers, 
and if they doubted nothing of them then, VVhy ſhould he 
queſtion the truth of them now 2 He finds that 1a the time 
of the O/d Zaw, God favour'd many of his Servants, work- 
ing Miracles by their hands ; and he thinks now that God's 
hand is not ſhortned ; that the Diſciples of Chrif are no 
noleſs Favonrites of Heaven, than thoſe of Adeſes; and 
that the Vew Zaw may be very well allow'd to be as Glor:- 
oxsand as particularly privileag'd as the Old: eſpecially 
ſince Chriſt promiſed that his Apoſtles, ſhould do greater Mira- 
cles, than ever he himſelf bad done. And what it ſome Mira- 
cles recounted byAuthors, are ſo wonderfully ſtrange, that 
$0 ſome they ſeem Ridiculous and 4bſurd; are they the leſs 
trve upon this account 2 Is not every thing Ridiculous to Un- 
believers ? The whole Dotrine of Chrilt, is a Scandal to the 
Fews and Folly tothe Gentil 5s. And what more Abſurd to 
one that wants Faith, than the Miracles recounted in the Old 
Teftament?Might not ſich an one turn them all into Ridicule 
and Buffoonry 2 Take bnt Faith away,and ſee what becomes 
of Balazm and his 4{s, Samſon and his Faw-bop!, Flies an1 
his Frery Chariet, Flijah's Mantile, Ax::head and Dead Bon x, 
Gideon's Pitchers, Lamps and Trumpets in demoliſhirg rhe 
Walls of Fericho, Moſes and his Bursing-Buſb, his hoſding 
up his hands for the Victory over his Enemies, his parting 
of the Red:S:a, and Foſhua's commanding the Sun to itand 
(HY, cc. Might not theſe, and all the reſt be painted ou: as 
Ridiculgas, as any ſuppoſed to be done fince Chriſt's time. 
and be put in the fame Lift, with the Hiltory of Bevis or Guy 
[ of 
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of Warwick? A little incredulity, accompanied with a pre- 
ſumption of meaſuring Gods Works by Humane Wiſdom, 
will eaſily make the greateſt part of them, paſs for 
Follies and Abſurd Impoſſibilities. And though he is ſo far 
from giving equal aſſent to the Miracles related in Scrip- 
ture, and the orhers wrought fince ; that. the former he 
believes with a Divine Faith, and the reſt with an inferiour 
kind of aſſent, according to the Grounds and Authority 
there is in favour of them, like as he does in Prophane 
Hiſtory : Yet the ſtrangeneſs of thele, never makes him in 
the leaſt doubt of the 77th of them, ſince "tis evident to 
him, that all the Works of Heaven far ſurpaſs all his rea- 
ſoning, and that while he endeavours but to look even 
i1nro the very ordinary things daily wrought by God Al- 
mighty, the Motion of the Suu, Moon and Stars, the 
Flowing of the S:a, the Growing of an Zar of Corn, the 
Light of a Candle, the Avrtifice of the Bees, &c. he quite 
loſes himſelf, and is bound to confeſs his own /gnorance 
and Folly, and that God is Fonderful in all his Yorks, a 
God ſurpaſſing all our knowledge. Whatſcever therefore 
is related upon good grounds, as done by the extraordinary 
Power of God, he is ready to affent to it, although he 
ſees neither the how, the why, nor the wh-refore ; being 
ready to attribute all to the Honour and Praiſe of his 
Maker, to whoſe Omnipotent Hand, moſt of poox Man's 
Impoſlibles, are none. 


w_ 
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23. Of Holy Water. 


& highly a»proves th: =s utterly diſapproves 
| Superſiitious uſe of ma- | ail forts of Superſti- 
ny inanimate things, and at- tion, And yet is taught 
tributes wonderful effeits to to have an efteem for 
ſuch Creatures, which are but Holy Vater, bleſi'd Can- 


ales, 


iu 4 very inferiour rapk, and 
able to do no ſuch things. Holy 
Water 2s in great efteem with 
him, ſo are Bleſſed Candles, 
Holy Oyl a»d Holy Bread, 7x 
which he puts ſo much confi- 
dence ; that by 
theſe, he thinks himſelf ſecure 
from all Witchcraft, Enchant- 


ment, and all the power of 


the Devil; nay, that by the 
help of theſe ſenſeleſs Medias 


tors he may obtain remiſſion of 


his venul or lighter fins. And 
in the uſe of theſe thin:s, he is 
taught by his Church to be [o 
obſtinately poſitive, as if be had 
the Authority of Fathers and 
Scripture toback it, whenas there 
zs not the leaſt grain of Rea- 
{on, zo hint of Antiquity, #0 
Text throughout the Word of 
God for the defemce, com- 


mana, or even permiſſin 


of it, 


above their zatural Power 


the Power of 


3 


al:zs, Holy Oyl, and- Holy 
Bread; not duubting,but thar 
as ſuch Men,who have Con- 
ſecrated themſelves to the 
ſervice of Godin the Preach» 
ing the Goſpel and Admini- 
ſtration of the Sacraments, 
have a particular reſpeQ due 
to them,above the the Zaity : 
As Church:s Cedicated to God 
are otherwiſe to be look'd 
on, than other dwelling Houſes: 
So likewiſe theſe other Crea- 
tures, which are particularly 
deputed by the Prayers and 
Bleſſing of the Prieſt, to cer- 
tain uſes for God's own Glo- 
ry,and the Spiritual and'Cor- 


poral good of Chriſtians, 


ought to be reſpeQted ina de- 
oree above other things. And 
what Superſtition in the ule of 
them ? Has not God himſelf 
preſcrib'd ſuch inanimate 
things, and Holy Men made 
uſe of them, for ain intent 


: and this without any Superfi- 


tion ? Was there Superltiticn in the /Vaters of Fralonſie, 
(Numb. 5,17,) in the Shew-Zread, in the Tables of Stone, 
in the Salt us'd by Zl;jch for {weeting the infeQted Wa- 
ters; in the Ziver of the Fiſh, taken by the Angel Raphael 
for expelling the Devil? Was it Superſtition in Chriff to ute 
Clay,for the opening the eyes of the Blind ; or in the Ap - 
ſtles to impoſe hands for the bringing down the 77o/y Ghoſt 
upon Chriſtians ; or to make ule of Oy/ for the caring the 
ſick ? ( Mark 6, 13.) And Mough there be no expreſs Com: 
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mand in Scripture for Bleſſing Pater Bread, &e.yet there is 
by the Word of God 
and Py ayer, (i Tits. 4. 5.) and frequetit Promiſes, that God 
would hcar the Prayers of the Faithful, Why therefore ſhould 


this aſſurance,that every Creature is ſ1n7ified 


he doubt,but that theſe Creatures;on which the Bleſſing of God 
is: ſoulemanly implor'd by the Ford of God and the Prayers of 
che Prieſt and People, for their Sa»dTificarivn,are really Sarttifi- 


e4,according to the aſſ#rance of the poſtleyand the Promiſes 


of God? St.Cryil of Feraſal:»,wholiv'd in the Third Century, 
made- no queſtion; but that as thoſe things, which are Of- 
fered to Idols,though pare in their own #atwre, are made imv- 
pure by the Tuvocation of Devils: fo on the contrary, ſimple 
HYiter is made Holy,and gets a Sanity, by vertue receiv'd 
from'the Invocation of the Holy Ghoſt, Chriſt our Lord and 
his eternal Father,(Cyr. Catech. 3.3.) St. Auguſtine was of the 
fame Judgment,rouching the Benediftion of Breaa; affirming, 
that the Bread which the Catcohameys did take, tho? it was 
not-Chriis Body, yet' it was holy; yes, and more holy 
than the Meat wherewith we are nouriſh'd, (ug, Tom. 7: 
L.2. de Pecc. Mer. & Remiſ. c. 26.) The like is to be ſeen in 
the Epiſtle of St. Hl-xander,who govern'd the Church but fifty 
years after Sr.Perer;where he declares the Cufor even at that 
time of bleſizs Water,and confirms the Practice of it by his 
Command. And that Water thus bled was capable by vertue 
receiv'd from Heaven,of working effeQs above its own Na- 
ture,was the Sentiment of Chriſtians in the Primitive times 3 
Epiphanius makes early mention,(Tom.21.1.cont.herjo.)where 
he relates a paſſage ar length,how that Water being Bleſſed 
inthe Name of Zeſus,and ſprinkled upon Fire, which'by Wrtch- 
craft was made #nattiveand hindred from burning, imme- 
diately the Enchantment” ceas'd and the Fire burn?'d. As al- 
ſo that a Poſſe/'d Perſon being beſprinkled with bleſs? 1a- 
r:r, the Party was immediately cured. Theodoret has the 
like Narration,of the Devil hindring fire from burniong.and 
how that he was chaced away, and the charm diſſolved b 

61: ſſed ater being thrown on it, (ib. 5. Fecleſyhift, c. 21.) 


And 
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And: does 'not St.Hierow (in vit. Hilerion,p.323. Paris print.) 
make chis relation, how that /ralirws took ter from bleſſed 
Hila#ioh; and caſt it on his betwitched Horſes, on his Cha- 
rtor,and the Barriers from whence he us'd to run , and that 
the Charm or Witchery did ceafe upon the ſprinkling this 
HYater; fo that all eried out, Marnzs vidtns eft a Chriſto. 
Chriſt hath-conguered Marnas « (the 1d0l.) And now;there's 
no ! er ing and ridiculing theſe things, will ever make them 
look like vale Syperſtitions, to one that conſiders ſeriouſly, 
how much they are grounded upon Reaſon,the Ford of God, 
Ant iquity, and the Aiahority and Practice of the Catholick 
Church; which though it approves the uſe of them, yet it 
teaches plainly,that there is no Coxfidexce to be put in any 
thing, but only in Ze/w#s Chrift ; and what power theſe 
things have, they have not of thewſ-lves, but only from 
Heaven, and by the invocation of the Name of TJeſw ; 
who as by his heavenly Bleſſing, he enables us to do things 
above the power of Vatnre-;- lo alſo by the Prayers of his 
Charch he bleſſes theſe 'things, in order to the workin 
effeQs above their own natural qualities, that by them his 
Fatherly Benefits may be/applied to us; and that fo the 
Faithful may more particularly honour and bleſs him in all 
-his Creatures, 43 fl £291 


_— 


34. Of Breeding up People in Ignorance. 


E is traiwd up in gno- I TE has all theliberty, 

rancezard *irs the chief | Þ encouragement and 
mans maie uſe of by his convenience of becoming 
Church, for preſ rvinz Men learned, of any People or Per- 
i» that Communion, to ide {ſwaſton' whatſoever. And 
from them h:r mxzi:ifo!d - none that has ever look*d 0- 
Myſteries of Dziqui'y, hr ver any Zibrary, and found 
| ſtiſþ Superſtitions, her #n- that the greateſt numbers 
| chriſtian DoQrins , by per- and Choicelt Books of ail Sci- 


TIICTS, 


formins all ix unknown 
Tongues, amd not permittin 

the poor miſfl:d People to look 
into, or underſtand any thing 
that they Beliveor Profefs. And 
by this Blindneſs they are p*r- 
ſwadead to embrace {uch infinite 
numb rs of grols Errors, that 
were but the vail tak:n from 
their eyes,but for one half hour, 
and thty but permitted to have 


one fair proſp & of their Reli» 


gion, thouſands and thouſands 
would aaily deſert h:r and come 
 owvcr tothe Truth. 


ences,have men of -his:Commy- 
nion for their Authars:; None 
that.in his Travels, has taken 
a thorough view of the Yni- 
verſities in Popiſh Countries, 
of the Sorbon, Louvain, Sala- 
manca, Bologn, &c, and con- 
{ider'd their laborious ſtudies 
in Philoſohy, Divinity, Hiſtory, 
the Fathers, Councils, Scrip- 
tur2, &c. and beſides Stu- 
dents here, has ſeen how 
many thouſands there are in 
Religious Houſes, who, free 
from the diſturbances of the 
World , make Vertue and 


Learning the | buſineſs of their whole Life; will ever lay 
Tenorance tothe charge of the Papiſts ; but mult 1n- juſtice 
confeſs, that amongſt them, are tobe found as many, and 
as ygreat *cholars, as amongſt any People or Society in the 
World. And tho? the Y'alger and commor ſort, of that Pro- 
feſſion, underſtand not Zatin, yet are not they train'd upin 
12norance of their Religion, nor led along in vlindneſs ; but 
are {o provided of Books in their own Mother tongue, of [n- 
ſtruQion and Devotion, wherein is explicated the whole Duty 
of a Chriſtian, every Myſt ry of their F:tth, and all the Offices 
and Ceremonzes perform'd in the Church ; that they muſt be 
very negligent, or elſe very meanly parted, who do got ar- 
rive to a ſufficient knowledze of their Obligation in every 
reſpea. And whoſozver has ſcen the great pains and care 
ſome Good men take abroad, inexplicatirg, on Snndays and 
Holy days in their Churches, and on Week-days 1n the 
Stre:ts, the Chriftian DoF: in to the crowds of the ignorant 
and meaner ſort of people ; not omitting to reward ſuch 
as anſwer well, with ſome {mall giſts, to encourage Youth 
and proyoke them to a commendable emulation ; will ne- 


Ver 
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ver ſay,that the Pepi/is keep the poor People in Ipworance,and 
hide from them their Relzziop ; but rather rhat they uſe all 
mcansfor inftruging the /gnorant, and omit ncthing can a- 
ny ways conduce i.7 the breeding up of Zoth, in the know- 
ledge of their Faith, and letting them ſce into the Religion 
they are to profeſs. Neither does it ſeem to him, even fo 
much as probable, - that if the Church Offic- s and Service, &C. 
were pertorm'd in the P#lgar-rongue,that upon this the yow- 
Tonorant and blinaled People, would immediately diſcover ſo 
ſo many idle Superſtitions, icniciels Devotions and groſs Er- 
rors, that they would 1n great numbers upon the {fight be- 
come deſerters of that Communios, 1n which now they. are 
profeſs*d Members. For fince there 1s gothing done bur in a 
Language, which theLearned, Judicious and Leading Men 
of all Nations doevery where underſtand,and yet theſe eſpy 
no ſuch Ridicaloſittes, which fright them from their Fazrh ; 
but notwithſtanding the ſeeing all thorough and thorough, 
they yetadmire all tor ſolid, boly and Apoſtolica/, and -re- 
main' fteataſt in their Profeſt9»: how can it be imagin'd 
that- the vulgar, weak and unlearned ſort, did they but 
underſtand all as well as they, would eſpy any ſuch Erro1s 
and Supzr[tirions, which theſe others, with alltheir Learn- 
ing and Judgment cannot diſcover ? No, he thioks there's 
no reaſon to tear, that what paſſes the Teſt among the 7//e 
and Zearncd, can be groundedly call'd in queſtion by the 
Multitude, Kg 
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35. Of the Uncharitableneſs of tbe Papilts. 


ts Church teaches him to {| | Is Church teaches him 

b- very uncharitable no wach.ritablen:{s at 

it being her cen/iant Doifrin, all,and the Do&rine ſhe de. 
that none out of her Communion livers concerning the deſpc- 
can be Saved. So that let a man Tate eſtate Of FHerctices and 
be never ſo honeſt ia his Deal- Schiſmaticks, 1s nothing one 
WIilaTt 
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ing, never ſo juſt to his Neigh- 


bour, never ſo charit«ble to the 


Poor, and conſtant inh's D.y0- 
tion to his Maker; yet all this 
ſball avail him n thing, if he be 
not « Member of his Church, 
*Tis pot exou:h for him to be- 
lieve in Feſus Chriſt, to confeſs 
him his Redeemer, to believe 
that he died for our Sins, that 
he roſe again, and aſc:naed into 
Heaven ; unleſs he believes «nd 
aſſemts to every Article and 
Text declar'd by any of bis Ge- 
neral Councils ; for that 0%, 
ſtinately to deny any one of theſe, 
does a5 certainly place him at th: 
Leſt hand of the Judge, as if 
he perverſly (ood out againſt the 
truth of C oo 7, and denied 
Jeſus Chriſt zo be God. And 
by this m ans, as miny as by 


bis Church are markd out for 


Schiſmaticks or Hereticks,are 
fo expett nothivo but Damnati- 
085 or ratver are condemned 
alrcaay. 


did not only ſh:ke the duſt off 


what ſhe has learat from the 
mouth of Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles. Among the laſt -Ad- 
vices, recommended by our 
Saviour at his Aſcenſion, 1s 
found the Sentence of doom 
pronouac'd againſt all ſuch 
as would not receive the Do- 


Ctrin preach'd by the HpoZleg. 


Preach the Goſpel(ſays Chriſt 
Mark 16.16.) to every Crea- 
ture : he that believeth, and i 
baptized, ſhall be ſaved: but he 
that beljeveth not, ſhall be dam- 
wed. And this is all his Church 
delivers in this point, repea- 
ting the ſame Sentence of 
condemnation againſt all ſuch 
as will not receive and be- 
lieve the DoGtrin left by 
Chriſt, and preach'd by his 
Apoſtles. And if among 
thoſe that believe not, ſhe 
comprehends nor only /zfidzts 
and Heathens,but allo all He- 
reticks and Schiſmaticks ; *t1S 
nothing but whar ſhe has re- 
ce:v'd from the Apoſtles,who 
their feet, in witn-{5 againit 


thoſe who den'd chem entrance, and refus'd to believe 1n 
Jeſus; bur alſo denounc'd ſuch of the Brethren to ſtand guil- 
ty of damnation, who notwithſtanding their belief 1n Jeſus, 
that he died for the Redemption of Man, and that Riſing a- 
gainhe Aſcended ;nto Heaven ; did make Diviſions amongſt 
the Faithful, or Preach'd any new Doftrine contrary to 
what they had delivered. St. Paul is very expreſs in this, 
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We} 
who foretelling 7;mothy (x 7im.:4..1, 2, 3.) of fome, who 
in latter times, would'come and: Preach a. DoCtrine, For- 
bidding to Marry, and commanding to abſtain from Meats, which 
God hath created to be recetved.: 'brands them with the infa- 
mous title of men that depart from the Faith, giving heetl to 
ſeducing ſpirits, and doftrins of Devils. Intheſe words plain- 
ly letting him ,underſtand; that tho” theſe Men would nor 
deny Chriſt, yet that their falſe- Doctrine in thole two 0- 
ther Points, were.enough to make them Seducers,Deſerters of 
Chriſt, and Zeadeys to. the Devil. And does not he as ex- 
preſly, in his 2d, Epiſtle to Tirfothy (c.2. v. 10,17, 18.) con- 
demn Hymeneas and Philetss," for prophane and' vain bablers, 
ancreaſers of ungodlineſs,\and overthrowers of the Faith,who con- 
cerning the truth erred only in. one Point, ſaying, thet the Res 
ſarreition is paſt already ? By which *cis manifeſt tohim,thae 
the Doctrin now taught him by his Church, is nothing bur 
what ſhe has tearnt from S.Pasl,and the reſt of theApottles; 
it, being'deliver'd by them, that he is a /yar who denizth that 
Feſus is the Chriſt (1 Foh. 2. 22!) And that every ſpirit that 
confeſſes not, that Feſus Chriſt, i come in the fleſb, is not of God, 
(4b. 6. 4. v. 3.) And not only this, but likewiſe, A manthat 
ian Heretick, after tb: firſt andſecond admonitien,reject; know- 
zng that he is ſuch, is ſubwerted ani ſinncth, being condemmn'd of 
bimſelf, (Tit, 3. 1T0;.11,);With this weighty advice to the 
Brethren, in which they are commanded is the ame of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, to ſpeak all the ſame thing, that there be ns 
diviſions among them, but that they be perfely joined togetrer in 
the ſame mind and in the ſame judgment, (1 Cor. 1. 16.) For 
that having ſtrife 49d diviſions amone them, they will ſhew 
th.mſclves to be carnal, and to walk «s men, (ib. c. 3. v. 3.) 
That therefore, there b-1»g but one body, and on? ſpirit, one 
Lora, one Faith, and on: Baptiſm, they ſhould endeavour to kecp 
the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace, and not b2 toſſed 
too and fro like children , and carri:d about with ev'ry 
wind of doffrin, by the flight of men, and cunning crafti- 
neſs , whereby they lie in wait to deceive, ( Fpheſ. c. 4. 
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V. 3, &, 5, 14. ) WHho'traniforming” themſelves into the 
A ofſtles of Chriſt , are fulſe Apoſtles 4 deceitfil workers , 
(2 Cor. 11. 13.) But certainty” #erurſed; 3 for that frou- 
bling the faithful they wonld pervert 'the Goſpel of Chri#, 
and' preach another . Goſpel , "thim- that whith had been 
preach'd by the Apoſtles, (Gal. 1: 7, $8.) And this is the 
Sum of the DoQtrine of his Church , which believing 
that Faith is neceſſary to Salvation, it being 'i»»pofible, 
withour Faith to pl-aſe God, (Heb, ti. 6.) teaches like- 
wiſe, that the F«:hful oupht-to hold: faſt the profeſſion 
of their Faith without wivering, for that not only they 
loſe it, who deny Fas Chriſt to be' God, as ſome 
have done: but alfo all thoſe, who endeavor to pervert 
the Goſpel of Chrif, and if afiy' poiht of Faith obſtinate- 
ly deny, or teach otherwiſe than was taught by Chrif 
and: his Apoſtles, as Hymeras and Philerns did : ſo 'thar, 

that Chriſtian makes but a -very. impetfe& 'and -lame 
profeſſion of his Faith,” who cah only 1zy;- 7 #lieve that 

Feſus Chrift is com?'in the flefÞ, und that he #3 God and Man, 

the Redeemer of the world : unlefs he can with Truth 

add this likewiſe, 7 alſo believe the whole Goſpci' that he 
preach'd, and every print of Paith, that he has tawght and 
delivers ts us by hi * Apoſtles : there being” the fame! Ob- 

ligation to obey his Precepts, and - kearken to his Words, 

as to acknowledge the Divinity of his Perſon; and it 

being a fin'of the ſame blackneſs, obftinately ro oppoſe 

; any point of his DofFrize, as to defy thetruth of his Perſon. 
*Tis not therefore any #-charitableneſs.in his Church, tode- 

clare plainly this miſerable unhappy ſtate of all ſuch, who 

wilfuly oppoſe and ſeparate from' the DoF#rine of Chriſt, deli- 

vered by theApoltles,and continuedin the CatholickChurch; 

and of ſuch who di/obey and ſeparate from the Gov: rnment of 

the {ſame Charch, which Chriſt has Commanded all ro hear 

and obey ; But?tis her Zealſo to do, and the {arme folict- 

tude for the ſalvation of Souls, which mov'd ths Apoltles 
heretofore,to Preach the like DoQtrine to their Flock: as.alto 


: the 
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the Primitive Chriſtians to: expel their; Communion, and 
Anathematizeall ſuch,who by broaching erroneous Tenets, 
contrary to any point of Receiv'd DoQrin,: or by diſobedi- 
ence, did wilfully divide themſelves from the Belief or Diſ* 
cipline of the Catholick Church:Such as were Marcion, Baſilides 
and Baradeſaves, who were Condemn'd in the Firſt Age, for 
 oppoling that Article of ourFaith, in which we beleive the 
Reſurrection of the Dead;(uchithe Archonticks,Condemn'l like- 
wile tor denying the necefity of Baptiſm ; Such 7 atianus, &Cc, 
for Preaching Marriage to beup lawful, Such the Millenarians, 
for maintaining a thouſand Years Reign of Chriſt upon Earth, 
with his Saints in{Mſugl pleaſures: And' foin all Ages others 
were condemn'd upon the:like account. It having been al- 
waysSa receiy*dCuſtom,eveninthe pureſt time of the Goſpel, 
for the Elders and Prelates,to-whaſe charge Chriſt commit- 
ted the care of his Flock, to oppoſe all thoſe that by new 
Do&riane, or by:making, Sebifonve ena Diviſions, did diſturb its 
peace : and net to permitiany: that; by ſuch like means did 
endeavour todeftroy its! Udjty; ſo tnuch defir'd and. recom: 
mended by the ApoBtles. So'that they were equally declar'd 
Enemies of Chriſtianity, whodenied Chriſt ; and they,who 
contefſing Chriſt, did yet-congradif and rejeQ any part 
of his DoQtrin; And this: upon the Principle, that Chriiar 
Faith ought to be extire, For that every Article, Myſtery and 
Point of 1t being delivered by the ſame hands, and recom- 
mended by the {ame Avthority z whoſoever did oppoſe any 
one Point of ig, was immediately judg*d guilty of all, in 
gierediting the 4uthority,on whichthe whole food equally 
grounded. And this is that great Truth proctaim'd above 
thirteen hundred years ago, and now every where read in 
St. Athanaſiur's Creed, Whoſoever will b: ſav d : before all 
things it is neceſſary that he hold the Catholick Faith. Which 
Faith, except every one do keep FY hole und Und filed; without 
doubt, he ſhall periſh everlaitingly. By which words was made 
known to the Chriſtian World,the Senſe and Doctrine of the 
then pure and unſpotted Church,as receiv'd from Chrilt Oe 
M 2 1s 


' (92) 


his Apoſtles. That it'is tn vaiiy for any one'to hope'for Sal- 
vation, unleſs he firſt believe the Catholick: Faith'; and that 
whoſoever. does not believe it / hole and Unilifiled;ſhall eer- 
fainly periſh everlaſtingly, Which is a DoQtrine like that de- 
liver?d by the Apoſtle, concerning the- obſervance of the 
Laws of God ; that as whoſoever fails in oxe, is made guilty 
of all'; fo alſo,” whoſoever'disbelieves on Article'of the Ca- 
tholick Faith,does ina'manner- disbelieve all. There being 
no more hopes of -Salvation for one that denies obſtinately 
any oxe Point of the Catholick Faith, tho' he believes all the 
relt ; . than there 1s for one, who keeps ,/Vine of the Com- 
mandments,' with the:Breach of the'ZW#rh, An obſtinate 
oppoſition againſt oe Point of Faith; and a fin againſt oe 
Commandment, being as certainly daminable, as if *ewere 3- 
gainlt 4/1, There being the ſame reaſon, and an equal ne- 
ceſlity that the Obſervance of God's Law, and the Afent to 
the Catholick Faith be-'«like Entire and- hot. And: now 
being convinc'd, that none'can believe to Salvation, + buthe 
that embraces the Catholick Faith thus whollyand extirely,by 
an equal ſubmiſſion toall the Myſteries contain'd in it, with- 
out oppoſition to any. And being likewiſe convinc'd, that 
no onecan arriveto the true knowledge of this Faz#h,' with 
an aſſurance of its /st&grim1-but by receivingit as propos'd 
-and believ'd by the Church. of Chriſt > Which: Church was 
fonnded by the Son of God, watered with his Blood, and 
by an infallible aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, (by whick it 
was to be taught all Trurh to the end of the World): was ſe- 
cur'd from the danger of being deceiv*d,or deceiving othew 
to the conſummation of things: the does/not doubt, but as 
inthe Apoſtles time, ſoalfo ever ſince, and at preſent, Goa 
aideth to this Church daily ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, (Aﬀts 2.47.) 
there being noeztir? faith neceſſary to ſalvation to be found 
\ out of this Church; and no poſſibility ,as St.Cypriaz ſays, that 

God ſhall be'a Fat5er to any, who owns not this. Church for 
his Mother, But now; nh-re and which this Church is, and 
what Society of Men are Members of it, among ſuch va- 
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ricty of Pretenders ; tho' it may ſeem a great difficulty to 


ſome to'diſtinguiſh; yet to him it is none at all: for ſince 


there is noother Church, beſides. the Roman. Cathoick, which 
has had a continued and viſible Succeſſion of Biſhops .and 
Paſtors 10 all Ages {ince the Apoſtles; no other that has con- 
verted Infidel Nations to Chriſtianity : no other that has ak 
ways 'perſery?d Peace and Unity amongſt its Members,alkof 
them ſpeaking the ſame thing, and-being perfe&ly_ joyn'd 
together in the ſame mind,and the ſame judgment;.no other 


that by aſſembling the-Elders and Prelates,has oppog'd inall 


ages Hertzſies and Schiſms, and condemn'd all thoſe, who not 
ſparing the Flock, have ſpoken perverſe things, endeavour- 
ing rodraw away Diſciples after them:no other,that has, in 
obedience to the command of Chriſt, ſent Apoſtles amongſt 
Infidels and Unbelievers,for the preaching to them the* Go- 
ſpel and 1oſtruQting them in Chriſtianity, and by this way, 
without Arms or Blood, have ſpread their Faith: throughout 
the World ; Noother, thar by evident and undeniable Mi- 
racles,have prov?*d the truth of her-DoQrine : No other, but 
what has begun by ſeparation, whoſe firſt Preachers: have 
gone out from this 3 the time of their firft Preaching, and 
ſhewing themſelves to the-World, . being upon Record, and 


their new. Do&rine.cenſur'd and condemn'd by that Chureb, 


-from whence they ſeparated. Since,l-lay,there's no otherSact- 
ety or Chriſtian Congregation in the World; to which theſe 
certain. Marks of the Church of Chriſt, does agree z. *cis evi- 
dent'to. him, that this is the only true Church; that whoſo- 


-ever denies any. Article of her- Faith, denies: ſo much of 


Chriſt's Do&rin; that whoſoever hears her, hears Chriſt; 


and whoſoever obftinately and wilfully is ſeparated from 


her, isin the ſame diſtance {eparated from Chrift himſelf: 


and finally, that God addeth to this Church daily, ſuch 4s ſhall 


le ſaved, ( As 2.47.) 
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3 6. Of Ceremonies and Ordinances. 


IS Church, upon the 
preſumption of being 
Ap)ftolical and Comm [ionated 
by Chriſt, has brought in ſuch 
ans infinite number of un- 
nec: ſſary 5,06 wag Cere- 
monies, that the wh-:le exer- 
eiſe of her Religion, conſiſts i 
wothing bat a vain Pomp and 
empty Shew. Aud whereas 
Chriſtians are 6 mmanded b 


the Apoſele to ſerve the Lord 


is Spirit and Z7ruth: She 
has wade void this Precegt ; 


end negletting both Spirit and 


Truth, has refter'd the heavy 


goke of Jewiſh Rites, with- 
out the leafs authority' of the 
Word of God : rather in ex: 
preſs o»pofition to it, hai made 
theſe hr Humane Inventions 
take place of the Divine Law. 
And then biſiaes her Ceremo- 
nies, what an endleſs account 
# there of other ber Ordiganc.'s, 
Tnſtit #i0ns, Precepts, to which 
ſÞe obliges all in h:y Communi- 
on. How many are her Faſt- 
days, Rogation and Ember- 
days? How many h:r Feſti- 
val and Holy-days ? How 
many h:r Tnjunftions on 


the Particulars thus a 


1S Church has ap- 
| poifited a great num- 
ber and variety of Cere- 


monies to be. us'd in the 
Celebrating Divine Servzce, 
in the Offices and the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacra» 
ments She has likewiſe many 
Obſervances, Ordinances, Con: 
Xitutions, appertaining . to 
Diſcipline and the Govern- 
ment of the Flock. And all 
theſe as receiv'd, approv'd or 
inſtituted by her, every one 
in her Communion does em- 
brace,admit & willingly ſub- 
mit to, without. oppoſition, 
exception or calling any-1nto 
queſtion. Becauſe, although 
ppoin- 
ted or commanded be not to 
be found in Scripture: Yet 
there being an the. Scripture, 
an expreſs and abſolute com- 
mand piven to the whole 
Flock of Chriſt, of following 
and being obedient to thoſe, 
that have thus order'd theſe 
things;in vertueof that com- 
mand they voluntarily, and 
without conſtraint,accept all 
that is of their appointment : 

With- 
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ſeveral degrees of People ? 
That Pri:ſts ſhall not Marry, 
that whoſoever is im Orders, 
ſhall b: oblig'd to the reciting 
or ſinging ſuch :nd ſuch Offices, 
That Alarriage ſhall not 
be permitted, but at ſome {ct 
times. And a multitude of other 
ſuch veſpeffive Commanas, 
which have no grounds in 
Stripture, and no other Au- 
thority for thcm, 'b.fiaes the 
Decrres 'of ſome Popes, who 
for ſome private ends, and the 
»aki themſelues Great, 
thought fit to lay theſe burdens 
upon the P.ople. Some being 
firſt inſlituted by Pope Telel- 
porus, 4s the Faft of Lent: 
Som: by Calixtus, as the Em- 
ber-days: Some by Pope Nicho- 


las, as the Prohibition of 


Matriave: And ſo all the reſt. 
And yet, forſooth,all theſe maſt 
be obſerv'd under pain of e- 
ternal Damnation, as if Go4 
and the Pope Commanding were 
but all one, and had Heaven 
and Hill equally 
diſpsſare. 


at their © 


Without excepting againſt 
any thing, unieſ(s' it be-mani- 
feitly ſinful. And this they 
look on, as 2 Chriſtian Duty 
belonging toall ſuch,that are, 
by God's pleaſurezin ſubjeQi- 
on to Iigher Powers, or 
under charge. And there- 
fore, as a Servanr having re- 
ceiv'd a Command from his 
Maſter, is ablig'd to comply 
with it, in caſe it be not fin- 
tul, alchough he cannot find 
the thing then particularly 
commanded,in Scripture; the 
general Precept of Servants 
b tnp Obeazent to Maſters, Þ&- 
ing ſufficient to let him know 
his obligation,and to remove 
all ſcruple. And as Children 
are In Duty: oblig'd to per +» 
form the Will of their” Pa- 
rents, upon the Command, 
Obey thy Father ana thy Mo- 
ther, whether the thing par- 
ticularly willed, be in Scrip- 
ture, or no. So they judge it 
theDary of all ChriſtianiPeo- 
pletoiubmit without conten- 
tention tothe Ordinances and 
Conſtitutzons of their Paſtors 


id Prelates, although the things particularly order?d by 
chem, be not expre!{?Pd in Scripiurez it being a ſufficient 
ground for rÞis thuir Sabn;. flhon 12nd Obedience, thar God 


has 


given them 1 General Command; Os y them that have 


the rile over you, and ſ:bm't your ſelves : for they wa «<> 


for” 
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for your ſouls, as they tht mui give account, (Heb. 13.17.) 
Rememb:r them which have the rule over you,.'who have ſpoken 

t0-you the Hord of God, whoſe faith follow, (Heb, 13:7.) So 
that ro them it ſeems a very fallacious rule, leading to all 
confuſicn and unchriftian Contentions, viz. That the 
higher Power, our Superiors, Paſtors and Prelates, are not 
to be obey'd, but only in ſuch things as are expreſs'd in 
Scripture 4 and as for any other particulars, whoſoever 
upon examination, cannot find what 15 Commanded by 
them in Holy YPrit, may lawfully refuſe ſubmiſſion 
nay, he is oblig*d to reſiſt. For however. this ſeems to 
bear much of the Word of God in the face of it, yet cer- 
tainly tis wholly deſtructive to it ; and under pretence of 
adhereing cloſe to the Scripture, undermines the ver 

Author of it. This the Primitive Chriſtians underſtood 
{o well, that they deteſted all ſuch Maxims, and followin 

the advice of the Apoſtle , choſe rather to truſt their Souls 
in the hands of thoſe, whom God had plac'd over themyby an 
humble Submiſſion to their Government,and a peaceable O- 
bedience to their Decrees;than by a preſ{umptuous queſtioning 
of every thing,and raiſing vain Diſputes, to take the Rule of 
the Flock out of the hands-of thoſe, to whom God had provi- 
dentially deliver'd it,and place themſelves Judges over the 
Church,their Elders, Prelates and Paſtors, whom God had 
Commanded them to kear,and be in SubjeCtion to.So that we 
never read, that they ever pretended to weigh the Ordinances 
of their Superiors by their own Reaſoning,or tobring them 
to the Teſt of the Word of God, before the acc:ptance; but 
always judg'd it conform to the Word of God, that their Go- 
vernours ſhould Rule,and they Obey. Thus when the Apoſtles 
obſeryv'd the Suzday inſtead of the Sabbath, and met together 
at Peptecoit 5 we don't Tread that the Faithful then began 
to turn over their Bibles,to find a Command for theſe Par- 
ticulars, but with a prompt Obedience readily tollow®d 
them in the Obſervance. So when Abſtinence from Blood 
and Strangled Meats, was order'd by the Elders Aſſembled 


at 


at Jeruſalem; (AFs 15.) the multitude of Believers having 
heard the Decree, never murmur at it, nor call'd it into 
queſtion, however ſeemingly contrary to the intention of 
Chriſt, who in abrogating the Law of. Moſes, was thought 
to have cut off all theſe Obligations; but they all rejoyced for 
the Conſolation, (ib.v. 31.) So when St. Paul gave orders to 
the Corinthians, (1 Cor. 11.) in what manner and poſture 
they were to behave themſelves at Prayers in their Aflem- 
blies, both Men and Women ; we don't hear, that. he was 
challeng'd by any, to ſhew by what Authority of Scripture 
he thns reprov'd and preſcribd in' theſe Particulars, or by 
what they were oblig'd to receive hisPreſcriptions ; but with 
a prompt ſubmiſſion accepted his Orders, not doubting, but 
fince it was God's Will to place: Rulers and Covernours over 
them, it muſt be God's Wlll that thy ſhould be obedient to 
them, in following their Decrees, and obſerving their Con- 
{titutions. And with this Doctrine of Obedifnce, Hami- 
lity, and Submiſſion, all the Priminve Chriſtians were traind 
up by the Apoſtles, who zealouſly laboured by this means, 
to preſerve them in Peace and Unity 3 that ſo they might 
think all the ſame thing, and be of one mind and one judg- 
ment, and without Diviſions : inſomuch, that there 1s not any 
one thing ſo ofcen repeated 1n their Writings, as Exhorta- 
tions to this Obedience and Submiltion « See, how, going 
through the Cities, they deliverd to them (the Faithful) the 
decrees for to keep, that were ordain'd by the Apojiles and Elders 
which were at Jeruſalem, (As 16. 4.) See how Saint Paz! 
commands the Theſſalonians, to hold faſt the traditions, they 
have been taught by word, or by Epiſtle, (2 Thcll. 2. 15.) Sce 
how he commands the Hebrews 5 Obey them, that have the 
rule over you. Remember them, which have the rule over you, 
(Heb. 13. 7, 17.) See with what earncfineis St. John urges 
this; He that knoweth God, heareth us : he that is not of God, 
heareth #s not, (5:4 6.) Hereby know we the Spirit of Truth, 
and the Spirit of Errour. And then again, Does not St. Par 


commend the Corinthians for their Obedience > Now I praiſe 
N JO, 
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you; Brethren, that you remember me in all things, and keep the 
Ordintnces, as I deliver d them to you, (1 Cor. T1.2.) And 
then, havmeg giver them Directions as to. their Behaviour in 
their Aſſethblies; he adds3 But if any mar ſeem to be conten- 
tiows, we have no ſuch cuſtom , neither the Churches of God, 
(1 Cor. 11. 16.) And now, it being thus evident, that the 
Church of Chriſt in the Apoſtles time was founded, and pre- 
ſerv*d by 4 Stibmmiſſion and Obedience of the Flock to their 
Paſtors; the Papiſts teach and believe, That what was 
raiight and commanded by the Apoſtles to the Faithful then 
lying, -ought to be recerv'd, as a Dottrine necellary tor all 
ſucceeding Ages, .and that Submiſhon and Ovedience o:wcht 
to have been-as much the Duty of Believers, ever fince. as it 
was'then 3 the Commands and Practice of that trme. being 
undoubtedly the beſt, and only Pattern for the Fait.1il for 
all tifries,, even to the End of the World. And they do 
not only teach this DoCrine of Submiſſion in their Books and 
Sermons, but alſo obſerve it in their Lives, having in all 
Ages \depended on their Elders and Prelates in all Matters 
touching the Difcrpline and Government of the Church 3 
leaving Rwle to thoſe, whoſe Charge and Office it 1s to Ryle 3 
and never believing, that they who are under Charge, and 
commanded exprelly by St. Part to Remember and Obey thoſe 
who have the Kxle over thetn, can upon any pretence what- 
ſoever 3 nay, tho' an Angel from Heaven ſhould come and 
Preach otherwiſe, be diſchargd from this Chriſtian Obliga- 
tion, and be exempted from Remembring and Obeying, whom 
thus by God, ſpeaking by his Apoſtle, 'they are commanded 
to Remember and Obey.” And upon this ground 1t is, that in 
things concerning the Order to be obſerv'd inthe Divine Ser- 
vice, in all Ceremonies, Holy Rites, Eccleſcaſtical.ConSftitutions, 
and Ordinances, they have nerther Nz/[nor ill of their own 3 
but always receive and think that the Bef#, which is orderd 
and appointed by thoſe, to whom, by Dzvine Law, they owe 
this Submiſſ1on and Obedience, and to whom the Ordering and 
Appointing theſe things appertains. And therefore it theſe 


appoint 


appoint a Day of Humiliation, for imploring/God's Mercy, or 
averting his Judgments, they never ſcruple:to obſerve it ; if 
a Day of Thanksgiving in memory of ſome ſignal Benefit, they 
likewiſe Obey. If theſe judge it fit, that on every Friday 
ſhould be commemorated the Death and Paſſion of our Re- 
deemer in Faſtirg ; and command Lext to be obſerv'd, in re- 
membrance and inntation of our Lord's forty days Faſt in the 
Defart, they think it their Obligation to do ſo. If theſe order 
ſuch and ſach Days to be ſet apart, and kept Holy in Remem- 
brance and Thankſgiving for the Incarnation, Nativity, Cir- 
cumciſion, ReſurreJion, and Aſcenſion of Chriſt, and for other 
ſuch hke intentions, they eſteem'1t finful to oppoſe 4t. It 
theſe Judge w. decent that the Faithfal ſhould bow at the 
Name of Jeſs, ſtand at the reading of the Goſpel, proſtrate or 
incline themſelves at the Confezor: It they appointTapers and 
Lamps to be us?d in Chnrches, to repreſent our Saviour, who 
came to:enhghten the World ;3'and Jzceiſe to be-us'd, to mind 
"the People, that their /Hearts' and Prayers ſhould, hike the 
Smoke, aſcend directly toward Heaven : If in the Admini- 
'ſtration of the Sacraments, m Exorciſzzs, in the Offices, and the 
Celebration of the Maſs, theſe determine ſeveral Rites and 
Ceremonies'to be obſerv'd, for-more Decercy, greater Solemnity, 
- and that'by ſach-exteriour Helps, the Minds of the Faithful 
may be-movd:to the contemplation of the Sacred Myſteries, 
and raisd more'fen{ibly'to the apprehenſion of the Majeſty ot 
God, whofe-Honour-all 1s perform'd 3 they look upon them- 
(elves bound-to allow and-embrace all rheſe «things without 
relnctance or - oppoſition 4 always thuiking that to be molt 
proper, which is inſtituted by ſuch, who have the'Rzle over 
them. And it any endeavour to raiſe Diſputes, and be con- 
tentious concerning the Neceſſzt; of theſe Inſtitutions, they have 
no ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Churches of God, One thing they 
know to be neceſlary, \that 1s, that they ſhould be Obedient :; 
and that in the Service of God, they mult not honour him, as 
the Jews did, (]ſa. 58. 13.,) by doing their own ways, finding 
therr- own pleaſure, and ſpeaking their own words: but as Chrt- 
N 2 {tians. 
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ſtians are commanded, in a true Self-derial, a fincere Humi- 
lity and Obedience, ſubmitting to thoſe whom God has left 
to Rule and Govern the Flock. Neither 1s there any danger 
of falling back into the Fewiſh Law, by approving the allow'd 
Ceremonies of the Church 3 it being certain, that in the 
Abrogation of the Old Law, all Ceremomes were not at the 
ſame time extin& : But only ſuch as were meer Types and F7. 
gyres of things to come in the New Law, which are now 
tulfill'd : Whilſt others, fit for the raiſing Devotion, and ex- 
preſſing the Aﬀections of the Soul, and other ſach ends, are 
{t1}] commendably retain'd as lawtul, and equally neceſſary 
now. as heretofore: fach are, Kneeling, Faſting, lifting 
Hands and Eyes to Heaven, Sighing, knocking the Breaſt, Days 
5 Humiliation, Thankseiving, Watching, Hair-cloth, Singing, 

poſitions of Hands, Benedifions, uſing Oyl, Spittle, Breath- 
ing, &c. all which are as lawful, convenient, and neceſſary 
tor Chriſtians, as they were for the Jews 3 and no more to be 
negle&ed, becauſe they were ugd in the Old Law, than Pray- 
ng, Meeting together, Reading the Law, Singing Pſalms, Hu- 
mility and Obedience, e*c. are to be laid by, and difown'd by 
Chriſtians, becauſe they were obſervd by the Jews. Eſpe- 
cially fince theſe, with many others; have been recommended 
to us by the Practice of Chriſt and his Apoſtles and of all Pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity. Neither has the uſe of Holy Ceremonies 
been wholly diſapprov'd by thoſe of the Reformation. The 
Engliſh Profeſſuon of Faith, publiſhd in the Year 1573. allows 
them in the Thirty fourth Article. The Bohemick Confeſſron 
in the Fifteenth Article, Az»o 1537. The Anguſtan, tit. de 
Mifſ. An. 1530. as it was penn'd by MelanFhon. So that fince 
Ceremonies are generally look'd on as commendable and law- 
ful amongſt Chriſtians 3 the Papilts judge it proper to thoſe, 
who have the Ryle, to order and diſpoſe of them, and de- 
clare to the Flock, how,when,and where they are to be obſerv'd. 
And if they who govern,judge fir to oblige the Faithful to the 
Obſervance of any 1n particular, they teach,that it 1s the Duty 
of the Flock to Obey. Things i>differert, after ſuch Com- 
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mands, being no longer of choice, but zeceſſary ; and no leſs ob- 
hzging, than the Commands of a Father to. his Child; where, 
in caſe the thing be not apparently /f#l, tis no perſuaſion of 
the thing being ſ#perfluoxs, can excuſe an obſtinate denial from 
Diſobedience. It being more ſafe and Chriſtian-like , for all 
that are under any Government , whether Natural, Ecclcſ1a- 
ſtical or Civil, to perform and comply with ſach things,” as 
they judge in their own private Sentiments, Urzeceſſary,meer- 
ly upon the account of being Commanided:; than upon ſuch 
conſiderations , todiſturb the order of Government, and fly 
in: the face of lawfut Anthority: Than which nothing 1s 
more oppoſite to the Principles of Chriſtianity , and deſtru- 
ave of all Human Society. And upon theſe grounds it is;that 
the Papiſts , founding themſelves npon the ſare foundation of 
Humility and Obedience, have inall Ages acknowledg'd Over- 
ſeers and Rulers over them to watch and feed the Flock.to whom 
God hath given. power 3 there being no power but of God , and 
that whoſoever reſiteth the power, reſiſteth the Ordinante ofGod, 


and they that reſiſt , ſhall receive to themſelves damnation, Rom. 
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37. Of Innovations in Matters of Faith. 


” I: Charch has made ſe- 
versl Tnnovations i» - made any ſnnovation 
Matters of Faith, aud -1n Matters of Fazth ; 


howſoever ſhe lays claim to An- what ſhe believes and teaches - 
tiquity, with a Pretence of ha- now, being the ſaine that the 
ving preſervd the DoFrine of Catholick Church believd and : 
the Apoſtles inviolable and en- taught, in the firſt three or. 
tire ; yet tis evident to any four Centuries after the Apo- 

ſerious Obſerver, that the great- \tles. . And tho' in.. moſt of. 
eſt part of her Belief is meer her General Conncils there has . 
Novelties; ot. bearing date - been ſeveral Decifions touch-. 
from Chriſt or his Apoſiles, but. 1ng Points of Faith ; yet .can 
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only from ſome of hey own no one, without an injury to 
more modern Synods. There Truth, ſay, that in any of 
ſtarce having paſs d any Age theſe has been coin'd new Ar- 
yet, wherein there has not, in ticles, or Chriſtians forced 
theſe Ecclefiaſtical Mints, bezz to the acceptance of Novel- 
coin'd New Articles, which ties, contrary to Scripture or 
with the counterfeit ſtamp of ancient Tradition. Theſe have 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, are made only trodden in the Apoſtles 
fo paſs for Good, and Cur- ſteps; as often as they have 
rant, amoneſt her credulous been in the like circumſtances. 
and undifcerning retainers: with them 3 doing exactly 
And , beſides theſe, what a according to the Form and 
great mmber of Erronrs have Example left to the Church, 
been introduc d at other times £ by thoſe perfe&t Maſters of 
how many did Pope Gregory Chriſtianity. And therefore 
bring in, and how many the as the Apoſtles in their Aſſem- 
Ignorance of. the Tenth Age? bly, ( AFs 15. ) determin'd 
So that if we compare the the Controverſie concerning 
Church of Rome ow, with the Circumciſion 5 and pro- 
the Primitive Times of the posd to the Faithful, what 
firſk three or four hundred was the Doctrine of Chriſt 
Years, there are no two things mn thar Point, of zece{ſrty to 
ſo unlike 5 ſhe is a Garden be behiev'd; -of which, till 
now, bit qrite over-erown with that Decifion, there had been 
Weeds; ſhe js a Field, "but raigd ſeveral Queſtions: and 
where the Tares have /perfeFly Doubts ; but now no longer 
choak'd up the \Vheat, and has to be queſtiond, without 
little in her of Apoſtolical, be- 'the ſhipwrack of Faith. So 
fretes the Name. | -1n all ſucceeding Ages, the 

Elders of the Church, to 
whom the £poſtles left their Commiſſion of watching over 


the Flock, 1n their Councils have never ſcrupled to deter- 
1ne all {ich Pointe, which had been controverted amongſt 
the Brethren, and to propoſe to them , what of xece{/r- 
ty they were to believe for the future; with L-arhemea 
pronounc'd againſt all ſuch, as ſhould preſume: to.preach the 


contrary. 
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contrary. Thus in the Year 325. the firſt Nicene Conncil 
declar*d the Son of God tobe Conſubſtantial to his Fatber x 
againlt the Ariansr; with an obligation on all to affent ta 
this Doctiine, though nevertill then , proposd or declard 
in that form. Thus in the Year 38r. the Holy Ghoſt was 
declard to be (794; againſt Macedonins and his Follow - 
ers, In the firſt Conftantivopolitay Conneil, And in the firſt 
Epheſin , Anno 431. N{torizs was condemn'd, who main- 
taind two Perſozzs in Chrift, and that the bleſſed Virein 
was not Mother of God; with a Declaration,that both theſe 
Tenets were contrary to the Catholick Faith. In the ſecond 
Nicene Council, An::3 787, image-breakers were anathema- 
tizd. Ani fo others at other times 3 and atlaſt, in the 
Conncil of Trent, wa: deciard the Real Preſence, Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, Purgatory, the lawfulneſs of the Invocation of Saints, 
of keeping Holy Images, &c. againſt Luther, Calvin, Beza, &c. 
And now, tho'in all theſe and the other Gereral Conxucils, 
the Perſons condemn'd took occaſion , from theſe New De- 
clarations, to cry out 5 Novelties, Novelties, to fright the Peo- 
ple with the noiſe of zew coird Articles, and that the Inventi- 
ons of Men were 1mpos'd on them, tor Faith. Yet *tis evident 
that theſe New Declarations contaurd nothing but the Ancient 
Faith ;, and that there had never been any ſuch Declarations 
made, had notthe DoGrin proposd in them, been opposd 
and contradicted by ſome ſeducing Spirits, who going out 
from the Flock, endeavoured, by making Diviſtons,to draw 
numbers after them. So that the xew Provoſa! of a Tenet, 1 
but a fallacious proof of the Doftrin being lately invented ; 
"but a good Argument of 1's being lately opposd. Tis certain 
from | BH (AFs.15.) that the Apoſtles had never declard 
the 2on-xece/j}ity of Circumciſion, had not certain men come 
down from Judea and taught the Brethren the contrary. And 
that the conſ-btantiality of the Son, had never been defin'd 
by the Nicene Fathers, had not Arius, with his” Followers, 
oppos'd this Catholick DoFrin. And as certain it is, that the 
Council of Trent had been altogether ſilent as to Tranſuoſran- 
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tration, Praying to Saints, Purgatory, &c. had not Luther, 
Calviz , and their Diſciples, once Profeflors of this Dodtrin, 
cone ont from the Flock, and upon the preſumption of a New 
Lizht, endeavour to perſwade the Faithful , that theſe Te- 
nets, then believ'd by the whole Chriſtzan World, wereno lon- 
'ger to be own'd ; but to be quite thrown by, as Artichriſtiar 
and Diabolical, *Twas this oblig'd the Paſtors to watch 
and take care of their Flock ; and therefore not flying away 
as the hireling does, when the Wolf catcheth, and ſcattereth the 
Sheep, they aſſembled together into a body , and declar'd to 
all, under their charge; that they ought not to follow ſtraz- 
gers; that howſocver theſe came pretending to the Shephard's 
voice; yet ſince they came not by the door into the ſheepfold ; 
but climbing up ſome other way, they were no ſhepherds ; but 
thieves and robbers; (ſuch whoſe buſineſs was not to feed ; but 
to ſteal, kill and deſtroy. *TI'was this made them encourage 
all under their care, not to waver 3 butto ſtand faſt and hold 
the profeſſion of their Faith, and notwithſtanding all -pre- 
tences, by no means to ſuffer themſelves to be deluded, and 
led away with ſtrange DoFrines z and that they might the 
better ſecure them from falling into Errovurs, they gave them 
a Draught of their Chriſtian DoFrine; eſpecially of all thoſe 
Points, which theſe modern ſelf-commi|ſuonated Apoſtles did 
preach againſt, and endeavour to undermine 3 particularly 
declaring to them, the Faith they had been bred up in, which 
they had receiv'd from their Forcfathers, and been derivd 
even from the Apoſtles. Securing theni,. that whatſoever 
was contrary to this, was Novelty and Errour. And now in 
the Paſtors declaring this to the Faithful, where was the Innova- 
tion? TheConncildid nothing but propoſe fully and explicitely, 
what, before their meeting, was the DoGrine of all Chriſter- 
dom, and has been ſo amongſt the Primitive Fathers. *I was 
they made [nnovati/z, who preach'd contrary to the Doctrine 
thus believd and receivd ; which Lather was not aſhan'd 
ro own himfelt guilty of 3 plainly acknowleding, that he /e- 
parated from the whole World. 


But 


( 105 ) 

Put it ſeems that the whole World was then corrupted, and 
the Religion then every where profeſsd, was over-grown 
with Superſtitions, Errors, and Abominations; ſuch as had 
crept into the Church, ſome Five hundred years before, ſome 
Nine hundred, and ſome a Thouſand ; and 'twas from theſe 
Lather ſeparated, intending to Reform Chriſtianity, and bring 
it to the purity of the Primitive times, of the firſt Three hun- 
dred Years. - And was it not very ſtrange now, that ſo many 
oroſs Fooleries, 1dle Swperſtitions, and even downright I[dola- 
try, ſhould creep into a Church, and ſpreading it ſelt through 
all Nations, infect the whole World, becoming the publick 
Profeſſion of Chriſtendow: for ſo many Hundred years, and 
be confirm'd and eſtabliſh'd by the Laws of every Kingdom 3 
and that no body ſhould tike notice of any fuch thing, either 
at its firſt Riſe, or in all its Progreſs of -ſo many Years : Inſo- 
much, that had not Lzther made the Diſcovery, ?tis likely we 
ſhould never have come to the knowledge of theſe Thouſand- 
years Errors and Corruptions ? No thinking Man, certainly, 
but zadges 1t impoſſible, that the very Fundamentals of Chri- 
Gianity ſhould be ſhaken, and the Relrgioz planzed by the 
. Apoſtles turn'd into [dolatry ; and yet that no Learned Man 
ſhonld any where appear to contradict theſe Abominations, 
no ZTealous Paſtors to withſtand them , no Ptous Princes 
to oppoſe them? Hiſtory ſufficiently ſatishez any Curious 
Reader, that from the firſt planting of the Uhrrch, there has 
been in no Age, any Man yet that has preacl'd any Heterodox 
and Erroneoxs Tenets, and by introducing Novelties, has en- 
dcavour'd to infe@t the Minds of the Faithtul with Herefe and 
Sperſtition 5 but 1mmediately have frood up Vertuous and 
Learned men, in defence of the {ruth ; in thur Wruings and 
Sermons publickly contuting and condemning the Errors, and 
giving an Alarm to the World, to beware of ſuch Deceivers, 
and their wicked Do@Frine; and withal, never omitting to 
Record their Names to Poſterity 5 with an account of the Tear 
when they began to Preach ; under wat Emperors, aad what 
was the occaſroz of their Revolt. Was not all this, and even 
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more done againſt 4Arizs > How many appeard againſt the 
Manichees 2 How many againſt the Donatiſts, againſt the 
Novatians, againſt the Macedonians, the Neſtorians, the Eu- 
tzchians, the Pelagians, the Berengarians, &c ? So that never 
any thing has made ſo much noiſe in the World, fo many com- 
motions, ſo many diſturbances; nothing has been ſo impoſſi- 
ble to be carried on by Secreſie and Silence, as the broaching 
any new Hereſte, the making a Schiſze, the alteration of Reli- 
2i0n, the ſtarting up of ſome new Society, and Pretenders tu 
Reformation. What Tumults did all the forementioned Apo- 
files raiſe, in Preaching their ew (zoſpel 2 How was the Peace 
of Chriltendom diſturbed at the Doctrine of Mohomret.,and the 
crying up the Alcoran £ What Stirs and Commotions at the 
Reformationof Church and Faith, pretended by Luther, Zwing- 
lizs and Calvin 2 How then can it be judg'd 1n the leaſt pro- 
bable, that great variety of erroneors Terets and Artichriſtian 
DoFrize {hould be introduced by the Papiſis, contrary to the 
Senſe and Belief of all Chriftianity, either m the fourth, 
fifth, ſixth, or tenth Century 3 and yet that there ſhould not 
be the leaft Diſturbance occaſton'd by it, no Tumults or Op- 
poſition; bur all done with ſo much quietneſs, in ſach a pro- 
found Peace and Silence, that had it not been for the News 
brought, ſome Agesafter, we had never ſiiſpe&ted the Altera- 
tion? And 1s this poſtible ? Is it poflible, that the whole 
Chriſtian World ſhould change their Religion, both as to the 
internal Belief, and external Profeiſzon and Exerciſe of it 3 and 
no Body be ſenſtble of the Change, ſo as to withſtand the 
Abomnation, or to tranſmit to Poſterity, even ſo much as 
the leaſt Word of its Beginning or Propagation ? Let any Man 
upon ſome Conſideration, tellme, whether it bepoſlible, that 
thi one little Kingdom of Ereglard ſhould fall from this pure 
Apoſtolical Doctrine it now protefics, into. downright Popery, 
(or any other way alter the whole Scheme of its Religzon) 
and have the Alteration confirmed by the ſeveral AFs of Par- 
liament, and continuein the publick Exerciſe of it for a thou- 
ſand five hundred, or even onehundred Years,and yet no one 
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either in the Kingdom, or out of it, ſhould be ſenſible of the 
Alteration ;, but all to be manag'd with ſuch Policy and Craft, 
that the whole buſineſs ſhould be a Secret for many ages ? 
And if this be ſcarce to be thought poſſible of this one King- 
dom 5 what can be imagin'd, when tis affirm'd of many 
Nations of the whole Chriſtian World > Can any thing look 
more like a Fable or Roxrauce? Or can any Rational Man, 
barely upon ſuch a Report, condemn the Faith and Religion 
of his Anceitours , for Novelty and Human Inventions; and 
quite laying aſide this, tzke him for the Rule of his Refor- 
mation, who thus, without Reaſon, Jaſtice or Truth, has 
thrown ſuch an Intamy upon all the Chriſtians preceding him 
fora thouſand years? 

- But not to inſiſt on theſe reaſonings, for the wiping off the 
{ſcandal of Novelty from the Doctrine of the Chvrch of Rome ; 
'twould not be amiſs here, to look beyond the Terth Century, 
as alſo beyond the time of Pope Gregory. And if in thoſe ear- 
lier Chriſtians, nothing can be found of that Faith and Pro- 
fe//ron, which is charg'd as Novelty and Errour againſt the 
Church of Rome; all the Papiſts in the World thall joyn 
with their dverſaries ; and condemning Pope Gregory for a 
Seducer, and all the Tenth Age for fo many Tenoramws's , 
ſhall in one voice with thei cry out againſt all ſach Dorn, 
Novelty, Novelty, Errour, Errour. Þut if, on the contrary, 
every Point thus challeng*d of Novelty,” ſhall appear to have 
been the Profeſ/zo- of the Faithful in th= time of the Purity of 
the Goſpel; if betore Pope Gregory we find, that Invocation of 
Saints, the Real Preſence, Tranſunitantiation , Purgatory . 
Prayer for the Dead, the Ofe of Holy Iaages, Relicks, the 
Sign of the Croſs, Proceſſion, &c. were a receiv'd DoFrive, 
and common Prafice of Chriſtians in thoſe Primitive times 7 
Then ſhall the Papifts remain as they are, as being of the 
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ſame Faith and Religion, with thol2 Antzert Believers, With- 
out any Additions and Alterations 3 and all their 4dverſaries 
ought in juſtice to return again to their Communion, and 
making up one Quure, cry out with thc 3 Bleſſed are a 
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who believe as our Forefathers believ'd, who receivd their Faitn 
from the Apoſtles and their Sicceſſonrs and Accurſed be they, 
who Separate from this Faith, and upon the Noiſe of Novelty and 
Errcur make Diviſions in the Church, and fall from her Conmmu- 
ion, belicving Lies, rather than Truth. 
In order to this, I intended in this place to have given the 
Reader a fair proſpe& of the DoFrine and Belief of the Fathers, 
of the firſt five hundred years after Chriltz but finding the 
Vatter to encreaſe ſo much beyond expectation upon my 
hands, Thave referv*'d them for another occaſion. But how- 
ever, upon confidence of what I am able to produce in that 
point, I cannot omit to aſſure the Reader, that the chief and 
moſt material Points charg'd upon the Church of Rome for 
Novelty, the Primitive Fathers do ſo plainly own to have 
been the Faith and Profeiſzo of the Church in their days; and 
to have been caelver'd down and taught as the DoFr7ze of the 
Apoſtles , that an impartial Confiderer need not take much 
time to conclude, whether are the greater [:ovators, thoſe 
that now Bclieve and Profeſs theſe Tenets and Praiſes 3 or 
they that diſown or reject them. Tis evident, that every 
Point of that Doctrine, which 1s now decry'd for Popery, and 
baſely ſtigmatiz'd with the note, of Errours introduc'd of 
jate, and of a modern invention, 1s by many Ages older than 
thoſe, who are reputed tobe the Authors 3 that every particu- 
lar Article laid to the {gzorarce of the Tenth Century, and to 
the contrivance of Pope Gregory, are as expreſly and clearly 
ownd and taught, foine Agcs before, as now at this day. 
That thoſe Great Men were as down-right Papiſts in theſe 
Points, as we are now. And that any diſturber of Chriſtia- 
nity might have as well defan'd them tor Bchevers of Nowvel- 
ties and Errours, as we are now at this preſent. The Faith 
that they profeſs'd then, we profte's now, and if any of our 
Doctrine be Novelty, *tis a Novelt) of above twelve hundred 
years ſtanding. And who can queſtion it not to beof an older 
date? If it was the publick belict of the Chriſtian World, 
un the fourth Century, who can be better Witnetlces of what 
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was believd before th:m, even in the third Age, than they ? 
They tell us, that the Dodrine they maintain and dehver, is 
the Faith of the Catholick, Church, receiv'd from their Fore- 
fathers, and as it was taught by the Apoſtles 35 and we don't 
find that 19 any of theſe Points, they were challang'd by any 
Anthority, or-oppoſed by the Paſtors of the Church, or any 
Writers, either then living or ſucceeding them ; but receiv'd 
always with great veneration ; and upon what grounds can 
any challenge.them now? Is 1t poſſible, that any living now, 
can give a better account of what was believ'd and pra- 
tis'd in the third Age, than they that immediately follow'd 
thein 2 Which will be more credible Witneſles of what was 
done 1n forty eight 3 thoſe that ſhall be alive fatty years hence ; 
or they that are not yet to come theſe thouſand years ? It 
therefore theſe Holy Men declare to us the Doctrine they be- 
lievdz with an Aflurance, that it was the Faith of the Ca- 
tholick Church, ſo believ'd by their Anceſtors, .and asthey had 
receivd it from the Apoſtles and their Succetlors ; do not 
thcy deſerve better credit, than others who coming a thou- 
ſand years after, cry out againſt all theſe ſeveral Points, that 
they are nothing but Novelty an! Errour? ? I's evident there- 
fore to him, that this noiſe of Novelty, was nothing but a 
ftratagem for the introducing of Noveltzes 3 and that thoſe 
that brought an infanry upon theſe Ports, by this aſperſion 5 
might with as great applauſe and as eatily, have laid a ſcan- 
dal upon every other Article of the Chriſtian Faith, which 
they thought fit to retain, and have had them all exploded 
for Novelty. And this has been ſo far done already, that 
even three parts of that Dod&rine, pick*d out by the frj# Re- 
farmers tor Apoſtolical and conform to the iVord of God, we 
have ſeen in our days clamour?d againſt for Novelty; and 
thrown by with a general Approbation, and as clear evidence 
of the charge, as ever they laid by Tranſno/tantiation and the 
Primacy. The firſt Reformers caſt off the Authority of the 
Firſt Biſhop, as being a Novelty 5 Others ſoon after cry'd down 
the Authority of a// Biſhps, for a Novelti, The Firſt - 
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-own'd a great part of the Prieſtly FunGion, as being lately 
crept in 3 the others difown'd all the reſt, and even Ordina- 
tion it ſelf, as having all crept in together. The F7rſt threw 
out a great number of Ceremonies, as being not Apoſtolical, 
but of a modern Inſtitution : the others threw out even what 
they had retain'd, for being no more an Ordination of the 
Apoſtles, than the former. The Firſt laid by Five of the Sa- 
craments 5 the others laid by the other Two. And thus Nowel- 
ty was the Word, whenſoever any receiv*d Doctrine of Chri- 
ſtianity was to be oured, and way to be made for a Novelty : 
and hedoes not doubt, but, that 1f the noiſe of Novelty con- 
tinue long, ſo unhappily ſucceſsful as of late 3 and the liberty 
be permitted to every preſuming Spirit, to fix this Scandal 
upon whatſoever Doctrine or Inſtitntion they ſhall think fit ; 
that all Chriſtianity 1s in a fair way of being thrown out of 
doors 3 and the Bible, Preaching, Catechiſmg, Chriſt s Incarna- 
tion and Paſſion, Oc. are as likely to be caſt off for a Novelty, 
as all the reſt have been. Thoſe that will but ſhew to the 
People, that even theſe things have beenAall receiv'd from 
Rome, and that the Papiſis by their Miſſronaries ſpread theſe 
Dofrines over the World 3 may ſoon perſwade them, they 
are nothing but Poprſh Inventions, meer Novelties z that thoſe 
that began the Reformation, did their buſineſs by halves, and 
that the World will. never be thoroughly refornd, till all theſe 
Romiſh Superſtitions are laid by with the reſt ; they being all 
of the ſame date. He takes no notice therefore of all theſe 
Clamors raisd againſt feveral Points of the receiv d Dodrine 
of his Church ; his Faith 1s founded on better Principles, 
than to be fraken with ſach a vxlgar Engine. Novelty, No- 
welty, is a Cry, that may fright unthinking men from their 
Religion; but every ferious man will require better Mo- 
tives than a NoiJe, before he forſake any Point of his Faith 5 
and *tis unpoiltible he thould joyn with any in condemning 


ſuch things for Novelties, which he finds the Profcfiion of all 
Antiquity. 
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CONCLUSION. 


oof HESE are the CharaGers of the Papiſ?, as he is 
Mijſrepreſented, and as Repreſented. And as dif- 
fcrent as the Ove is from the Other, fo different is. 
| the Papiſt, as reputed by his Maligners, from the 
Papiſt, as to what he 1s in himſelf The Oze is fo Abſurd 
and Monſtrous, that "tis impoſſible for any one to be of that 
Profcfi:on, without firſt laying by all thoughts of Chriftia- 
rity, and his Reafon. The Other is juſt contradiftory to this 3 
and without any farther Apology, may be expos'd to the- 
Peruſal of all Prudent and Unpaſſionate Confiderers, to. 
examine if there be any thing in 1t, that deſerves the hatred 
of any Chriſtian : and if it be not in every Point wholly 
conform to the Doctrine of Chriſt, and not in the leaſt con- 
trary to Reafon. The Former is -a Papiſ?, as he 1s generally: 
apprehended by thoſe, who have a Proteſtant Education ; ſuch 
as whenſoever reflected on, 1s conceivd to be a perverſe, ma- 
liciors ſort of Creature, Syperſtitious, Idolatrous, Atheiſtical, 
Cruel, Bloody-minded, Barbarons, Treacherons, and fo Pro- 
phane and every way QOnbumanre, that 'tis in ſome manner 
doubted whether he be a Mar, or no. The other, 1s a Papiſt, 
whoſe Faith is according to the Propoſal of the Catholzck. 
Church 5 which, by Chriſt's Command, ke 1s oblig'd to believe 
and hear; and whoſe whole deſign in this World, 1s for 
the obtaining Salvation in the next. And 1s it not ſtrange, 
that theſe two Characters ſo dire&ly oppolite , ſo wholly: 
unlike one the other, that Heaven and Hgell 1s not more 5 
ſhould agree to the ſame perſon 5 *Tis certainly a ſtrange 
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. piece of Injuſtice, and yet not at all ſtrange to thoſe, who 


know, that they that follow Chriſt, ſhall be hated by the. 
World, that thoſe who ſtudy the Wiſdom of Heaven, ſhall 


have the repute of Fools; and that as many as attend the 


Lamb, ſhall be painted in the Livery of Satar. Our Forefathers 
were {o, bcfore us; all the Primitive Chriſtians, the Apo- 
ſiles, and even the Lamb ,himſelf, our Redeemer. Calumny 
ever follow*d them, M;ſrepreſentation waited on them; and 
what wonder that Izrfazzy was their conſtant Attendance ? 
And now if the Orthodox Chriſtians have thus in all Ages had 
their double CharaFer ; one of Juſtice, exaftly drawn from 
what they really beltev'd.and practisd ; the other of Malice, 
copied from them, as Miſrepreſented : 'tis not at all ſtrange, 
to find it ſo now in our days; when Calummny, Malice, 
Tencrance, &c. are as powerful as ever ; who, tho' from the 
beginning of the World, that 1s, above Five thouſand years, 
they have made it their chief buſineſs to Paint, Copy, and 
Repreſent Things and Perſons ; yet they never did it with fo 
much injury, ſo altogether zzlzke, as they do now to the Pa- 
piſts ; there ocing ſcarce any one Point of their Faith and 
Profeſſzoz, which they do not either blindly miſtake, or baſely 
diſguiſe. The Papiſts believe 'tis convenient to Pray before Ho- 
ly Images, and give them an 7xferiour or relative reſpe&t. Theſe 
deſcribe the Papijts Praying to Images, and Worſhipping ther 
as [dols. The Papiſts believe 'tis good to defirethe Prayers of 
the Saints, and Honour them as the Friends of God. Theſe 
paint out the Papiſts, as believing Sazxts to bethcir Redeemers, 
and adoring them as Gods. * he Papiſts believe, that Chriſt 
left a Power in the Prieſts of his Church, to Abſolve all trul 
Penitent Sinners frem their Ottences. Theſe Repreſent the 
Papiſts as believing, that the Fricits can tallibly forgive all 
ſuch as come to Confettion, whether chey Repent, or no. The 
Papiſts believe there's Power in the Syprexze Paſtor, upon due 
Motives, of granting {zdulgences ; that is, of rclealing to the 
Faithful ſuch Teinporal Penalties, as remain due to their paſt 
Sins, already remitted as totheir Guilt 3 on condition they per- 
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form ſuch Chriſtian Duties as ſhall be aſſigned them, 7.e. hum- 
ble themſelves by Faſting, Confeſs their ſins with a hearty 
Repentance, Recerve Worthily,and give Alms to the Poor,&c. 
Theſe make the Papiſts believe, that the Pope, for a ſum of 
Mony, can grve them leave to commit what fins they ſhall 
think fit, with: a certain Pardon for all Crimes already in- 
curr*d 3 and that there can be no danger of Damnation to 
any, that can but make a large Preſent to Rozze, at his Death. 
The Papiſts believe, that by the merits of Chriſt, the good 
Works of a Juſt Man, are acceptable to God, and through 
his Goodneſs and Promiſe, meritorious of eternal happineſs. 
Theſe report, that the Papiſts believe- they can merit Heaven 
by their own Works, without any dependance on the Work of 
our Redemption. The Papiſts worſhip Chriſt really. preſent 
in the Sacramert true God and Man: Theſe ſay they fall 
down to, and worſhip a piece of Bread. Some Papiſis main- 
tain the Depoſing Power : Theſe will have it to be an Artzcle of 
their Fazth, and that they are oblig'd to't by their Religion. 
Some Papiſts have been Traitors , Rebels, Conſpirators, &c. 
Theſe make theſe Villains to b2 Meritorious among the Pa- 
piſts, and that *tis the Dodrine of their Church. And thus 
there. 1s, ſcarce any one thing belonging to their Faith and 
Exerciſeof their Religion, which isnot wrong'd in the deſcrib- 
ing it, and 1njuriouily Miſrepreſented. And if any be ſo 
curious, as to defire to be ſatisfied, bow chis comes about ; 
let him bur ſtand by any of the Undertakers, while they are 
taking the Copy of Popery, and obſerve their Method, and he 
may ſoon come to the bottom. of the Myſtery. He may fee 
them ſcriouſly viewing ſome of their Teners, and upon a ſhort 
conſideration, immediately to fall to the making [xferences, and 
deducing Conſequences,then down go theſe tor ſo many Articles 
of Popery. They go on, and ſee other of her Tenets ; and 
theſe containing Myſteries, fuch as Reaſor cannot reach to, 
when Faith 1s not afliſtant 3 they are preſently follow'd 
with variety of Abſurdities and ſeeming Contradi&ions : and 
down go theſe to the Former, = ſo many Articles of Ps 
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They paſs on to others, and theſe being not 'conform 'to 
the Principles of their Education 3 ſeveral MifconſtruFions 
are preſenely raisd upon them, and down go theſe tor ſo many 
Articles of Popery. They look forward, and ſeeing others, 
in the practice of which, many Abyſes have been committed 3 
then down gothe A4byſes for ſo many Articles of _—_ Hence 
they turn to the Court of Rome, and as many Diſorders and 
Extravagancies as they find there, ſo many Articles of Popery. 
They enquire into the AFors and Lives of her Paſtors and 
Prelates, and as many Fces, as many wicked Deſegns as they 
diſcover there, ſo many Articles of Popery. They examine 
the Behaviour of her Profeſſors, and whatſoever Villanies , 
whatſoever Treaſous and Inhumanities, they find committed 
by any that own themſelves Members of that Communion, 
down they at go for ſo many Articles of Popery. They 
hear the Reports of ſuch as have deſerted her Authority, and 
tho' through their extravagancies and raſtmeſs, they deſerve 
not credit even 1n a trifle 3 yet their whole Narrative ſhall 
be accepted, and all their 1dle Storzes be ſinnm'd up, for fo 
many Articles of Popery, They peruſe every ſeurnlous 
Pamphlet and abuſive Libe) 3 and ſuch ridicalows Fables," as 
are only fit for a Chimney-corner, they borrow thence, and 
ſer them down for ſo many Articles of Popery. - The turn 
over every Popiſh Author, and whatſoever light, looſe or ex- 
travagant Opinions, whatſoever Diſcourſes carried "on ether 
through flattery, diſguſt, or FaFion, appear in any'of them, 
they are'all mark'd out for ſo many Articles of Popery. "And 
by theſe and fach like means 1s finiſhd at laſt a compleat 
draught of Popery, 1n which the is render'd ſo foul, monſtrous 
and abomrinable, that there can be nothing raked from the very 
ſinks of Tarciſ, nothing borrow'd from the wild Africans or 
barbarous Americans, that can make her more od47ozs, or add 
to her deformity, Why, and 1s not Popery then, ſuch 
as tis thus generally painted > No, 'tis no more like 
it , than Monarchy is to that, which turbulent Repnblicar: 
Spirits ſhew for it; when diſplaying to the Multitude 
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ſome Mſcarriages of State,  Frailties of Perſons in Dignities, 
Abuſes of Government, e*c.they cry out, Behold this is Monarchy. 
By theſe means making it infamous among the People, that 
they may more eaſily overthrow it. And are not the Papiſts 
ſuch as they are commonly Repreſerted? No, They are no 
more alike, than the Chri/tzans were of old under the Perſecu- 
ting Emperors, to what they appeard , when cloathed with 
Lions and Bears Skins, they were expoſed in the Amphithea- 
tre.to H/Id Beaſts; under thoſe borrow*d Shapes to provoke 
their Savage Opoſites to greater fury 3 and that they might in- 
falliby, and with more rage, be torn in pteces. Let Monarchy 
be ſhewn in its owr Colours 5 and the Chriitians be expogd in 
their ow# form 5 and one will have but few Maligners 3 and 
the others will-meet with a more Tame behaviour, even from 
the W:ldeſt Beats. Let any but ſearch into the Conncils of the 
Charch of Rox, even that of Trent, than which none can be 
more Popiſh ; let them peruſe her Catechiſmrs, that ad Parochos ; 
or others ſet forth for Paſtors to 1nftru& their Flock, and for 
Children, Youth and others to learn their Chriſtian Do&rine, 
of which there is extant great variety 1n Zreliſh: Let them 
examine Yeron's Rule of Faith, and that ſet forth by the Biſhop 
of Condam: Let them look into the Spiritnal Books of Dire&ti- 
on : Thoſe of Biſhop Sales, The Following of Chriſt, The Chri- 
ftian Rules, The Spiritual Combat, Granado's Works, and in- 
finite others of this ſort, which Papiſts generally keep by them 
for their Inſtruction: And then let them frezly declare, whe- 
ther the Papiſts are ſo il] Principled, either as to their Fazth or 
Morals, as they are generally made appear. A hittle diligence 
in this kind, :with a ſerious enquiry into ther Converſation, 
their manner of Living and Dying, will cafily diſcover, that 
that of Beaſt, with which they are commonly expos'd to pub- 
lick, is not #hezrs, but only of the Skzzz, that is thrown over 
them. The Papijts own, that there are amongſt them Mcn 
of very ull Lives, and that if every corner be narrowly itted, 
there may be found great abuſcs, even of the moſt ſacred 
things; that ſome 1n great _— have been highly vicions, 
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and carried on wicked Deſigns : That ſome Authors maintain 
and publiſh very abſurd Opinions, and of ill conſequence. But 
theſe things are nothing of their Religion, they are the Imper- 
feions indeed, the Crimes, the Scandals of ſome in their Conr- 
1m1ion 5 but ſuch they are ſo far from being oblig'd to ap- 
prove, maintain,or imitate, that they wiſh with all their heart 
there had been never any ſuch thing,and defire in theſe Points 
a thorough Reformation. Tho? the Imprudences therefore, the 
Failings, the Extravagances, the Vices, that may be pick'd up, 
thronghout the whole Society of Papiſts, are very numerous 
and great, and too too ſufficient, if drawn together, for the 
compoling a moſt Deforn?d Antichriſtian Monſter ; yet the 
Popery of the Roman-Catholicks is no ſuch Monſter, as *tis pain- 
ted. Thoſe things which are commonly brought againſt them, 
being as much deteſted by them, as by the Perſons that lay 
the Charge in their disfavour 3 and having no. more relation 
to them, than Weeds and Tares to the Corn amongſt which it 
grows 3 or Chaffto the Yheat, with which 1t hes mix'd in one 
Heap. A Papiſt therefore is no more than he 1s above Repre- 
| ſented, and whoſoever enters that Communion, has no obliga- 
tion of believing otherwiſe, than as there ſpecified. And tho' 
in each Particular, I have cited no Authorities ; yet for the 
truth and exadqneſs of the CharaFer, I appeal to the Conncil o 
Trent. And if in any Point it ſhall be found to diſagree, 1 
again promiſe, upon notice, publickly to own it. And as for 
the- other Part, of the Papsſ# Miſ-repreſented, it contains ſuch 
Tenets as are wrongf:lly charg'd upon the Papiſts; and in as 
many-reſpeQts, as it is contrary to the other CharaFer ; in fo 
many, it 15 contrary to the Faith of their Church: And fo far, 
they are ready to di{wn them and ſubſcribe to their Condem- 
nation. And tho' any ſerious enquirer, may be eaſily fatisfted 
as.to the truth of this ; yet for a publick ſatisfation, to ſhew 
that thoſe Abominable, Onchriſtian DoFrines are no partof their 
Belief (however extravagant ſome Men may be in their Opi-- 
nions3) the Papiſts acknowledge, that a Faith aflenting to ſuch 
Tenets, 1s wholly oppoſite to the Honvuur of God, and Deſtru- 
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ive to the Goſpel of Chriſt,and do publickly invoke God Al- 

mighty's Judgments upon that Church, -which teaches either 
publickly or privately ſuch a Faith. Andiince%tis lawful for 
any Chriſtiar-to'anſwer Amex, to fuch dnnthesia Fagare pro- 
nounc'd againſt things apparextly ſerful;, the Papiſoe, to ſhew to 
the World that they diſown the. folowing Tenets, commonly 
laid at their door,do here oblige themſelves,that if\theenſuing 
Curſes be added to thoſe appointed to be read on the firſt day. 
of Lent,they will ſeriouſly and heartily anſwer Amer tothema/. 


I. Curſed is he that commits Idolatry; that prays to Images or 
Relicks, or worſhips them for Gods. Reſp. Amen. | 

Il. Curſed is. every Goddeſs-worſhipper ; that: believes the Vir- 
gin Mary to be any more than a Creature z that Honours her, Wor- 
ſhips her, or puts his Truſt in her more than in God, that believes: 
her above her Son, or that ſhe can in any thing Command hin. 
R. Amen. 

HI. Curſed is he that believes the Saints in Heaven to be his 
Redeemers, that prays T0 them as ſuch, or that g7ves God's Ho- 
nour to thexr, or to any Creature whatſoever. R. Amen. | 

IV. Curſed 7s he that Worſbips any Breaden God, or makes 
God's of empty Elements of Bread and Wine. R. Amen: . - 

. V. Curſed is he that believes, that Prieſts can- forgive ſims, 
whether the ſinner repent, or no - Or that there's any Power in: 
Earth or Heaven, that can forgive ſins, without a hearty Repen- 
tance, and ſerious purpoſe of amendment. R. Amen. 

VI. Curſed is he that believes there's Authority in the Pope or 
any other that can give leave to commit ſins ; Or that can forgive 
him his ſins for a ſum of Mony. R. Amen. | 

VII. Curſed is he that believes, that Independent of the Merits: 
and Paſſion of Chriſt, he can merit ſalvation by his own good 
Works ; or make condign ſatisfaction for the guilt of his ſins, or 
the pain eternal due to them. R. Amen. 

VIII. Cnrſed 3s he that contemns the Word of God, or hides it 
from the People, on deſign to keep them from the knowledge of their 
duty, and to preſerve them in Ignorance and Error. R. Amen. 


IX. Curſed 
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= ».4% a # heithut underoalnes the Word of God ; or that 
forſakireg the Scripthre, chuſes tather to follow Human Traditions 
than ity; Ri Amen! if it 2 tO Witt 
-->R. -Curſed is Bethat leaves the Commandments of God "td ob= 
ſerve the Conſtitmions of Men. R. Amen. 
=D.4 7 ne 7s be that omits any of the Ten Commandments, or 
keeps the People from the knowledge of any one of them, to the end 
they may not have occaſion of diſcovering the Trath. R. Amen. 
- XII. Garſed is he that Preaches to the People in unknown 
Tongues, ſuch as they underſtand not 3, or uſes any other means, to 
keep them in Tgnorance. Ri Amen. 

XIII. Curſed 3s he that believes that the Pope can give to any, 
pon any account. whatſoever, Diſpenſations to Lie, or Swear falſly : 
Or that 'tis lawful for any, at the laſt hour to proteſt himſelf Inno- 
cent, in caſe he be Guilty, R. Amen. Ws ELD 

XIV. Curſed is he that encourages Sins, or teaches Men to de- 
fer the Amendment of their Lives, on preſumption of their Death- 
bed Repentance. R. Amen. AD | | 

RV. Curſed is he that teaches Men, that they may be lawfully 
drunk on a Friday, or any other Faſting-day; though they muſt 
20t tate the leaſt bit of Fleſh. R. Amen. 

XVI. Curſed is he who places Religion in nothing but a pompous 
Shew, conſiſting only in Ceremonies 5 and which teaches not the 
People to- ſerve God in Spirit and Trith. R. Amen. BIR 

XVII. Curſed is he who loves or promotes Cruelty, that teaches 
People to be Bloody-minded, and to lay aſide the Meckneſs of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. BR. Amen. | 

XVIII. Crrſed 3s - he who teaches it lawful to do any wicked 
thing, thoueh it be for the Intereſt and Good of Mother-Church : 
Or that any Evil ation may be done, that Good may come of it. 
R. Amen. ; 

XIX. Curſed are we, if amongst all thoſe wicked Principles 
and danmable DoFrines, commonly laid at our Doors, any one of 
them be the Faith of our Church: And Curſed are we, if we do 
not as heartily deteſt all thoſe helliſh PraFices, as they that ſo ve- 
Hemently urge them againſt w. BR, Amen. 


XX. Curſed 
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RX. Curſed are we, if in anſwering and ſaying Amen, to any 
of theſe Cnrſes, we aſe any Equivocations, "Mental Reſervations, 
or do not aſſent to them in the common and obvious ſenſe of the 


Words. R. Amen. 
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of Conſciehce, ſay Amer tofall theſe Curſes? Yes, they: can, 
and are ready to do it, whenſoever and as often as it ſhall be 
requird of them. And what then isto be ſaid of thoferwho 
either by Word or Friting, charge theſe Dofrines upon the 
Faith of the Church of Rome > 1s a lying Spirit 5n the mouth of 
all the Prophets > Are they. all gone aſide 2. \Do they. back-bitewith 
their Tongue, 'do evil to their Neighbour, and take up a reproach. 
againſt their Neighbour e Tle ſay no ſach thing, but leave the 
impartial Confiderer tojudge. One thing I can ſafely affirm, . 
That the Papiſts are forlly M:ſrepreferted; and ſhewn in pub-- 
lick as much unlike what they are, as the Chriſtians were of 
old by the Gentiles 5 That they lie under a great-CaJumny, . 
and ſeverely ſmart in Good Name, Perſons, and Eſtates, for 
ſuch things, which they as much and as heartily deteſt, as: 
thoſe who accuſe them... But the.comfort is, Chriſt has ſaid 
to his followers, . Te jhaf/ be bated. of all men, (Matt,.10. 22.) 
and St. Paul, We are made a ſpefacle unto the World: And we 
don't doubt, that who bears this with patience; ſhall for eve-- 
Ty Loſs here, and Contempt, receive a hundred'fold in Hea- 
ven : For,baſe things of the World, and things which are deſpiſed, 
hath God choſen, 1 Cor, 1.28, _. FCA Io 
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